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ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĚĚůĞǁĂůů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ ϭ 

Spring/Easter 2021 

dŚĞ�DĞƐƐĞŶŐĞƌ 

Dear Friends, 
We’re looking forward to spring-time and summer-time, and the early flowers that 
have emerged over recent weeks are welcome harbingers of brighter and longer 
days to come!  With the very successful roll-out of the Covid vaccinations we are 
also hopeful that life may return to a more normal pattern as spring and summer 
unfold. 
Over past months we’ve been delving into the Psalms, enjoying their rich 
reassurances of God’s comfort and care. We have also observed how they 
brought encouragement by speaking of His good and glorious purposes yet to 
come. The writers had inklings, insights and assurances, planted by the Holy 
Spirit, that God would intervene decisively to deal with sin and restore mankind’s 
broken relationship with Himself.  
Some of these prophetic allusions to the divine plan of salvation are more explicit 
and some simply implicit, but they are there for those ‘with the eyes to see’. These 
harbingers of eternal hope have certainly been present in the psalms we’ve been 
studying and have also heartened us.  
The psalms repeatedly depict God as Saviour. Quite a number, including notably 
Psalm 103, rejoice in His amazing forgiveness. Psalm 130 declares that with the 
Lord there is full redemption and that He Himself will redeem His people from 
all their sin.  The author of Psalm 73 expresses the expectation that God will take 
him into glory and will be his portion for ever.  Psalm 6 refers to praising God’s 
unfailing love beyond the grave; Psalm 23 speaks of dwelling in God’s house for 
ever and Psalm 133 speaks of the blessing of life for evermore. 
As Christians we can look back at the psalms from the perspective of knowing 
how God’s salvation purposes were accomplished in the ministry of Jesus.  We 
have the solution to the puzzle the Old Testament saints wrestled with; we have 
the vital pieces of the jigsaw and the overall picture they lacked.  We know the 
cost involved. 
The first readers of the psalms had only a partial revelation to go on. 
Nevertheless, certain psalms, such as Psalm 2, gave telling hints and clues 
pointing to the promised Messiah. Psalm 118 spoke crucially of the rejected stone 
becoming ‘the cornerstone’ and rejoiced in ‘he who comes in the name of the 
Lord’. 
In identifying ‘messianic psalms’, scholars draw attention to quotes from the 
psalms in the New Testament. In Acts 2 Peter declares that David spoke about 
Jesus of Nazareth when he wrote Psalm 16 (‘You will not let your holy one see 
decay … You will fill me with eternal pleasures at your right hand’) and 



dŚĞ�DĞƐƐĞŶŐĞƌ 

Psalm 110 (‘The Lord said to my lord: “Sit at My right hand until I make your 
enemies a footstool for your feet”’).  The Gospel writers record Jesus quoting 
Psalm 22 as He hung on the cross (“My God, my God, why have You forsaken 
me”) and they show how His experience fulfilled other references in that psalm 
(i.e. in the mocking and taunting He endured and the casting lots for His 
garments).  The writer of Hebrews portrays Jesus as citing Psalm 40 (“Here I am 
… I desire to do Your will, my God”) and as fulfilling Psalm 45 (“You love 
righteousness and hate wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above 
your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy”). 
As we approach Easter once more, let’s give thanks for the psalmists’ faith that 
laid hold on God’s salvation.  Let’s admire their inspired perception that God 
would not treat us as our sins deserve and would instead 
satisfy His justice by intervening Himself to redeem fallen 
sinners.  Above all, let’s celebrate the fact that Jesus Christ 
has fulfilled all the hopes and dreams of these Old 
Testament believers and has become our all-sufficient 
Saviour too. 
Yours in Christ’s service, 

Cover Picture 
I think the Internet can be a wonderful place although I know there are some 
who would disagree with me and would cite all sorts of unpleasant things that 
one might come across whilst innocently searching.  

When I searched for a suitable image for this 
edition’s cover picture, I entered ‘Easter poster’.  
Of the 200 or so images that initially came up, 
90% of them featured rabbits, chicks, or chocolate 
– sometimes all three together!  (I do like rabbits, 
chicks, and chocolate, but that was not what I was 
looking for!) 

However, as with any form of searching, one 
has to persevere.  With some such 
perseverance, I was able to find a number of 
images with a more suitable Christian message 
and I hope that you will like the one I used. 

Happy Easter to all our readers. 

Ϯ ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĚĚůĞǁĂůů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ 

^ƉƌŝŶŐͬ�ĂƐƚĞƌ�ϮϬϮϭ 

ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĚĚůĞǁĂůů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ ϯ 

The Old Rugged Cross 
I shudder to think of how it would be, 
If God would have left my redemption to me; 
For what could I do, what could I say, 
My only hope hung on a hill far away. 

If not for the old rugged cross, 
If not for a hill called Calvary, 
I would live my whole life and die lost. 
If not for the old rugged cross, 
If not for the old rugged cross. 

To some that old cross means so little today, 
Just a symbol from some other time, some other place, 
But all that I am and I’ll ever be, 
I owe it all to that old tree. 

Marty Funderburk  

    (Submitted by Ray Jones) 

Thank You 
“I would like to thank all my 
friends for their birthday greetings 
– considering we are in lockdown 
I am overwhelmed with the love 
and kindness from you all!” 

June Bennett 



ϰ ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĚĚůĞǁĂůů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ 

^ƉƌŝŶŐͬ�ĂƐƚĞƌ�ϮϬϮϭ dŚĞ�DĞƐƐĞŶŐĞƌ 

ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĚĚůĞǁĂůů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ ϱ 

Jack Hunnisett 
1928 – 2020 
I would sincerely like to thank the whole Church Family for your cards, flowers, 
phone calls, etc, after Jack died, and especially for all your concern, love and 
prayers.  At such a difficult time it was so much appreciated by my family and I. 

A special thank you to Paul for making the funeral service so relaxed and 
meaningful  – and to Michael for the lovely tribute he paid to Jack. 

Let us all hope and pray we can all meet together soon – there’s a lot of catching 
up to do! 

A little chorus we used to sing keeps going through my mind: 

Jesus bids us shine with a pure clear light 
Like a little candle burning in the night 
In this world of darkness 
So may we shine 
You in your small corner and I in mine. 

Margaret Hunnisett  

George Wiggins 
1941 – 2020 
The loss of George on 10th November 2020 has had an enormous effect on the 
family. 

He was a godly, gentle man, yet full of fun and laughter.  Always the same and 
showed so much wisdom and love. 

Your cards and letters have all expressed the same response of “thank you, 
George, for your time in my life.” 

I want to thank you all for your time in my life, shown in the many phone calls 
and your support in prayer.  Even though it is so hard being separated by Covid, 
we are one in Jesus and we have the privilege of remembering each other in 
prayer to our wonderful saviour, Jesus. 

Thank you all for your love and prayers. 

Annie Wiggins  
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dŚĞ�DĞƐƐĞŶŐĞƌ 

ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĚĚůĞǁĂůů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ ϳ 

^ƉƌŝŶŐͬ�ĂƐƚĞƌ�ϮϬϮϭ 

Bernard Therin 
1936 – 2021 

Now with his Lord and at rest. 

Bernard and I loved having fellowship 
with you all at WBC. 

Now I give my heartfelt thanks to my 
church family for your love and prayers 
and for your practical help. 

Thank you, my brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 

Valerie Therin 

Thoughts on the Pandemic 
We walked down to our local Co-op for some shopping and, on the way in, 
I heard the manageress speaking to an older man.  He was telling her that he had 
lost his twenty-seven-year-old daughter to Covid recently.  She listened and said, 
“If I could, I would give you a big hug.”  Instead, they touched elbows. 

It reminded me of a beautiful picture book I have, where a number of pages 
have photos of people comforting others.  The caption reads ‘for Mercy has a 
human heart, Pity a human face.’ (William Blake) 

Margaret Frame quotes a lecturer she had in health visitor training who said, 
‘Statistics are people with the tears wiped off.’ 

How much we miss human contact in these dark 
days!  How precious it is to see friends, even on 
screen, or to hear their voices!  How good to 
remember that Jesus came as a man to suffer and 
care for us.  And we are His body here on earth, 
to provide that human touch if possible, and that 
human voice of care and comfort.  May you find 
joy in reaching out to others by any means 
possible.  God bless. 

Jean Rothery 

We see the world suffering, but still we get married and have children. 
That is love. 

Every night we go to bed without any assurance of being alive the next morning, but still 
we set the alarms to wake us up. 
That is hope. 
All the villagers decided to pray for rain.  On the day of prayer, all the people gathered, 
but only one boy came with an umbrella. 
That is faith. 
On an old man’s shirt was written the words: ‘I am 
not 80 years old; I am sweet 16 with 64 years of 
experience.’ 
That is attitude. 

We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of zero 
knowledge of the future. 
That is confidence. 

When you throw babies in the air, they laugh because 
they know you will catch them. 
That is trust. 

(Submitted by Tricia Price) 

Home Mission Stamps 
Please note that I shall cease collecting stamps for Home Mission after April.  Previously 
stamps could be forwarded via a SEBA representative but now they have to be sent by 
post to an outside company for sorting and the cost of postage is likely to outweigh any 
gain to Home Mission.  I trust you will understand this decision. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported in this way in the past and thank you, too, to 
those who support Home Mission financially and prayerfully. 

Tricia Price 
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ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĚĚůĞǁĂůů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ ϵ ϴ ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĚĚůĞǁĂůů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ 

^ƉƌŝŶŐͬ�ĂƐƚĞƌ�ϮϬϮϭ dŚĞ�DĞƐƐĞŶŐĞƌ 

 

Though my steps are oh, so slow, 
With my hand in His I’ll go 
On through life, let come what may,  
He’ll be there to lead the way. 

Chorus 

When the nights are dark and long, 
In my heart He puts a song. 
Telling me in words so clear, 
“Have no fear, for I am near.” 

Chorus 

When my work on earth is done, 
And life’s victories have been won. 
He will take me home above, 
Then I will understand His love. 

Chorus 

I love Jesus – does He know? 
Have I ever told Him so? 
Jesus loves to hear me say, 
That I love Him every day. 

 

(Submitted by Jacqueline Butler) 

Jesus Loves Me 
While watching TV one day, I saw a 
church in Atlanta honouring one of 
its senior pastors who had been 
retired many years.  He was 92 at 
that time. 

After a warm welcome and 
introduction of this speaker, the 
applause quietened down and he rose 
from his high back chair and walked slowly, 
with great effort, to the podium. 

He placed both hands on the pulpit to steady himself and then quietly and 
slowly began to speak without a note of any kind. 

“When I was asked to come here today and talk to you your pastor asked me to 
tell you what was the greatest lesson ever learned in my 50-odd years of 
preaching.  I thought about it for a few days and boiled it down to just one 
thing that made the most difference in my life and sustained me through all my 
trials.  The one thing that I could always rely on when tears and heartbreak and 
pain and fear and sorrow paralyzed me.  The only thing that would comfort me 
was this verse:” 

Jesus loves me, this I know, 
For the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to Him belong, 
We are weak but He is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me. 
The Bible tells me so. 

The old pastor stated, “I always noticed that it was the adults who chose this 
children’s hymn (for the children, of course), and it was the adults who sang the 
loudest because they knew it the best.” 

So, here for you now is a ‘senior’ version of that little song: 

Jesus loves me, this I know, 
Though my hair is white as snow 
Though my sight is growing dim, 
Still He bids me trust in Him. 

Yes, Jesus loves me.  Yes, Jesus loves me. 
Yes, Jesus loves me, for the bible tells me so. 

Just a Thought... 
Do all the good you can, 
by all the means you can, 
in all the ways you can, 
in all the places you can, 
at all the times you can, 
to all the people you can, 
as long as ever you can.  

John Wesley 



ϭϬ ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĚĚůĞǁĂůů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĚĚůĞǁĂůů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ ϭϭ 

^ƉƌŝŶŐͬ�ĂƐƚĞƌ�ϮϬϮϭ dŚĞ�DĞƐƐĞŶŐĞƌ 

Easter 2021 
Palm Sunday 28th March 
Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday when the Church remembers how Jesus 
arrived at the gates of Jerusalem just a few days before the Passover was due to be 
held.  He was the Messiah come to His own people in their capital city, and yet He 
came in humility, riding on a young donkey, not in triumph, riding on a war-horse. 

As Jesus entered the city, the crowds gave Him a rapturous welcome, throwing 
palm fronds into His path.  They knew His reputation as a healer, and welcomed 
Him but, sadly, the welcome was short-lived and shallow, for Jerusalem would 
soon reject her Messiah, and put Him to death.  On this day churches worldwide 
will distribute little crosses made from palm fronds in memory of Jesus’ arrival in 
Jerusalem. 

Maundy Thursday 1st April 
Maundy Thursday is famous for two things.  The first is one of the final acts that 
Jesus did before His death: the washing of His own disciples’ feet.  (see John 13.)  
Jesus washed His disciples’ feet for a purpose: “A new command I give you: Love one 
another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”  His disciples were to love 
through service to one another, not domination. 

In Latin, the opening phrase of this sentence is ‘mandatum novum do vobis’.  The 
word ‘mundy’ is thus a corruption of the Latin ‘mandatum’ (or command).  The 
ceremony of the ‘washing of the feet’ of members of the congregation came to be 
an important part of the liturgy (regular worship) of the medieval church, symbolising 
the humility of the clergy, in obedience to the example of Christ. 

But Thursday was also important because it was on that night that Jesus first 
introduced the Lord’s Supper, or what we nowadays call Holy Communion. 

Jesus and His close friends had met in a secret upper room to share the Passover 
meal together – for the last time.   And there Jesus transformed the Passover into 
the Lord’s Supper, saying, “this is my body” and “this is my blood” as He, the Lamb of 
God, prepared to die for the sins of the whole world.    John’s gospel makes it clear 
that the Last Supper took place the evening before the regular Passover meal, and 
that later Jesus died at the same time that the Passover lambs were killed. 

Good Friday 2nd April 
Good Friday is the day on which Jesus died on the cross. He was crucified at 9am 
and died six hours later, at 3pm.  It is the most solemn day in the Christian year, 
and is widely marked by the removal of all decorations from churches.  In Lutheran 
churches, the day was marked by the reading of the passion narrative in a gospel, a 
practice which lies behind the ‘passions’ composed by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 
– 1750).  Both the St Matthew Passion and the St John Passion have their 
origins in this observance of Good Friday. 

The custom of observing a period of three hours’ devotion from 12 midday to 3pm 
on Good Friday goes back to the 18th century.  The ‘Three Hours of the Cross’ often 
take the form of an extended meditation on the ‘Seven Last Words from the Cross’, 
with periods of silence, prayer, or hymn-singing. 

Easter Morning 4th April 
As the traditional Easter story is told again this year, you may notice that there is 
one name that frequently occurs.  It is that of the ‘other’ Mary – not the mother of 
Jesus, but Mary of Magdalene, who stood by her at the cross and became the first 
human being actually to meet the risen Christ. 

That’s quite a record for a woman who, the Gospels tell us, had been delivered by 
Jesus from ‘seven devils’ – New Testament language for some dark and horrible 
affliction of body, mind or spirit.  As a result, her devotion to Him was total and 
her grief at His death overwhelming. 

In church history, Mary Magdalene became the ‘fallen woman’, a harlot who was 
rescued and forgiven by Jesus.  There is no evidence to prove she was a ‘fallen 
woman’ but the contrast is sublime: Mary the virgin mother, the symbol of purity.  
Mary Magdalene, the scarlet woman who was saved and forgiven, the symbol of 
redemption. Surely, we all fall somewhere between those two extremes. 

We are not told from what dark cloud she was delivered.  What we do know is that 
the two Marys stood together at the cross – the Blessed Virgin and the woman 
rescued from who knows what darkness and despair. 

The second great moment for her was as unexpected as it was momentous.  She 
had gone with other women to the tomb of Jesus and found it empty.  An angelic 
figure told them that Jesus was not there, He had risen – and the others drifted off. 
But Mary stayed, reluctant to leave it like that.  She became aware of a man nearby 
whom she took to be the gardener.  She explained to him that the body of ‘her 
Lord’ had been taken away and she didn’t know where to find Him. 

The man simply said her name, “Mary”, and she instantly realised it was Jesus.  She 
made to hug Him, but He told her not to touch Him because His resurrection was 
not yet complete.  She was, however, to go to the male disciples and tell them she 
had met Him.  She did – but they couldn’t believe her. 

Her words – “I have seen the Lord” – echo down the centuries, the very beating heart 
of the Christian gospel. 



ϭϮ ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĚĚůĞǁĂůů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ 
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We Met A Princess 
This meeting took place when Gloria, Eddy John, Howard, and I moved as 
medical missionaries to the hilltribe village of Nasuan, located on the River 
Kwae Noi in Kanchanaburi province of north west Thailand.  There were no 
roads at that time and the only way to get to the village was to travel on the river 
by a noisy longtail boat, which took a whole day, or by slow cargo boat which 
took two or three days. 

We were about two years into our first term living in Nasuan and our presence 
was well known amongst the hill people.  I was kept busy caring for the sick that 
were brought to me, Gloria spent her time with the village women, caring for 
Howard and teaching Eddy John the Australian curriculum in the afternoon.  
He was enrolled in the village school, which filled his morning.  His free time 
was spent roaming the village with his school friends.  Gloria also spent time 
with the village women trying to teach them the basics of cleanliness when 
giving birth to their many children.  The local language was Pwo Karen and 
Thai.  Gloria and I spoke Thai and Eddy John spoke Thai and Pwo Karen when 
out playing with his friends. 

Our experience of meeting a Thai princess came about because of her interest in 
the social welfare of the Thai rural people.  The Princess mother became a 
princess by marriage into the Thai royal family.  Her husband was a prince of 
the royal line and she had two sons, both of which were to become Kings of 
Thailand.  The Princess mother came of very humble parentage and so the poor 
became her concern.  She would fly with her team of Border police into hill 
tribe villages and give medical aid and other support with a special interest in 
mothers and babies.  This came about because as a young woman she trained as 
a nurse in Boston USA.  If there was a school in a village, the children would 
line up to be presented to the princess. 

The visit of the Princess mother to Nasuan was no different.  Gloria and I had 
decided that we would stay away from the festivities of the visit since it was for 
the benefit of the villagers.  Eddy John had to be at school because it was an 
ordinary school day.  It was at about 11am when we heard the royal helicopter 
circle the village and then land on the far side of the village, close to the school.  
Since our house was on the side of the village close to the river, away from the 
school, we could see no more of the proceedings. 

I suppose half an hour or so went by when two men in military uniform 
appeared at our house to say the princess wanted to see us.  Apparently, when 
she inspected the school, Eddy John’s fair hair and fair skin stood out and she 
asked where were the parents of the ‘luk farang’ (foreigners child) and decided to 
send her aids to fetch us. 

We followed the royal aids back to the school to where the Princess mother was 
sitting under a canopy with her staff and village elders.  The Princess was a 
slightly built lady in her sixties dressed in military style with a beret on her head.  
We performed the Thai mark of respect and were surprised at her command of 
English.  We later found out that she had been educated in Switzerland and she 
was fluent in French as well.  The Princess then went on to question us about 
the purpose of our coming to live in such a remote village.  The medical side of 
our work interested her since she was also a trained nurse.  She would have 
known that I had also taken the American nursing board’s exams when we came 
into Thailand.   

I can’t remember what else we talked about except that she asked what would 
benefit the villagers most?  I thought for a bit and said that since Nasuan was so 
isolated, being two hours by river from the nearest government post, 
communication was a major problem.  Radio communication with Sisawat and 
Kanchanaburi would be of great value.  The Princess called to one of her aids 
and there was some conversation after which she said all would be taken care of.  
She gathered her party together, and they boarded the helicopter.  We 
understood she was to visit another village before returning to Kanchanaburi.  
Two weeks later, true to her word, the border police arrived and installed a radio 
in the house of the Village Headman, giving a great sense of security to the 
Nasuan area.  It all seemed to be over so quickly but the memory of a wonderful 
royal lady and her concern for the poor of her country remains with me. 

Ed Manser 

Kanchanaburi 
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British Summer Time 
At the end of March (at 2:00am on the 28th) the 
clocks will jump forward one hour as the UK 
marks the start of British Summer Time (BST). 

Smartphones and electronic appliances should 
update themselves, but you may need to adjust 
your watch and the clocks around your house to 
avoid getting caught out. 

The use of BST is still hotly debated in Britain.  Many people find that even the 
one hour’s difference disturbs their sleeping pattern, with many people waking a 
lot earlier when the clocks jump forward, and this disturbance can leave people 
feeling tired and irritable in their day – or just confused as to what time it is! 

So why do the clocks change and will 2021 be the last time? 

British Summer Time, otherwise known as daylight saving time, was originally 
devised to keep factories open for longer in the summer – since there was 
enough light to do so. 

It was proposed in 1907 by William Willett, a builder from southeast London, 
who suggested the idea after growing frustrated with having to cut short his 
rounds of golf at dusk.  His idea was that the clocks would move back 
20 minutes each day for four days, to a total of 80 minutes. 

The idea was pooh-poohed, but the First World War changed the government’s 
views on the issue. 

Germany brought in summer time in 1916 so that it could keep munitions 
factories open longer – and the UK immediately followed suit. 

Sadly, Willett died in 1915 so never saw his plan in 
action but he is remembered by a 
memorial sundial in Petts Wood, near Chislehurst 
where he grew up. 

With the promise of longer days and more 
sunshine, there have been repeated calls over the 
years for British Summer Time to be made 
permanent, and the EU has decided that they may 
abolish it this year.  So, don’t forget to reset your 
clocks – it may be the last time you have to do it! 

(from the Parish Pump) :LOOHWW¶V�0HPRULDO�6XQGLDO 

John Harrison 
And, whilst we are on the subject of clocks, did you know that 3rd April is John 
Harrison’s 328th Birthday?  Who was John Harrison, you may ask? 

It has been said that necessity is the mother of invention and, without a doubt, 
British horologist John Harrison brought that age-old proverb to life. 

Born on that day in 1693, in Foulby, Yorkshire, Harrison was a self-educated 
clockmaker and carpenter who came to the rescue of countless sailors by 
creating the first marine chronometer to calculate longitude (the East – West bit) 
at sea. 

Seeking to remedy naval disasters, the British government created the Board of 
Longitude in 1714, which offered a reward of £20,000 to anyone who could 
devise a navigational instrument that could find the longitude within 30 miles of 
a sea voyage. 

Harrison took on the challenge.  He set to work on his chronometer in 1728 
and completed it in 1735, following up this feat with three watches that were 
even smaller and more accurate than his first. 

Harrison’s extraordinary invention brought him much acclaim.  Thanks to him, 
seamen could determine not only their latitude (the North – South bit) but also 
longitude, making their excursions far safer. 

Google’s colourful Doodle, a couple of years ago, shows the inventor hard at 
work, surrounded by the tools of his trade. 

Happy 328th birthday, John Harrison! 

© Google 
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Every year since, Samaritan’s Purse has collected shoebox gifts filled with toys, school 
supplies and hygiene items for children around the world.  Since 1990, more than 
178 million children in more than 150 countries have received an Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox.  The project delivers not only the joy of what, for many kids, is their 
first gift ever, but also gives them a tangible expression of God’s love. 

Tens of thousands of volunteers from local churches around the world partner with us 
to present the Gospel of Jesus Christ at festive outreach events where children are 
surprised with these shoebox gifts. 

The Greatest Journey 
In addition, we have trained over 1.1ௗmillion volunteers from these congregations to 
teach ‘The Greatest Journey’, our dynamic follow-up discipleship course for shoebox 
recipients.  Since 2009, 23.3ௗmillion children have enrolled in this 12-lesson programme 
to learn how to follow Christ and share Him with others.  More than 11.2ௗmillion of 
these boys and girls have made a decision to accept Jesus as their Saviour during the 
course.  Many are now praying for and sharing their faith with family and friends.  As a 
result of this ever-expanding witness, new churches are starting and communities are 
being transformed! 

Whitstable Baptist Church 
In July 2020 I signed up to be a project leader for Operation Christmas Child.  
I attended a project leaders’ workshop in September followed later by a regional catch-
up session – both via Zoom (of course!!) 

From then on it was all systems go as I set about promoting the project and waited for 
prayers to be answered.  It wasn’t long before queries were coming in and the 
excitement was building! 

Sadly, the original ‘drop off’ dates were postponed, due to Covid, but WBC finally 
opened its doors as a ‘drop off’ location during the second week of December.  I was 
ably assisted by Stephanie and Ken and thank them for their time and enthusiasm 
during that period. 

One of the highlights for me was when a guy 
called Tony (not me! – Ed.) turned up with 70 
boxes.  He had promoted the charity to his 
customers who exceeded his expectations.  He 
even drove around collecting the boxes from 
his customers after a full-on day at work!!  He 
says he can’t wait until next year!! 

In all, we collected 225 shoeboxes which truly 
was an answer to prayer. 

Operation Christmas Child began in the UK in 1990, after Dave Cooke, a local 
businessman in Wrexham, and his wife Jill, felt called to do something in response to the 
plight of Romanian orphans at the end of the Cold War.  Dave’s sister Jan, came up with 
the concept of the shoebox gift as a form of easily transportable ‘Christmas stocking’ 
wrapped and packed with love.  A tangible message of hope for children in the toughest 
of circumstances.    

Dave decided to put out an appeal on local radio for blankets, toys, medical supplies and 
transportation.  The community responded generously to this volunteer-led initiative, 
filling seven lorries for Romania.  This initial load included just under 3,000 shoebox 
gifts.  The precious cargo was gratefully received by a local pastor named Liviu who, 
together with local volunteers, shared God’s love through distributing these simple gifts.  

In the summer of 1993, Dave called Samaritan’s Purse President, Franklin Graham, 
asking if he’d be willing to fill shoeboxes with gifts for children in war-torn Bosnia.  
Franklin agreed, but figured Christmas was months away.  He forgot about the promise 
until Dave called back around Thanksgiving, asking about the gifts. 

Franklin asked his friend, the late Pastor Ross Rhoads of Calvary Church of Charlotte, 
to see if he could help with the need.  One Sunday shortly afterwards, Pastor Rhoads 
demonstrated for his congregation how to fill a shoebox with simple gifts and 
encouraged them to include a letter to the child as well.  Within weeks, the church had 
11,000 shoeboxes lining their hallways. 

Due to their generosity and additional gifts from Canada, Samaritan’s Purse sent 28,000 
shoebox gifts to children in the Balkans that Christmas. 

In 1993 the BBC organised a live Songs of Praise link-up between St Giles Church, 
Wrexham, and the Second Baptist Church in Oradea, Romania, focusing on Operation 
Christmas Child.  The programme made a significant impact and elevated the campaign 
from a North Wales and Northern England project and launched it nationwide.  Over 
the next several years, Operation Christmas Child caught the imagination of churches, 
schools and workplaces throughout the UK.  

After actively partnering with Samaritan’s Purse for two years, the Wales-based shoebox 
gift project became an official project of Samaritan’s Purse in 1995. 

2SHUDWLRQ�&KULVWPDV�&KLOG 
KƵƌ�ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�'ŽĚ͛Ɛ�ůŽǀĞ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƚĂŶŐŝďůĞ�ǁĂǇ�ƚŽ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ŝŶ�

ŶĞĞĚ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�ĂŶĚ͕�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĐĂů��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ǁŽƌůĚǁŝĚĞ͕�
ƚŽ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�'ŽŽĚ�EĞǁƐ�ŽĨ�:ĞƐƵƐථ�ŚƌŝƐƚ͘ 

ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĚĚůĞǁĂůů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ ϭϳ 



ϭϴ ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĚĚůĞǁĂůů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ 

dŚĞ�DĞƐƐĞŶŐĞƌ ^ƉƌŝŶŐͬ�ĂƐƚĞƌ�ϮϬϮϭ 

ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĚĚůĞǁĂůů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ ϭϵ 

Messenger Deadline 
Contributions for the next (Summer) edition of The Messenger should be handed 
(or preferably emailed) to Beryl or Tony by – 

Sunday 9th May 2021 
A big thank you to all those who have contributed articles for The Messenger, 
especially during these difficult times, and to our loyal proof-reader, Jane, and 
also to the generous person who covered the postage costs (again!) 

Our son Richard offered the use of his time and van to 
transport the shoeboxes to our nearest processing depot in 
Tonbridge and we set off via Christchurch URC, in Westgate
-on-Sea, where we picked up a further 283 boxes which filled 
the van to the gunnels!  It was such a fun road trip.  Richard 
and I were blown away by the scale of the operation at 
Tonbridge and this is one of three processing depots in the 
country. 

The whole experience was exciting, inspiring and humbling 
and I (and Richard) look forward to getting involved again 

this year, God 
willing. 

Thank you to Paul and the Deacons for 
allowing the church to be used as a drop 
off location; to Ken and Stephanie for 
manning the centre with me; to Richard for 
his time, enthusiasm and use of van(!); to 
all the folk we had the privilege of meeting; 
to all those who packed boxes and/or 
donated online; to those who prayed for all 
aspects of this valuable work; to the lovely 
calm and patient Madeleine who was always 

on the end of the phone when I had questions or a mild panic(!!); to Tricia Price who 
passed this wonderful baton on to me, 
having fulfilled this role for many years; to all 
who helped with promoting this event – and 
to Tony for publishing it in the Messenger. 

Praise God for His goodness, grace and 
mercy. 

Here’s to a bumper 2021!!! 

Alison Oliver 

Going to Church in the Covid Pandemic 
More than 17,000 online services and events have been provided by Church of 
England churches since the introduction of the lockdown and the restrictions 
on public worship. 

Figures from the Church of England’s ‘A Church Near You’ website, which 
allows people to search for church services and events, show that more than 
17,000 online services or events are now listed, including Sunday Communion 
services, Bible studies and morning or night prayer. Many of these services take 
place regularly and this figure represents a snapshot of the likely total number. 

The statistics do not include the Church of England’s national online weekly 
services broadcast on Sundays and shared on Facebook and YouTube.  There 
have been nearly three million views of the national online services, and posts 
about the weekly broadcasts have been seen more than 23 million times. 
Contributors have included the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, the Duke 
of Cambridge and Pope Francis. 

The national online services are being watched by a wide range of ages, and 
around one in five people viewing go to church infrequently or not at all. 

Other figures in the report show that official Church of England apps from 
Church House Publishing – the most popular being Daily Prayer, or the Daily 
Office of morning, evening and night prayer – have been used more than seven 
million times last year, up from five million in 2019. Church of England social 
media posts have been seen 86 million times during 2020, nearly double the total 
for 2019. 

The growth in online services has been helped by the Church of England 
stepping up its digital training programme for congregations.  More than 4,200 
vicars and local church leaders took part in remote digital training courses 
during 2020, four times more than in 2019. 

The Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell, said: “At a time when many have felt 
isolated and fearful, Church of England parishes and clergy have broadcast 
thousands of online church services and events, seeking to bring 
comfort and hope to their communities. We know that tens of 
thousands of those tuning in will never have had contact with 
their local Church of England parish before and may never 
have heard the Christian message. Their welcome presence is 
a sign of the great hunger we all have for spiritual 
meaning in our lives.” 

(from the Parish Pump� 
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ϭ͘ ^ƚ͘�WĂƚƌŝĐŬ�ǁĂƐ�ďŽƌŶ�ŝŶ�ϯϰϳ���ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ZŽŵĂŶ�ƐĞƩůĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ĂŶŶĂ�
sĞŶƚĂ��ĞƌŶŝĂĞ͕�ďƵƚ�ŝŶ�ǁŚĂƚ�ŵŽĚĞƌŶ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ͍ 

Ϯ͘ �ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ůĞŐĞŶĚ͕�ŚŽǁ�ĚŝĚ�^ƚ͘�WĂƚƌŝĐŬ�ĚƌŝǀĞ�ƐŶĂŬĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�/ƌĞůĂŶĚ͍ 

ϯ͘ tŚĂƚ�ĚŝĚ�^ƚ͘�WĂƚƌŝĐŬ�ƵƐĞ�ƚŽ�ƚĞĂĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�/ƌŝƐŚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�,ŽůǇ�dƌŝŶŝƚǇ͍ 

ϰ͘ /Ŷ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĐĂƚŚĞĚƌĂů�ŝƐ�^ƚ͘�WĂƚƌŝĐŬ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ďƵƌŝĞĚ͍ 

ϱ͘ /Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ďĞŝŶŐ�WĂƚƌŽŶ�^ĂŝŶƚ�ŽĨ�/ƌĞůĂŶĚ͕�^ƚ͘�WĂƚƌŝĐŬ�ŝƐ�ĂůƐŽ�WĂƚƌŽŶ�
^ĂŝŶƚ�ŽĨ��ŶŐŝŶĞĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�tĞƐƚ��ĨƌŝĐĂŶ�ŶĂƟŽŶ͍ 

ϲ͘ ^ƚ͘�WĂƚƌŝĐŬ͛Ɛ��ĂǇ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ŽĸĐŝĂů�ŚŽůŝĚĂǇ�ŝŶ�ďŽƚŚ�EŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ�/ƌĞůĂŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�
ZĞƉƵďůŝĐ�ŽĨ�/ƌĞůĂŶĚ͕�ďƵƚ�ŽŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ��ĂƌŝďďĞĂŶ�ŝƐůĂŶĚ�ŝƐ�DĂƌĐŚ�ϭϳƚŚ�ĂůƐŽ�
ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ŚŽůŝĚĂǇ͍ 

ϳ͘ dŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�^ƚ͘�WĂƚƌŝĐŬ͛Ɛ��ĂǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�h^��ƚŽŽŬ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ŝŶ�
ϭϳϯϳ͕�ŝŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĐŝƚǇ͍ 

ϴ͘ /Ŷ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǇĞĂƌ�ĚŝĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�^ƚ͘�WĂƚƌŝĐŬ͛Ɛ�ĚĂǇ�ƉĂƌĂĚĞ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ŝŶ�EĞǁ�
zŽƌŬ��ŝƚǇ͍ 

ϵ͘ /Ŷ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�EŽƌƚŚ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�ĐŝƚǇ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ĚǇĞĚ�ŐƌĞĞŶ�ĞĂĐŚ�DĂƌĐŚ�
ϭϳƚŚ͍ 

ϭϬ͘ ^ƚ͘�WĂƚƌŝĐŬ͛Ɛ��ĂǇ�ŽĐĐƵƌƐ�ŽŶ�DĂƌĐŚ�ϭϳƚŚ�ĞĂĐŚ�ǇĞĂƌ�ďƵƚ�ǁŚǇ�ǁĂƐ�ŝƚ�
ŵŽǀĞĚ�ƚŽ�DĂƌĐŚ�ϭϱƚŚ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϬϴ͍ 

ϭϭ͘ tŚĂƚ�ĚŝĚ�ƚŚĞ�dŽƌŽŶƚŽ�^ĂŝŶƚ�WĂƚƌŝĐŬƐ�ŝĐĞ�ŚŽĐŬĞǇ�ƚĞĂŵ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ŽŶ�
&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϭϰƚŚ ϭϵϮϳ͍ 
 

-XVW�)RU�)XQ� 
6W��3DWULFN·V�'D\�4XL] 
,Q�KRQRXU�RI�6W��3DWULFN·V�'D\����WK�0DUFK��ZH�KDYH�VHW�
WKLV�HGLWLRQ·V�TXL]�WR�KHOS�\RX�ILQG�RXW�PRUH�DERXW�KLP� 

ϭϮ͘ dŚĞ�ƉŚƌĂƐĞ�͚�ŝƌĞ�ŐŽ�ďƌĂĐŚ͛�ŝƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ŚĞĂƌĚ�ŽŶ�^ƚ͘�WĂƚƌŝĐŬ͛Ɛ��ĂǇ͖�ǁŚĂƚ�
ĚŽĞƐ�ŝƚ�ŵĞĂŶ͍ 

ϭϯ͘ tŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƵƌ�ƉƌŽǀŝŶĐĞƐ�ŽĨ�/ƌĞůĂŶĚ͍ 

ϭϰ͘ EĂŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƵƌ�/ƌŝƐŚ�ĐŽƵŶƟĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ďĞŐŝŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞƩĞƌ�͚t͛͘ 

ϭϱ͘ tŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽŶŐĞƐƚ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ŝŶ�/ƌĞůĂŶĚ͍ 

ϭϲ͘ tŚĞƌĞ�ŝŶ�/ƌĞůĂŶĚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ǇŽƵ�ĮŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�͚�ŽŽŬ�ŽĨ�<ĞůůƐ͍͛ 

ϭϳ͘ >ĞŐĞŶĚ�ŚĂƐ�ŝƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝĨ�ǇŽƵ�ŬŝƐƐ�ƚŚĞ��ůĂƌŶĞǇ�^ƚŽŶĞ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝůů�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŝŌ�
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĂď͘�/Ŷ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�/ƌŝƐŚ�ĐŽƵŶƚǇ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ǇŽƵ�ĮŶĚ�ƚŚĞ��ůĂƌŶĞǇ�^ƚŽŶĞ͍ 

ϭϴ͘ �ŽƌŶ�ŝŶ��ƵďůŝŶ�ŝŶ�ϭϴϱϲ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�/ƌŝƐŚ�ƉůĂǇǁƌŝŐŚƚ�ŚĂƐ�ǁŽŶ�ďŽƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�
EŽďĞů�WĞĂĐĞ�WƌŝǌĞ�ĨŽƌ�>ŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶ�KƐĐĂƌ͍ 

ϭϵ͘ :ŽŶĂƚŚĂŶ�^ǁŝŌ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĂŶ�ŽĨ�^ƚ͘�WĂƚƌŝĐŬ͛Ɛ�ŝŶ��ƵďůŝŶ͕�ǁƌŽƚĞ�ǁŚĂƚ�ĨĂŵŽƵƐ�
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ͛Ɛ�ŶŽǀĞů͍ 

ϮϬ͘ /Ŷ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĐŽƵŶƚǇ�ĚŽ�ƚŚĞ�͚DŽƵŶƚĂŝŶƐ�ŽĨ�DŽƵƌŶĞ�ƐǁĞĞƉ�ĚŽǁŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐĞĂ͍͛ 

Ϯϭ͘ �ƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŶŶƵĂů�WƵĐŬ�&Ăŝƌ͕�ŝŶ�<ŝůůŽƌŐůŝŶ͕�ǁŚĂƚ�ĂŶŝŵĂů�ŝƐ�ĐƌŽǁŶĞĚ�<ŝŶŐ�
WƵĐŬ͍ 

ϮϮ͘ tŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂŵĞ�ŽĨ�DŝĐŚĂĞů�&ůĂƚůĞǇ͛Ɛ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�/ƌŝƐŚ�ĚĂŶĐĞ͕�
ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůůǇ�ƐƚĂŐĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĂů�ĞŶƚĞƌƚĂŝŶŵĞŶƚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ϭϵϵϱ��ƵƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶ�
^ŽŶŐ��ŽŶƚĞƐƚ͍ 

Ϯϯ͘ tŚŝĐŚ�Įůŵ�ƐƚĂƌƌŝŶŐ�:ŽŚŶ�tĂǇŶĞ�ŝƐ�ƐĞƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�/ƌŝƐŚ�ƚŽǁŶ�ŽĨ�/ŶŶŝƐĨƌĞĞ͍ 

Ϯϰ͘ tŚŝĐŚ�ĨŽƌŵĞƌ�ǁŝŶŶĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ƵƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶ�^ŽŶŐ��ŽŶƚĞƐƚ�ƌĂŶ�ĨŽƌ�/ƌŝƐŚ�
ƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϵϳ͍ 
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Holy Days: 14th March – Mothering Sunday 
Mothering Sunday is the fourth Sunday of Lent and, traditionally, it was a day 
when children, mainly daughters who had gone to work as domestic servants, 
were given a day off to visit their mothers and families. (It was quite common in 
those days for children to leave home for work once they were ten years old.)  Today it is a 
day when children give presents, flowers, and home-made cards to their 
mothers. 

Most Sundays in the year churchgoers in England worship at their nearest parish 
or ‘daughter’ church.  Centuries ago it was considered important for people to 
return to their home or ‘mother’ church once a year.  So, each year in the middle 
of Lent, everyone would visit their ‘mother’ church – the main church or 
cathedral of the area. 

As they walked along the country lanes, children would pick wild flowers or 
violets to take to church or to give to their mother as a small gift. 

Mothering Sunday was also known as Refreshment Sunday because the fasting 
rules for Lent were relaxed that day. 

The food item especially associated with Mothering Sunday is the Simnel cake.  
A Simnel cake is a fruit cake made with two layers of almond paste, one on top 
and one in the middle.  The cake is made with 11 balls of marzipan icing on top 
representing the 11 disciples. (Judas is not included.)  Traditionally, sugar violets 
would also be added. 

The name Simnel probably comes from the Latin word ‘simila’ which means a 
fine wheat flour usually used for baking a cake.  However, there is a legend that 
a man called Simon and his wife Nell argued over whether the cake for 
Mothering Sunday should be baked or boiled. 

In the end they did both, so the cake was named after both of them: Sim-Nell – 
believe that bit if you like! 

Holy Days: 2nd March – St. Chad 
I was surprised to come across this article – and curious – which is why I have 
included it here. 

Beryl and I both lived in Chadwell Heath (modern maps show it as part of Greater 
London, but it is really in Essex!)  Just along the road from the parish church of 
St. Chad is the Baptist church where we met and where I was baptised – not by 
St. Chad! 

Some of you will also have been in that Baptist church when you came to our 
wedding quite a few years ago.  (The church also holds special memories for Sue 
Baxendale.)  But who was St. Chad? 

Chad should be the patron saint of any modern bishop whose consecration is 
questioned by another bishop.  Chad was consecrated a bishop, then deposed – 
and then re-consecrated! 

It all began in about the middle of the 7th century when Oswiu, King of 
Northumbria, made Chad the bishop of Northumbria.  But due to a scarcity of 
appropriate bishops, two dubious bishops did the job of consecrating him.  This 
led to Theodore, Archbishop of Canterbury, deciding to depose him about three 
years later. 

Chad took his dismissal with good heart, and peacefully retired.  But then 
Theodore had second thoughts.  Chad was of excellent character – humble, 
devout, and zealous, so Theodore re-consecrated him to be the first bishop of 
the Mercians.  Second time around, Chad was a great success – again. 

When Chad died in about 672AD, he was quickly venerated as a saint.  People 
took a great fancy to his bones, believing that they would bring healing.  Even 
today, four large bones, dating from the 7th century, and believed to be Chad’s, 
are in the Roman Catholic cathedral in Birmingham. 

Bishops today may still argue about consecration, but they are unlikely to have 
their bones disturbed. 

Tony Harris 
(and the Parish Pump) 

St. Chad’s Parish Church Chadwell Heath Baptist Church 



dŚĞ�DĞƐƐĞŶŐĞƌ 

ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĚĚůĞǁĂůů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ Ϯϱ 

^ƉƌŝŶŐͬ�ĂƐƚĞƌ�ϮϬϮϭ 

Ϯϰ ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĚĚůĞǁĂůů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ 

 Book Review: 
A Cross in the Heart of  God 
(reflections on the death of Jesus) 
By Samuel Wells, Canterbury Press, £10.99 

It is not too late to buy a Lent Book – if you move 
fast!  The Canterbury Press Lent book for 2021 
focuses on the Cross – the event at the very centre 
of Christianity: the crucifixion. 

Samuel Wells writes as a theologian and pastor to 
explore the cross in the purposes of God and how 
this act brings about salvation. 

Three sections, each with six short chapters, explore 
the cross in: the Old Testament (Covenant, Test, Passover, Atonement, Servant, 
Sacrifice); the Epistles (Forgiveness, Obedience, Foolishness, Example, Reconciliation, 
Boast); and in the Gospels (Finished, Judged, Betrayed, Pierced, Forsaken, Mocked). 

Written with characteristic clarity, and wearing its considerable learning lightly, 
‘A Cross at the Heart of God’ will give readers a comprehensive understanding 
of the story at the heart of scripture, the central event in history and a core tenet 
of the Christian faith.  A study guide with questions and prayers makes this ideal 
for Lent groups as well as individual reading.

This beautifully clear book will give you a comprehensive understanding of the 
story at the heart of scripture, and the central event in history. 

Available (free of postage charges) Aslan Christian Books at: 
www.aslanchristianbooks�com

Lord, make Calvary real to me 
 

Lord, make Calvary real to me, 
Lord, make Calvary real to me. 
Open my eyes to see victory in Christ for me. 
Lord, make Calvary real to me. 
 
From an old Salvation Army chorus 
 

(Submitted by Ray Jones) 
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ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĚĚůĞǁĂůů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ Ϯϳ 

Answers to St. Patrick’s Quiz (page 20) 
1  S c o t l a n d ;  2  B a n g i n g  a  d r u m ;  3  S h a m r o c k ;  4  D o w n p a t r i c k ;  5  N i g e r i a ;  
6  M o n t s e r r a t ;  7  B o s t o n ;  8  1 7 6 2 ;  9  C h i c a g o ;  1 0  T o  a v o i d  H o l y  W e e k ;  1 1  T o r o n t o  
M a p l e  L e a f s ;  1 2  I r e l a n d  F o r e v e r ;  1 3  C o n n a c h t ,  L e i n s t e r ,  M u n s t e r  a n d  U l s t e r ;  
1 4  W i c k l o w ,  W e x f o r d ,  W a t e r f o r d  a n d  W e s t m e a t h ;  1 5  S h a n n o n ;  1 6  T r i n i t y  
C o l l e g e ,  D u b l i n ;  1 7  K i l l a r n e y ,  C o u n t y  C o r k ;  1 8  G e o r g e  B e r n a r d  S h a w ;  
1 9  G u l l i v e r ’ s  T r a v e l s ;  2 0  C o u n t y  D o w n ;  2 1  G o a t ;  2 2  R i v e r d a n c e ;  2 3  T h e  Q u i e t  
M a n ;  2 4  D a n a  ( R o s e m a r y  S c a l l o n  n é e  B r o w n ) ;  2 5  I r i s h  W h i s k e y .  

Michelangelo 
In 1508 Michelangelo was commissioned by Pope Julius II to paint the ceiling 
of the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican.  Michelangelo didn’t really like painting – 
his passion was sculpture.  But the Pope insisted and so, very reluctantly, 
Michelangelo agreed. 

And there on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel he designed and painted Jesus 
and the Twelve Apostles – and more than 400 historical figures from nine 
scenes of the Book of Genesis. 

But Michelangelo paid dearly with his health.  He was only 33 years old when 
he started to paint the ceiling.  He had to lay flat on his back, on high 
scaffolding.  His neck, shoulders and back were eventually damaged and 
strained.  While he was painting, the paint dripped into his eyes, weakening 
his eyesight. 

For four long years, he toiled away in the Sistine Chapel – all alone – painting 
the ceiling.  Later, he called that time his ‘tortured years’ and said he felt ‘

  

Out of that pain and suffering, and total commitment to God, 
brought forth  

Like Michelangelo, expects us to keep on keeping on, 
doing whatever work our Lord puts before us. 

Our own daily lives may seem overburdened at times, but let us use these 
opportunities to build into ourselves the nine fruits of the spirit: 

And so 

(John Wesley) 

 

 

 

(from ‘Grace’ magazine by 

The Last Laugh 

Three friends were marooned on a deserted island. 
They were there for a long time.  One day, an old 
lamp was washed up on the beach and the friends 
started to clean it up.   Suddenly, a genie popped out 
of the lamp and thanked them for rescuing him! 
In return, he offered each of them a wish which he would grant immediately. 
The first friend wished he was back home and, instantly, he was back with his 
family!  The second man wished he was at Lord’s cricket ground watching 
England beat the West Indies and, instantly, he was there in the crowd cheering 
his team on.  The genie asked the third man what he wished for and he replied 
“I’m lonely here, without my friends, I wish they were still here.” and, 
instantly...  

Submitted by Rev Stephen Biddall (Margate Baptist Church)  



Prunes for Breakfast? 
Should I do it at the beginning of winter or the end?  Every year I am 
undecided – well, at least, I think I am.  By late Autumn most of the roses 
on our bush have died off but some buds keep bursting forth to enjoy the 
day, whatever the weather.  So, each November, as I approach with 
enthusiasm, a little voice cries out, “back off with those secateurs”.  
I could ask one of my knowledgeable garden-enthusiast friends what they 
would suggest, or get Tricia to check with Malcolm (he knows these 
things).  Actually, I could ask Alexa or Google, but quite honestly Malcolm 
is much nicer. 

After all these years, I really should know.  It may depend on what variety 
our roses are.  Well, I have no idea – they came with the house.  Probably 
the best time is in early Spring, after the frosts have finished their frosting, 
but what I am certain of is that our lovely bush of white roses by the front 
door needs dedicated pruning and also thrives on a couple of prunes 
throughout the summer, too.  (Perhaps that should be ‘prunings’!) One 
definition is given as “the selective removal of certain parts of a plant, such 
as branches, buds or roots”.  Anyway, we need to discard the spent 
blooms, deal with the greenfly, leaf spot and all those other ailments. 

Our roses give pleasure to us, our neighbours and passers-by and I want 
them to look their best.  I have read that “if they are not pruned, many 
beautiful things become less productive and overladen 
with negative features”.  It is an ongoing 
necessity.  So, in His infinite love, God is 
pruning us, cutting away bad and unwanted 
parts, in order to make us the best we can 
be; to keep us within His will and purpose, 
steadfast in our faith and bearing fruit for 
Him, that others may see the beauty of Jesus 
in us. 

John 15:1-5 and Gal. 5:22-23. 

 
  Beryl Harris 

hƐĞĨƵů��ŽŶƚĂĐƚ��ĞƚĂŝůƐ 

Beryl’s Back! 

ǁǁǁ͘ŵŝĚĚůĞǁĂůů͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ ŝďĐ
  

BMS Birthday Scheme: 
June Gluning  771187 birthdays@middlewall.co.uk 

Treasurer: 
Please contact the Diaconate, below   treasurer@middlewall.co.uk 

Choral Group: 
Ray Jones 772997 juneray.orpheus@gmail.com 

Church Flowers: 
Pam Tyler 277624 pamverat@aol.co.uk 

Diaconate: 
Andrew Frame (Secretary)  794489 secretary@middlewall.co.uk 
Jean Myhill 277297 jean_myhill.gov@hotmail.co.uk 
Alison Oliver 07745 292968 A.L.Oliver@kent.ac.uk 
Elisabeth Newman* 634756 elisabethn@hotmail.co.uk 
Ken Pacey* 265572 peanuts47@hotmail.co.uk 
*Acting Deacons 

Messenger: 
Tony & Beryl Harris 780969 messenger@middlewall.co.uk 

Minister: 
Rev Paul Wilson 273849 minister@middlewall.co.uk 

Prayer Chain: 
Margaret Frame 794489 
Jean Rothery 265276   

Secretary: 
Andrew Frame 794489 secretary@middlewall.co.uk 

Website: 
Tony Harris 780969 webmaster@middlewall.co.uk 

Worship Group: 
Jean Rothery 265276 jean.rothery@outlook.com 

Young People’s Groups: 
Anne Wilson 273849 ypf@middlewall.co.uk 

 
If the person or organisation you want is not listed please contact the Secretary. 
(Unless otherwise given, the dialling code for all telephone numbers is 01227) 

dŚĞ�DĞƐƐĞŶŐĞƌ 

prayer@middlewall.co.uk 
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