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Useful Contact Details 

www.middlewall.co.uk  

BMS Birthday Scheme: 
June Gluning  771187 birthdays@middlewall.co.uk 

Book Keeper: 
Janet Payne 264186 treasurer@middlewall.co.uk 

Choral Group: 
Ray Jones 772997 juneray.orpheus@gmail.com 

Church Flowers: 
Pam Tyler 277624 pamverat@aol.co.uk 

Deacons: 
Andrew Frame (Secretary)  794489 secretary@middlewall.co.uk 
Cheree Moyes 638841 chereebright@yahoo.co.uk 
Jean Myhill 277297 jean_myhill.gov@hotmail.co.uk 
Alison Oliver 652953 A.L.Oliver@kent.ac.uk 

Messenger: 
Tony & Beryl Harris 780969 messenger@middlewall.co.uk 

Minister: 
Rev Paul Wilson 273849 minister@middlewall.co.uk 

Prayer Chain: 
Margaret Frame 794489 prayer@middlewall.co.uk 
Jean Rothery 265276 

Secretary: 
Andrew Frame 794489 secretary@middlewall.co.uk 

Website: 
Tony Harris 780969 webmaster@middlewall.co.uk 

Worship Group: 
Jean Rothery 265276 jean.rothery@outlook.com 

Young People’s Groups: 
Anne Wilson 273849 ypf@middlewall.co.uk 

If the person or organisation you want is not listed please contact the Secretary. 
(Dialling code for all telephone numbers is 01227) 



 
 

A Man, a Girl, a Car and a Carwash 
Many years ago, when I was a poor, impoverished apprentice, I took a part-time 
job in a local petrol station.  As well as selling petrol the garage also had, what 
was then, a new-fangled, automatic carwash. 
One day, a young lady arrived in an old mini.  She asked, “would you take my 
car through the carwash, please?  I’d do it myself but I suffer from 
claustrophobia.”  Being slightly naïve, but gallant and bold, I agreed. 
Until then, I had thought that claustrophobia was a fear of enclosed spaces.  
What this young lady actually suffered from was ‘Aquaphobia’ – the fear of 
getting wet!  The car leaked like a sieve and I got soaked! 
I was reminded of this incident a few days’ ago when I took my, fairly new, non-
leaking, car to the ultra-new-fangled, automatic carwash, on the outskirts of 
Whitstable.  For a fairly modest amount I had a choice of about ten different 
levels of wash and brush-up and polish.  I chose level seven, which included a 
triple wash (!), under-chassis brush-up, and tyre dressing (whatever that was!) 
A young man directed me and my car into the jaws of the machine and I then 
sat back and enjoyed the views of pouring rain and whirring brushes as my car 
was automatically pulled along a track, reminiscent of a large model railway, and 
a few weeks’ worth of dust and dirt was removed from my vehicle. 
All went well for a few minutes.  There I was, safely inside my dry and cosy car, 
completely surrounded by, but isolated from, flying water, whirring brushes, 
steam and foam, unable to see further than the windscreen – when everything 
stopped. 
It all went quiet, very quiet – except for the drip of water from dozens of 
nozzles – and all the vehicles on the track were now stationary, as were the 
brushes.  What should I do?  What could I do?  There was not enough room to 
open my door – even if I wanted to and, as I too suffer from a mild form of 
aquaphobia, I didn’t want to do that! 
An hour or two passed (in reality actually just a few seconds) and everything started 
up again and all the cars continued merrily on their way to 
emerge into the sunshine, all bright and shiny – and, in 
my case, complete with properly dressed tyres! 
That incident reminded me how the love of Jesus 
continues to wash us clean of our sins, thoroughly 
and completely – and He never stops! 

Tony Harris 

Beryl’s Back! 
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Beryl’s having a day off! Minister’s Letter 
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Dear Friends, 
“What are you giving up for Lent?”  You may hear this question over the next few 
weeks. 
Every spring Christians from different traditions choose to celebrate Lent.  This 
is regarded as a special period of reflection in the Christian calendar that helps 
prepare worshippers for Easter.  It coincides with longer days and indeed the 
word ‘Lent’ derives from the Anglo-Saxon ‘lencten’ which comes from the same 
root as ‘long’.  It refers to the lengthening of days as the earth moves from the 
winter solstice toward the spring equinox.  
The Lenten season, running from Ash Wednesday to Maundy Thursday, is 
regarded by many as a holy time – this year it occurs from Wednesday 
February 26th to Thursday April 9th.  During this six-week-long event we are 
encouraged to confront our own sinfulness, to remember our mortality and to 
give thanks for the gift of salvation we receive through the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Traditionally it has been a period of self-denial 
expressed in fasting or abstinence from luxuries, such as chocolate – though the 
Sundays can be excluded when such treats may be acceptable. Lent is promoted 
as 40 days long, reflecting and reminiscent of Jesus’ time in the wilderness 
before He embarked on His public ministry. 
In England a Lenten fast was first ordered to be observed by Earconberht, king 
of Kent (A.D. 640-664).  In the Middle Ages, meat, eggs and milk were 
forbidden in Lent and this rule was enforced until the reign of King William III 
(1650-1702).  Since then the strict observance of the Lenten fast or 
‘Quadragesima’ has been generally abandoned though, admittedly, with a slightly 
more relaxed revival of the duty of abstinence in Anglican high church circles in 
the mid-nineteenth century.  General Lenten observance increased in Protestant 
churches in the twentieth century and some religious commentators have 
predicted that Lent may once again become a universal Christian practice. 
In the Orthodox tradition ‘Great Lent’ begins on ‘Clean Monday’, which 
concentrates on the need for purity from sin after the preceding Carnival 
celebrations,  and it ends on the eve of the Orthodox Easter Sunday – this year 
it runs from Monday March 2nd to Saturday April 18th. 
A Russian Orthodox website helpfully urges the following: ‘During Lent seek God 
and His will.  Simplify your life.  Cut back on entertainments.  Don’t just give up things.  
Take on good things.  Try to concentrate on what’s most important – God and your 
neighbour.  Come to worship more often if you can.’ 
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Prior to the 1970s most Baptists did not observe Lent.  The absence of any 
reference in the Bible to Lent tended to undermine its practice.  But increasingly 
Baptist Churches are choosing to mark this Lenten period, viewing it as a very 
valuable season of preparation and focus as we approach Easter. 
A prayer by Jenny Child is, in my view, very pertinent and it resonates with what 
we said at the start of this year about our ‘20-20 Vision’ being ‘to love and serve 
Jesus Christ and to become all He wants us to be’ – 

Lord, in this season of Lent 
May I be more aware 
Of my shortcomings. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the kind deed not done, 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the thoughts that dishonour you, 
Lord, have mercy. 
For stubbornness and hardness of heart, 
Lord, have mercy. 
Give me insight to see 
What I am, and the grace to become 
What You would have me be. 

May God graciously answer this earnest prayer. 
Your friend and pastor, 
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Cover Picture 
One of the difficulties of selecting a picture for 
the cover of our magazine is that each edition 
covers a whole season – three months – any of 
which may contain some unique or special 
event.  On this occasion, Easter falls in the 
middle of our Spring edition. 

So, should the cover picture reflect Easter – 
which is just a few days in the middle, or 
Spring which, technically, lasts all the way 
until the Summer Issue? 

Ed. 

�ŝƌƚŚĚĂǇ�'ƌĞĞƟŶŐƐ�ƚŽ͗- 
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ϬϭϮϮϳ�ϳϳϭϭϴϳ 

May God 
richly bless 
you on your 
special day! 

Spring 2020 

(Submitted by Jean Moyes) 
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The Last Laugh 

Two boys were walking home from 
Sunday school after hearing a 
strong preaching on the devil.  One 
said to the other, “What do you 
think about all this Satan stuff?” 

The other boy replied, “Well, you 
know how Santa Claus turned out.  
It's probably just your Dad.” 

Answers to an April Quiz (page 18) 
1 James Cook, 2 The Bounty, 3 George Washington, 4 Abraham Lincoln, 5 Athens, 
6 Titanic, 7 Malta, 8 Spaghetti, 9 Yuri Gagarin, 10 Apollo 13, 11 Red Rum, 12 Belfast, 
13 Saddam Hussein, 14 Benedict XVI. 

When clock hands overlap (page 19) 
 00:00.00    01:05.27,   02:10.55,    03:16.22,    04:21.49,    05:27.17,    06:32.44, 

07:38.11,   08:43.38,   09:49.06,    10:54.33,    12:00.00,    13:05.27 etc. 
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The Joys of  Neighbours in the Spring! 
Spring has finally sprung, and our thoughts turn naturally to … the garden. The 
first sunny day is an opportunity to cut the grass with your new motor mower, 
prune your next door neighbour’s tree which overhangs, have a big bonfire to 
get rid of the rubbish, and end the day with a noisy barbeque! 

All of these activities can lead to problems. Nuisance, in a legal sense, is 
something for which you make a claim in a civil court, the aim being for 
compensation or an order to stop someone causing the problem.  

Nuisance can also happen when a landowner does something on his or her own 
land which affects another person’s use or enjoyment of their own neighbouring 
land.  

It is probably noise which causes most complaints. This could be noise from a 
motor mower, music or just people arguing.  

Burning rubbish on bonfires could also cause a nuisance, if done when your 
neighbour has washing on their line. You might need to check if there is a local 
byelaw stating when you can and cannot have a fire.  

Not everyone likes pets, and they can cause damage. There are laws on 
dangerous dogs, and the more pets you have, the more chance of problems.  

You can trim back overhanging branches from your neighbour’s tree but, 
remember, you will be liable if your pruning kills the plant. You may also have 
problems if your tree roots damage the pipes in your next-door garden.  

Disputes between neighbours are always tricky and court action is a last resort. 
So, how should you be a good neighbour? Be reasonable and sensible. If there is 
a problem, go and speak to your neighbour. It is much cheaper to speak directly 
to them rather than speak to them through a lawyer.  

Think about the situation. Does your neighbour have young children or 
someone who works shifts? Tell them what you, or they, are doing. If you want 
to cut the hedge or mend a 
fence or have a party, speak 
to your neighbour first.  

As always this is a complex 
legal area so do get proper 
legal advice. 

© Parish Pump 
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In Times Like These 
By Helen Steiner Rice 

We read the headlines daily and listen to the news, 
we shake our heads despairingly and glumly sing the blues, 
we are restless and dissatisfied and we do not feel secure, 
we are vaguely discontented with the things we must endure. 

This violent age we live in is filled with nameless fears 
as we listen to the newscasts that come daily to our ears, 
and we view the threatening future with sad sobriety 
as we are surrounded daily by increased anxiety. 

How can we find security or stand on solid ground 
when there's violence and dissension and confusion all around; 
where can we go for refuge from the rising tides of hate, 
where can we find a haven to escape this shameful fate? 

Instead of reading headlines that disturb the heart and mind, 
let us open up the Bible and in doing so we'll find 
that this age is no different from the millions gone before, 
but in every hour of crisis God has opened up a door. 

For all who seek His guidance and trust His all-wise plan, 
God provides protection beyond that devised by man 
and we learn that each tomorrow is not ours to understand, 
but lies safely in the keeping of the great Creator’s Hand, 

And to have the steadfast knowledge that we never walk alone, 
and to rest in the assurance that our every need is known, 
will help dispel our worries, our anxieties and care, 
for doubt and fear are vanquished in the peacefulness of prayer. 

Submitted by Joan Faulkner 

Just a thought… 
Prayer is bringing your wishes and worries to God; 

Faith is leaving them there. 
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No Butts! 
The hardest thing you’ll ever do is to put others 
first and yourself second, because we intuitively 
look out for ourselves.  Self-preservation is man’s 
first instinct – but it doesn’t work. 

Do you know how two goats respond when they 
meet on a narrow path above a river?  They can’t 
turn back, and they can’t pass each other because 
they lack even an inch of spare room.  The goats 
instinctively know that if they butt each other 
they’ll both fall into the river and drown. 

So how do they handle it?  Nature has taught one goat to lie down so the other 
can pass over it and, as a result, both animals survive and arrive at their 
destination safe and sound. 

Instead of seeing itself as a doormat to be walked on, the goat sees itself as a 
bridge to be crossed over.  So it becomes a win-win situation.  The Bible says 
Jesus ‘made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant’.  
And to do that you must focus on other people’s needs instead of your own 
‘rights’. 

President Calvin Coolidge once said: ‘No enterprise can exist for itself alone.  It 
ministers to some great need, it performs some great service, not for itself, but 
for others; or failing therein, it ceases to be profitable and ceases to exist.’  And 
what’s true for any organisation or business operation, is true for you. 

And here’s the best part: every time you sacrifice in order to serve someone, 
you’re sowing seeds of blessing you will surely reap. 

(from ‘The Word for Today’ UCB)  

Just a thought… 
When you turn worry into worship, 

God will turn your battles into blessings. 
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THE DEADLINE for the next edition 
(Summer Issue) 

of The Messenger is… 

Sunday 10th May 
Please ensure your contributions are handed 

(or preferably emailed) 
to Beryl or Tony by that date. 

Thank you 
email: messenger@middlewall.co.uk 

The (next) Messenger 

Consider Yourself  Hugged 
by Mendellson Cartwright 

When I’m not there with you 
and I can’t hug you when I would 

just follow these directions 
to feel somewhere near as good. 

Keep this card where you’re reminded 
that my arms are seeking you 

and when you feel you need a hug 
this is all you have to do – 

Shut your eyes and think of me 
imagine that I’m there 

wrap your arms tight round yourself 
and space will disappear. 

Very soon you’ll feel the warmth 
and this is why, you see 

every time you hug yourself 
you’re also hugging me! 

Love never fails.  
1 Corinthians 13:8 
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All in the Month of  March 
200 years ago, on 10th March 1820, the Royal Astronomical Society was founded 
in Britain. 

175 years ago, on 17th March 1845, Henry Jones, a baker from Bristol, was 
granted a patent for his invention of self-raising flour. 

100 years ago, on 25th March 1920, the British special constables known as the 
‘Black and Tans’ arrived in Ireland to suppress revolution and target the IRA. 

90 years ago, on 12th March 1930, Indian political spiritual leader Mahatma 
Gandhi led 78 activists and followers on a 23-day ‘salt march’ to protest against 
a British tax on salt and British rule in India.  On 5th April he reached the sea 
and made salt, breaking British law. On 4th May he was arrested and imprisoned. 

80 years ago, on 18th March 1940, Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini met at 
Brenner Pass in the Alps.  The Italian dictator agreed to join Germany’s war 
against France and Britain. 

70 years ago, on 8th March 1950, Volkswagen launched the Type 2 Transporter 
van – also known as the Camper, Bus, microbus or Kombi.  It became the best-
selling van in history, and early versions remain much-loved icons of the 
counterculture/hippie movement. 

50 years ago, on 5th March 1970, the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons came into effect.   

40 years ago, on 21st March 1980, in the TV soap opera Dallas, the character J R 
Ewing was shot by an unseen assailant. This led to the famous catchphrase 
‘Who shot JR?’  The answer (Kristin Shepard) was revealed that November. 

Also 40 years ago, on 24th March 1980, Oscar Romero, the Archbishop of San 
Salvador, was shot dead by a lone gunman as he celebrated Mass. 

30 years ago, on 31st March 1990, poll tax riots in London broke out.  200,000 
protestors took to the streets and clashed with police.  Violence and looting 
erupted, leading to the worst riots in the city for a century. 

25 years ago, on 20th March 1995, a terrorist group released sarin nerve gas on 
the Tokyo underground, killing 12 people and injuring over 5,000. 

15 years ago, on 11th March 2005, the Nintendo DS portable video games 
console was released in Europe.   

Also 15 years ago, on 26th March 2005, the science fiction TV series Doctor Who 
returned after a 16-year break. 

© Parish Pump 
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What’s Your Talent? 
For a number of years, talent shows have become popular on TV.  The 
programmes feature contestants, of any age, performing a short act in front of 
judges in the hope of being awarded a large sum of money.  This may also lead 
to a new career and fame too! 

These programmes feature all kinds of people including singers, comedians, 
magicians and acrobats.  Some acts are good and entertaining while others can 
be odd, quirky or downright appalling!  Some people reveal a talent, while 
others don’t.  Some have a big ego or an inflated sense of importance and 
cannot understand why they are rejected! 

The Bible tells us that God is our judge.  We are on show.  He watches us, but 
He is not looking for the slip-up, the mistake or waiting to condemn.  Our God 
is all-loving, kind, and forgiving and looks for our potential and is pleased when 
we do our best.  He looks to help us, to build us up and desires the best from 
within us. 

In the Bible, we see that God chose all manner of ordinary individuals to fulfil 
His purposes.  Some made errors and committed dreadful sins, but even then 
God didn’t discard them as worthless.  For example, Jesus chose a mixed 
bunch of disciples with all kinds of flaws, yet they became (with the exception 
of Judas) the ideal men to spread the Good News about Him. 

God has a plan for each one of our lives, and we are called to be faithful in 
serving Him, wherever we are.  By God’s grace, the Holy Spirit is given to every 
Christian, and the Spirit equips us for service and His greatest activity is 
amongst the ordinary.  Under God’s influence, what we regard to be natural 
talents and gifts, can be enhanced and released by His creative energy. 

Isn’t this encouraging?  We don’t 
have to put ourselves forward and 
hope to be a winner like contestants 
on a TV programme.  If we give 
ourselves to God, He will prepare and 
use us in the way that best suits our 
gifts and personalities. 

Lester Amann © Parish Pump 
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Church Every Day 
Broadcaster Adrian Chiles set himself a challenge - 
to go to church every day for more than a month, 
and never the same one twice. Why? 
For Lent, last year, I resolved to go to church every day. 
I’m a Catholic, so it would be Mass every day for more 
than a month. It felt like it would be a real struggle – a 
penance. It turned out to be anything but. It was a rich 
and enriching experience – spiritually, obviously, but I 
was also enraptured by the churches themselves, the 
communities they serve, and the people with whom I 
shared all those Masses. 

I made it extra hard for myself by undertaking to go to a different church every day, so 
by Easter Sunday I’d been before 46 different priests in 46 different churches in 
46 days. Someone pointed out to me at around the 35-priest mark that even the Pope 
probably hadn’t heard Mass said by so many different priests in so many different 
churches in such a short space of time! 

From day one, Ash Wednesday, I was captivated. I happened to be in the Swansea 
area, so I went to St Illtyd’s in Port Tennant, a neat little community with rows of 
terraced houses clinging to the side of a very steep hill overlooking the bay. In every 
church I went to on this odyssey, without fail there was something to entrance me. It 
could be anything from the priest’s trainers – priestly footwear is something I could 
write a whole article about – to the majesty of a stained glass window. At St Illtyd’s it 
was the statue outside of Christ on the cross. It was made from some metal that had 
corroded, kind of creating new stigmata on it. Transfixed, I looked up at it for what 
must have been ages, until I spotted a couple of teenagers just across the road, 
cigarettes in mouths, beholding me doubtfully. 

Other random Mass moments that will never leave me include the Polish lady next to 
me one Tuesday morning in Our Lady of Grace and St Edward’s in Chiswick. She held 
a tiny passport-sized photo in a miniature, gilded frame. I took it to be her mum. With 
tenderness almost unbearable to behold, she occasionally stroked her face. 

On a Friday lunchtime at St Patrick’s in Soho Square I chose my pew, but before my 
bottom touched the seat I sprang back up in alarm as I realised there was someone in a 
sleeping bag motionless at my feet. I looked around at the rest of the congregation but 
no-one else seemed very concerned, so I shrugged inwardly, knelt and prayed for him, 
or it may have been a her. Who knows? 

Then there was the Church of the Sacred Heart and St Catherine of Alexandria in 
Droitwich Spa. If you’re passing, do go and see the mosaics: they are simply breath-
taking. The priest’s sermon referenced something about a trip across a lake in India. 
Walking through the dark churchyard after the service, a lady behind me said to her 
friend: “That was good; you don’t think of them having lakes in India, do you?” 
Oddly, I knew what she meant. 

Spring 2020 
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EĂƟŽŶĂů�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚŝƌĚ�ƟŵĞ�;ϭϵϳϳͿ 

 

ϭϮ dŚĞ�'ŽŽĚ�&ƌŝĚĂǇ�ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĐŝƚǇ�;ϭϵϵϴͿ 

 

ϭϯ &ŽƌŵĞƌ�/ƌĂƋŝ�ůĞĂĚĞƌ�ǁŚŽƐĞ�ƐƚĂƚƵĞ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŽƉƉůĞĚ�ŝŶ�
�ĂŐŚĚĂĚ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ĂŶ�ĂƌŵŽƵƌĞĚ�ǀĞŚŝĐůĞ�;ϮϬϬϯͿ 

 

ϭϰ :ŽƐĞƉŚ�ZĂƚǌŝŶŐĞƌ�ǁĂƐ�ĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ�ƉŽƉĞ͕��
ƚĂŬŝŶŐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŶĂŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŐŶĂů�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�;ϮϬϬϱͿ 

 

Clocks 
As we contemplate, once again, altering our clocks at the end of 
March (they go forward one hour on the 29th)  here’s a little 
puzzle for you to think about: 
At exactly what times, each hour, do all the hands overlap?  
Sounds easy? – Note, ‘exactly’ – but I’ll let you have it to the 
nearest minute! 
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Just For Fun! 
An April Quiz 
Specially for this edition, which 
includes the month of April, all these 
questions refer to events which occurred in the 
month of April.  How good is your history? 

ϭ dŚŝƐ�ĞǆƉůŽƌĞƌ�ĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ��ŽƚĂŶǇ��ĂǇ͕��ůĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�
�ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƟŵĞ�;ϭϳϳϬͿ 

 

Ϯ &ůĞƚĐŚĞƌ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�ůĞĚ�Ă�ŵƵƟŶǇ�ŽŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐŚŝƉ�;ϭϳϴϵͿ  

ϯ dŚŝƐ�ŵĂŶ�ǁĂƐ�ƐǁŽƌŶ�ŝŶ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
hŶŝƚĞĚ�^ƚĂƚĞƐ�;ϭϳϴϵͿ 

 

ϰ dŚŝƐ�h^�ƉƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�ǁĂƐ�ĂƐƐĂƐƐŝŶĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ�:ŽŚŶ�tŝůŬĞƐ�
�ŽŽƚŚ�;ϭϴϲϱͿ 

 

ϱ dŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ŵŽĚĞƌŶ�KůǇŵƉŝĐ�ŐĂŵĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŚĞůĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĐŝƚǇ�;ϭϴϵϲͿ 

 

ϲ dŚŝƐ�ŽĐĞĂŶ�ůŝŶĞƌ�ƐĂŶŬ�ŽŶ�ŝƚƐ�ŵĂŝĚĞŶ�ǀŽǇĂŐĞ�;ϭϵϭϮͿ  

ϳ dŚŝƐ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�'ĞŽƌŐĞ��ƌŽƐƐ�ĨŽƌ�ďƌĂǀĞƌǇ�
;ϭϵϰϮͿ 

 

ϴ /Ŷ�ĂŶ��Ɖƌŝů�&ŽŽů͛Ɛ�ŚŽĂǆ͕�����͛Ɛ�ƉĂŶŽƌĂŵĂ�ĐůĂŝŵĞĚ�
ƚŚŝƐ�ƚǇƉĞ�ŽĨ�ƉĂƐƚĂ�ǁĂƐ�ŚĂƌǀĞƐƚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚƌĞĞƐ�;ϭϵϱϳͿ 

 

ϵ dŚŝƐ�ƐŽǀŝĞƚ�ĐŽƐŵŽŶĂƵƚ�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ŵĂŶ�ƚŽ�
ƚƌĂǀĞů�ŝŶƚŽ�ƐƉĂĐĞ�;ϭϵϲϭͿ 

 

ϭϬ �Ŷ�ĞǆƉůŽƐŝŽŶ�ŽŶ�ďŽĂƌĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŵŽŽŶ-ďŽƵŶĚ�ƐƉĂĐĞĐƌĂŌ�
ƚŚƌĞĂƚĞŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝǀĞƐ�ŽĨ�ŝƚƐ�ĐƌĞǁ�;ϭϵϳϬͿ 
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At Sacred Heart in Fareham at 7am one Wednesday, I sighed a little as an impossibly 
ancient lady in a woolly hat stepped forward to do the reading. This could take a while, 
I thought. But it turned out that in her younger days she could only have been an actor 
or Radio 4 newsreader. Her voice, clear as a church bell, sang out. I swear even the 
angels and cherubs around us cocked a pleased ear. 

My loudest involuntary snort of laughter came in St David’s Priory in Swansea. I was 
having a crafty Google of St David’s Wikipedia entry. It turned out his miracle came to 
pass at Llanddewi Brefi where, I read, the ground on which he stood is reputed to 
have risen up to form a small hill. A Welsh scholar called John Davies was quoted as 
writing that “one can scarcely conceive of a miracle more superfluous in that part of 
Wales than the creation of a hill”. Brilliant! 

Wherever I went in the country, and most of my Masses were in London, 
Birmingham, Swansea and Manchester, it was striking how similar the congregations 
were at weekday Masses. There’s no getting away from it: the average age must be 
somewhere in the seventies. At 48, I spent most of this spring feeling like a spring 
chicken. But there was also invariably a young family of Asian origin, usually with 
young children. And at the 7am Masses in Central London there was the odd go-
getter, who strode out after Mass was ended as if they had hedge funds to run. They 
probably did. 

So, a mixed bag, as were the priests. A third of them I found to be great, with a 
handful quite life-changingly brilliant. Another third were sort of OK. The rest were 
pretty hopeless, not least because I often couldn’t actually hear what they were saying. 
And a handful were grumpy to the point of malevolence. 

Spiritually, if I’m to really “connect” at Mass, I need a good priest to help me. And by 
good I mean, first and foremost, that they should look pleased to be there and pleased 
that we’re there. Often they speak of great “joy” while looking as bored as swimming 
pool attendants. 

Secondly, with the liturgy – essentially the same script which they do day in, day out – 
the best of them find a way of making it sound fresh. As the inestimable Father Paul 
Addison of Our Lady of Delours, in Kersal, put it to me: “The clue’s in the word; 
communion is all about communicating.” And the same is obviously true of the 
sermon. One of the beauties of daily Mass is, frankly, its brevity – invariably less than 
half an hour. Sometimes the sermon is dispensed with altogether, but often it just takes 
the form of a thought or two, which I find much easier to get my head round than one 
of Sunday’s lengthy orations. 

My favourite ever came from my first priest (I’m a convert), a Father Terry Tastard, a 
man with an unforgettable name in the happy habit of delivering pretty unforgettable 
homilies. At one weekday Mass he simply said: “How is it that we’re always so keen 
for others to change when we’re so reluctant to change ourselves?”  That was years 
ago, but I think about it often, as I’ll always think back to this Lent as one of the most 
rewarding and quietly intense 46-days of my life. 

Adrian Chiles  
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A Different Type of  Church 
At our Online Church Services recently we have been looking at three different 
types of churches and communities as part of our “3D Jesus” series: 

Tomato Churches 

A tomato church is one that is incredibly soft and easy to 
enter, like a tomato. But a tomato is soft all the way through 
and this type of church has no hard challenges, there is no 
challenge for you to accept Jesus as your saviour. Jesus calls 
us in scripture to take up our cross and follow him. 

Coconut Churches 

A coconut church is the opposite of the tomato church, it 
is hard to get into. This is a very judgemental church where 
you have to achieve a certain status, avoid certain sins or 
people, do many things to be accepted. Once you get 
accepted, you find that the church is hollow on the inside, 
there is no heart. 

Peachy Churches 

A peachy church is what Jesus wants us to be. It should 
be a church that is easy to be a part of no matter who you 
are. You should feel welcome regardless of your 
background. But at the centre of the peach is the stone 
that is rock solid. So, at some point, your life will be 
challenged, as Jesus is at the centre of a peachy church. 

When we talk about a peachy church, we do not just mean the church service, 
but in our homes, at work, in our small groups, communities, wherever we are, 
we are the peachy church. 

So what does Jesus say about how His church should be? 

“As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set 
out for Jerusalem. And He sent messengers on ahead, who went into a 
Samaritan village to get things ready for him; but the people there did not 
welcome him, because He was heading for Jerusalem. When the disciples James 
and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from 
heaven to destroy them?” But Jesus turned and rebuked them. Then He and His 
disciples went to another village.”  Luke 9:51-56  

Jesus is heading to His crucifixion and the disciples get offended by this one 
village, but Jesus shows passion and compassion for the lost. Can we be like 
this to the lost even when they reject us? 
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Mothering Sunday 
There is an old Jewish saying: ‘God could not be everywhere, and therefore He made 
mothers.’ 

Mother Church, Mother Earth, Mother of the Gods, our human mothers, all of 
them have been part of the celebration of ‘Mothering Sunday’ as the fourth 
Sunday in Lent is affectionately known.  It has been celebrated in the UK since 
at least the 16th century. 

In Roman times, great festivals were held every Spring to honour Cybele, 
Mother of all the Gods.  Other pagan festivals in honour of Mother Earth were 
also celebrated.  With the arrival of Christianity, the festival became one 
honouring Mother Church. 

During the Middle Ages, young people apprenticed to craftsmen or working as 
‘live-in’ servants were allowed only one holiday a year on which to visit their 
families – which is how ‘Mothering Sunday’ got its name.  This special day 
became a day of family rejoicing, and the Lenten fast was broken.  In some 
places the day was called Simnel Day, because of the sweet cakes called simnel 
cakes traditionally eaten on that day. 

In recent years the holiday has changed and, in many ways, now resembles the 
American Mother’s Day, with families going out to Sunday lunch and generally 
making a fuss of their mother on the day. 

© Parish Pump 



 
 

16 www.middlewall.co.uk 

The Messenger 

Paraprosdokians 
Paraprosdokians are figures of speech in which the latter part of the sentence or 
phrase is surprising or unexpected and frequently humorous, such as: 

Where there’s a will, I want to be in it. 

I like work. It fascinates me – I can sit and look at it for hours. 

I used to be indecisive. Now I’m not so sure. 

In filling out an application, where it says, “In case of emergency, notify:” 
I put “Doctor”. 

Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian any more than 
standing in a garage makes you a car. 

If I agreed with you, we’d both be wrong. 

War does not determine who is right – only who is left. 

Knowledge is knowing that a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is not 
putting it in a fruit salad. 

You’re never too old to learn something stupid. 

Sometimes I pretend to be normal – but it gets boring so I go 
back to being me. 

Submitted by Pam Tyler 
(From the magazine of Margate Baptist Church) 
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So often the Church throws stones at others, even though we are sinners also. 

Where the disciples wanted to destroy this Samaritan village for rejecting the 
Messiah, Jesus continued His journey to Jerusalem to die for the people of that 
village. 

Do we have the attitude of the disciples, or Jesus?  We need to welcome in all 
those that are not like us, regardless of their background.  Jesus is our greatest 
example with all the different people He impacted. 
Jesus unites people of all backgrounds together. 

A peachy church cannot be a peachy church unless it 
has a heart for the lost. 

God has called us to the lost and this means being 
uncomfortable and stepping out to those that are 
different to us. Jesus wants to build His peachy 
church. 

Darren Parker 
Online Pastor - Everyday Church 

What Sank the Titanic? 
Scientists now say it was a series of slits, not a giant gash, which sank the Titanic, the 
opulent 900-foot ocean liner that went down on 14th April 1912 on its maiden voyage.  
Fifteen hundred people died that night in one of history’s worst maritime disasters.  
The most widely held theory was that a huge gash was torn in its side when the ship 
hit an iceberg.  But an international team of divers and scientists recently used sound 
waves to probe through the wreckage, which is two and a half miles deep and they 
found that the damage was surprisingly small.  Instead of a huge gash, they found six 
relatively narrow slits across the six watertight holds.  ‘Everything that could go 
wrong, did,’ said William Garzke Jr, a naval architect who helped the team with their 
analysis. 

So, what sank the Titanic?  Four things – things that could sink you too!  First, they 
thought they were immune, that it couldn’t happen to them.  Second, they were 
‘asleep at the wheel’ and failed to heed five different warnings.  Third, it wasn’t one 
big thing, but a series of small things that took them under.  Finally, the problem that 
ultimately destroyed them was hidden beneath the waterline, out of sight. 

The Bible says, ‘These things happened to them as examples and were written down 
as warnings for us… So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t 
fall!’ (1 Corinthians 10vv 11-12). Not one of us, however strong, wise, successful or 
virtuous, is immune to failure.  So stay close to God! 

From “The Word for Today” United Christian Broadcasters 
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Did you miss Shrove Tuesday 
(25th February)?  Never mind – 
here’s an opportunity to make 
up for it with this ‘Flippin’ Tasty’ pancake recipe, featuring the perfect flavour 
combination of cinnamon and delicious griddled Pink Lady apple slices.  These 
fluffy pancakes are guaranteed to please, and it serves 5 – enjoy! 

Ingredients: 
 3 ‘Pink Lady®’ apples (other varieties are available!) 
 Juice of 1 lemon 
 250g plain flour 
 1 tsp baking powder 
 2 tbsp ground cinnamon 
 4 free-range eggs, separated 
 300g ricotta 
 200ml whole milk 
 Butter, for cooking 
 100g Greek yoghurt 
 4-5 tbsp runny honey, to serve. 

Method: 
1. Heat a griddle pan on a high heat. 
2. Meanwhile halve the apples and remove the core. Cut into wedges, place 

into a bowl and toss in the lemon juice. Place onto the griddle pan and cook 
until you have griddle marks and the apples are softened slightly. Remove 
and set aside. 

3. Sieve the flour, baking powder and cinnamon into a large mixing bowl. Add 
the egg yolks and ricotta and begin to stir while adding the milk. 

4. Whisk the egg whites until you have soft peaks. Fold the egg whites into the 
ricotta mix until fully combined. 

5. Heat a non-stick frying pan on a medium/high heat and add a knob of 
butter. Tilt the pan so that the melted butter covers the bottom. Ladle some 
of the mix into the pan and cook until golden brown on one side and then 
flip and cook on the other side until golden brown and cooked through. 

6. Serve stacked with the apple slices and yoghurt, and drizzled with honey. 
From the Canterbury Index Magazine 
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God won’t leave 
us alone in our 
trials.  He has 
everything 
under 
control. 

Take it to Heart 
Ecclesiastes chapter 7, verse 29. 

͚dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�Ăůů�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ůĞĂƌŶƚ͗�'ŽĚ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƵƐ�ƉůĂŝŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŝŵƉůĞ 
ďƵƚ�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ŽƵƌƐĞůǀĞƐ�ǀĞƌǇ�ĐŽŵƉůŝĐĂƚĞĚ͛͘ 

This verse is probably overlooked but, to me, it says so much about the society 
we live in today.  Whenever I have gone against God and think I know best, it 
always goes wrong. 

In today’s society, whatever the subject – political correctness, gender, sex, we 
always over complicate. 

I am sure, if we take this verse to 
heart, we would be all the better 
for it.  I think the verse speaks 
about obedience: obedience to 
God leads to a much more simple 
and rounded life.  Disobedience 
leads to a very complicated life. 

Mike Stirling 
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The Great Fire of  Whitstable 
Whitstable Baptist Church recently celebrated its 150th anniversary.  Just a few months after 
our inaugural meeting, another event occurred which I am sure would not have been celebrated 
in the same way! 

On the evening of Wednesday, 16 November 1869, a fire swept through the 
closely built area along The Wall (Sea Wall, Middle Wall or Island Wall?), west of 
the town’s harbour.  Given that the population of the town was a little under 
2,000, the disaster that befell the little fishing harbour must have been big news 
across the region, as the fire drew a crowd of 10,000 spectators! 

At about 10.45pm that evening the local coastguard, Edwin George Lane, 
spotted flames coming from the roof of a shop.  He raised the alarm and a large 
crowd gathered.  Little could be done to prevent the progress of the fire, which 
burst through the roof and spread to other parts of the building, fanned by a 
brisk north-easterly wind.  Telegrams and mounted messengers were sent to 
nearby Canterbury and Faversham calling for such fire engines as were available.  
Although the Whitstable fire engine had arrived, time was lost in obtaining 
water and getting the hose into use.  The engine was then fouled by sand and 
seaweed drawn up with seawater from the beach. 

Despite the combined efforts of four fire engines the blaze continued unabated 
as far as the premises of one Josiah Reeves, mast and block maker, where its 
further progress was abated by a break between the buildings. However, winds 
caused the inferno to be carried into Marine Street (Sea Street?), and Harbour 
Street beyond, causing great damage in the intervening space where almost all 
the buildings were destroyed.  It was not until nearly eight o’clock the next 
morning that the flames were extinguished, although firemen stayed for several 
hours to put out the smouldering embers. 

Seventy-one buildings were destroyed, of which 25 were houses, the remainder 
being stores and workshops along the seawall 
and in Marine Street.  Damage is estimated to 
have been not less than £10,000 and perhaps 
as much as £13,000. 

After the fire(!) the Norwich Union Insurance 
Company provided the town with its own 
horse-drawn fire pump which is now on 
display in the town’s museum. 

Courtesy of the Whitstable Gazette 
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Who Needs Technology? 
This is not a Luddites’ question, but a genuine offer of help.  If you struggle to 
read the print in our hymn books, or with holding the heavier, large-print 
version, or perhaps have difficulty seeing the screen on which all of our songs 
and hymns are projected then, maybe, the answer could be in your hands. 

If you have an iPad, or any other sort or make of tablet – or even a smart 
phone, I can arrange for you to have a copy of all the songs we are going to sing 
on a Sunday, which you can load onto your tablet and use it as your ‘hymn 
book’ – adjusting the size of the text yourself to suit you.  The files are not large 
(just the songs for that day – not the whole hymn book!) so they won’t cause a storage 
problem for your tablet, and you can delete them after the service. 

Since this idea was introduced about a year ago, it has proved very beneficial to 
some of our fellowship who have been using it regularly.  It is also entirely free 
and complies with the terms of our copyright licence. 

If you would like to join this small band of adventurers, just let me have your 
email address and I will include it on my distribution list.  Then, each week, 
usually on a Friday, but dependent on when I receive the Order of Service, you 
will receive a file on email which you can then load onto your tablet ready for 
the service on Sunday. 

You don’t need a particular make or type 
of tablet, or any special app or software; 
all you need is access to your emails 
(although you will have to do that at home 
because we have no internet access at our church!) 

If you would like more information, or 
want to see the system in use, then speak 
to me any Sunday (after the service, please!) 
and I will be glad to help and to put you 
in touch with one of the existing users so 
you can see for yourself. 

Tony Harris 

Just a thought… 
Give God what’s right – not what’s left. 
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On 6 June 1844, 22-year-old draper, George Williams, joined 11 friends to 
organise the first Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA), a refuge of 
Bible study and prayer for young men seeking escape from the hazards of life on 
the streets of London.  This soon grew and attracted men from across London 
as they began to address other concerns of young men working in the cities. 
Public lectures and education classes were developed. Reading rooms and 
refreshment areas were provided to help young men to adjust to urban life. 

The organisation spread beyond London and branches were set up in 
Manchester and Leeds.  Later, following links made at The Great Exhibition in 
London, YMCA spread across the globe and YMCAs were established in the 
USA and Canada. 

The idea of creating a global organisation was pioneered by Henry Dunant, who 
would later go on to found the International Committee of the Red Cross. He 
convinced YMCA Paris to organise the first YMCA ‘World Conference’ which 
would launch an international committee and headquarters which, in turn, 
would become the World Alliance of YMCAs. 

The first YMCA holiday centre was established on the Isle of Wight.  Its huge 
popularity led to another 25 centres being opened. Billy Butlin later adapted the 
idea by creating purpose-built holiday camps. 

The American YMCA opened its first gym in 1879 and, a year or two later, the 
British YMCA incorporated personal fitness into its programmes and opened its 
first gym.  Shortly after that they invented basketball and then went on to invent 
volleyball in 1895. 

On the 50th anniversary of the YMCA, George Williams received a knighthood 
from Queen Victoria.  When he died at the age of 83 he was laid to rest in the 
crypt at St Paul’s Cathedral. 

YMCA was an early influence on Scouting and the first Scout troops met in the 
Birkenhead and Nottingham YMCA buildings.  Purpose-built hostels were 
opened in Cardiff and London just prior to the First World War. 

<0&$ 
<0&$¶V YLVLRQ�LQ�(QJODQG�DQG�:DOHV�LV�RI�DQ�LQFOXVLYH &KULVWLDQ�
PRYHPHQW WUDQVIRUPLQJ�FRPPXQLWLHV VR�WKDW�DOO�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�

FDQ EHORQJ��FRQWULEXWH�DQG�WKULYH� 
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After the war, a YMCA employment department was set up in England to deal 
with unemployment. It found jobs for 38,000 ex-servicemen! 

During the Second World War, YMCA introduced mobile canteens, bringing 
refreshments to the troops. It also supported displaced people, refugees and 
prisoners of war. 

After the second World War the British Government published the Albermarle 
Report about the need for better leisure facilities for teenagers, which resulted in 
many YMCAs starting youth clubs to promote young people’s personal 
development. 

In 1970, the George Williams College was established in London, providing 
training programmes for professional youth workers. Today, the college is one 
of the leading trainers in informal education. 

YMCA Training for Life was launched in response to high unemployment 
among young people. This resulted in the creation of YMCA Training – one of 
the UK’s leading vocational training organisations. YMCA Training has 
supported over a million people to date. 

Today, YMCA has grown to serve more than 65 million people in 120 countries 
regardless of age, race, gender, sexual orientation or socio-economic 
background.  Since it was established, YMCA has adapted to the changing needs 
of young people and is helping them to build a future. 

How you can help: 
Become a Roomsponsor – 
You could help give a young person a home at YMCA, and the chance of a new, 
happy life from as little as 40p a day. 

Support our latest appeal – 
We urgently need your help to unlock a safe place to stay for homeless young 
people.  Make a lasting commitment to YMCA and help make sure young 
people can thrive today and tomorrow. 

Other ways to donate – 
By post: Send a cheque, payable to YMCA 
to Freepost YMCA England 
By phone: 020 7186 9518 


