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The Messenger 

Dear Friends, 

As I contemplate our 150th Church Anniversary, I cannot help but think of the 
hymn ‘Great Is Thy Faithfulness’ which provides a hugely appropriate theme for 
our weekend of celebrations. 

This much-loved hymn was written by Thomas Obadiah Chisholm in the early 
1920s and it very fittingly conveys a sense of wonder and gratitude at God’s 
constancy and goodness over many years.  The author was born in a rather 
humble setting in a Kentucky log cabin in 1866 and he died in 1960 in New 
Jersey at the age of 93.  He accepted Jesus as his Saviour and Lord when aged 27 
and was ordained by the Methodist Church nine years later.  Unfortunately, he 
was only able to minister for one year due to ill-health.  He subsequently spent 
the rest of his working life as an insurance agent.  However, in his spare time he 
devoted himself to writing many Christian poems.  It has been noted that ‘he 
had a God-given talent for expressing spiritual thoughts in poetic verse’. 

In 1923 Thomas Chisholm sent a number of his poems, including the one titled 
‘Great Is Thy Faithfulness’, to William Runyan, an editor with the Hope 
Publishing Company, who was associated with the Moody Bible Institute.  
Runyan later recalled: ‘Mr Chisholm and I were devoted co-workers, and I wrote 
harmonies to some 20 or 25 of his poems.  This particular poem held such an 
appeal that I prayed most earnestly that my tune might carry over its message in 
a worthy way, and the subsequent history of its use indicates that God answers 
prayer.’  The collaboration of these two godly men produced a hymn that has 
impacted millions throughout the world and whose uplifting message is so 
relevant as we celebrate our 150th Anniversary. 

In a letter written in his mid-70s, which gave insight into the thinking behind it, 
Chisholm stated ‘I must not fail to record here the unfailing faithfulness of a 
covenant-keeping God and that He has given me many wonderful displays of 
His providing care, for which I am filled with astonishing gratefulness.’  ‘Great 
Is Thy Faithfulness’ captures within such a relatively brief span the utter 
reliability and sheer kindness of God. 

Given this tremendously positive thrust, the hymn quickly became popular with 
American congregations and was introduced to audiences in Britain in 1954 
when, at the Billy Graham Crusades, it was sung to great acclaim by George 
Beverly Shea. 
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The words of ‘Great Is Thy Faithfulness’ were inspired by Lamentations 
chapter 3 verses 22 & 23: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His 
mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is Your 
faithfulness. 

Verse 1 focuses on God’s faithfulness revealed in His character and is adapted 
from James chapter 1 verse 17: Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation 
or shadow due to change.  Verse 2 tells us of God’s faithfulness revealed in the 
wonders of His creation.  Verse 3 reminds us of God’s faithfulness revealed to 
us personally through His redeeming grace and countless blessings.  The chorus 
declares that with hindsight we can see even more clearly His 
generous provision for our needs.  This is so true as we look 
back over 150 years of our church’s life and it gives us great 
confidence for the future.  The historical, personal and 
corporate record of God’s faithfulness inspires our unending 
praise and trust! 

Yours in Christ’s service, 
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Cover Picture 
Our cover picture for this 150th 
Anniversary edition shows, perhaps 
appropriately, two views of our church 
taken not quite 150 years apart. 

The top one was taken in about 1857, 
shortly after it was built by the Methodists 
(see page 12 for more details) and the lower 
one was taken in about 2003 – soon after 
Paul became our latest minister. 

What the building will look like in another 
150 years, no one can say but I am sure 
that there will still be a Baptist presence in 
our town proclaiming the Word of God 
to all who pass through. 

Happy Anniversary Middle Wall! 

Tony & Beryl 

Read more about Middle Wall on page 12 

Summer 2019 
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1869 – That Was The Year, That Was! 
January Henry John Heinz founded the H. J. Heinz Company based in 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

February Prospectors discover the largest gold nugget ever found in 
Moliagul, Victoria, Australia. 

March Ulysses S. Grant is sworn in as the 18th President of the United 
States. 

April Whitstable Baptist Church officially opened its doors about 
now! 

May Sainsbury’s first store, in Drury Lane, London, is opened. 

June The Cincinnati Red Stockings (later, the Red Sox) open the baseball 
season as the first fully professional team. 

July The Irish Church Act 1869 is given royal assent by Queen Victoria, 
disestablishing the Church of Ireland. 

August The University of Oxford wins the first international boat race held 
on the River Thames, against Harvard University. 

September The P&O’s SS Carnatic runs aground and sinks in the Red Sea; 
31 drown. 

October England’s first residential university-level women’s college, the 
College for Women (predecessor of Girton College, Cambridge), is 
founded at Hitchin, by Emily Davies and Barbara Bodichon. 

November In Dumbarton, Scotland, the clipper ship Cutty Sark is launched (it 
is one of the last clippers built, and the only one to survive into the 
21st century). 

December American outlaw Jesse James commits his first confirmed bank 
robbery, in Gallatin, Missouri. 

Since that time our church has survived two world wars, at least two floods and 
the devastating town fire. 

Over the years we have had many faithful and loyal church members and we 
pray that this may long continue thus enabling the church to bear witness in 
succeeding generations. 

What of the future?  We can only say that we believe that the same Lord will 
continue to be with His church to guide and bless it. 

Andrew Frame 
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An Invitation 
Alec (Jean Moyes’ foster son) and Ellie are renewing their wedding vows on 
Sunday 18th August during the morning service and there will be party food 

in the hall afterwards – all are welcome. 
Alec &Ellie 

(Please let Cheree know if you are able to stay for the food.) 

On Good Friday, the YPF would go up the old farm track (now the ‘Crab and 
Winkle Way’, and not as pretty) and collect moss, primroses, pussy willow and 
other spring saplings, for an extensive beautiful Easter garden in the church 
porch.  I remember the heavy scent of the flowers, bread and fruit in the 
wonderfully decorated church at Harvest Festival.  My father, a local farmer, 
would cut wheat sheaves and deliver them to the church for the decorations – 
they were placed either side of the pulpit. 

Parade services were always important.  The boys and girls always looked so 
smart in their uniforms and marched in with their flags.  My mother used to 
help the Girls’ Brigade with gymnastics one night a week.  I don’t expect Health 
and Safety would allow vaulting over a box now!  Sometimes the Sunday School 
would provide a drama production for the church.  One of these was about 
Robert Raikes and when and why he pioneered the Sunday School movement. 

Ministers I remember are the Reverends, Banfield, Arthur Stockwell, who used 
to give thought provoking sermons and Martin Smith.  
Three retired ministers who sometimes used to preach 
and were full of wisdom and personality were Sidney 
Harrison, who had been a missionary in China, 
Philip Austin, also a missionary but in the Congo 
and Sidney Clark who had worked in our Northern 
cities and was an Area Superintendent. 

Thanks must go to my sister, Margaret, for jogging my 
memory and thank you Middle Wall for these happy 
memories and for starting me on a Christward path. 

Jane Millensted 

Middle Wall Memories – 1950s and 1960s 

My earliest memory of Middle Wall was trying to sit still in my ‘Sunday Best’ in 
the back pew through long morning services with my sisters and grandfather, 
Charles Bartlett.  His wife, who had passed away some time before, was Rose 
Hannah Hoult and my father told me her parents were founder members. 

At this time, Sunday School was in the afternoons.  My father, Don Bartlett, was 
Sunday School superintendent and at the start and close of each session he 
would talk and ask questions about the class theme and ask two children to read 
a prayer and bible passage.  We would sing a hymn, ‘Onward Christian Soldiers’ 
was a favourite, Miss West playing the piano ably.  Whilst there was reverence, it 
was also fun and light-hearted.  The boys and girls were in separate classes 
organised by age.  Of course, later the classes became mixed and I have to say 
with some relief on my part, Sunday School moved to the mornings, taking 
place after a short children’s talk in the church service. 

The hall was divided into two and the smaller section was used by the infants.  
In the infants, I can remember all the children walking round singing, ‘Hear the 
pennies dropping’ and putting pennies through a slot in a wooden cradle with a 
suitably dark-skinned baby Jesus doll in it.  Later the infant group was held in a 
hall on the open ground next to the church.  My mother helped Jean Furness 
and Cath Rowden with this by playing the piano for their songs.  The older 
children had a YPF, but sadly not many went on to this although the Sunday 
School was always well attended, children coming from the town even if their 
parents did not go to church. 

There was nothing much happening on Sundays in the 50s and early 60s, so 
children were happy to attend and parents felt the church and school were a 
good influence and kept their offspring out of mischief!  We were taught our 
bible stories very well, especially when each year we prepared for the Scripture 
Exam.  There was a particular theme from the Old or New Testament and a 
bible passage had to be learned by heart and some questions had to be answered 
in detail.  The child with the highest mark was awarded a cup and all the other 
children had certificates and prizes. 

Special events took place throughout the year.  There were great Christmas 
parties with delicious teas finishing with ice cream and jelly, games and a film 
show given by Mr. Grimsdale with his reel-to-reel projector.  In the summer, 
there was a sports competition held on the playing field at Church Street.  The 
Sunday schools of the town competed for a shield.  I think the Baptists were 
quite good at sport!  I wonder where the shield is now? 

The Messenger 
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That was the Whitstable Times headline in June 1984 as our Girls’ Brigade, 
together with ten other companies of the 1st Kent Division, took part in the 
celebrations for International Girls’ Brigade Day. 

They marched from the  Broadstairs Memorial Recreational Park to the Queens 
Road Baptist Church where a service was led by Rev Michael Jones and 
presentations were made to the girls of a Queen’s Award, Duke of Edinburgh 
Gold Award and 22 Leadership Chevrons.  Among them were Patricia Hill and 
Susan Dadd, both promoted to Warrant Officers. 

Sadly, our Girls’ Brigade company closed a few years ago but many of the girls 
are still around – who do you recognise? 

Submitted by Christine Pacey 

Here’s another picture from Christine’s collection. This one also featured in the 
Whitstable Times a few 
years’ earlier as our 
Girls’ Brigade company 
celebrated its own 
50th Anniversary just 
before Christmas 1981. 

Theresa Gilham, Tracey 
Smith, Mavis Thornhill 
and Sharon Sandy are 
seen here making 
scones – looks like fun! 

Girls’ Brigade Joins Celebrations When I Was Young 
Back in the late 1960s, when I was in YPF, Easter was a busy time.  We used to 
go to the service on Good Friday and, afterwards, we cycled to Blean Woods – 
one year we cycled in the snow which, luckily, didn’t lay! 

We collected moss for the Easter garden and small flowers to decorate the 
umbrella racks at the end of the pews.  We would then have a picnic before 
cycling back to help decorate the church. 

On Easter Sunday some of the congregation and many of the young people 
went to Mr Bartlett’s farm for a ‘sunrise service’, although we never actually saw 
the sunrise as it was always a dull or wet day! 

After this, the young people would head back to Jean and David Kitchen’s 
house for breakfast and then, at 8.00 o’clock, we all went back to the church for 
the early morning communion service. 

We each then went home but we were all back at the church at 11.00am for 
YPF and the Easter morning service.  Then it was home again for lunch before 
going back yet again for the evening service! 

On Easter Monday, the East Kent Young Baptist Association Rally (which was 
known as EKYBAR) would hold a Fun Day and a reunion of the people we met 
at the previous EKYBAR weekend – which was held in Margate every year. 

Phew!  It was a very busy time but we young people used to enjoy it. 

Steph Gilder 
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My Memories of  Middle Wall 
One of my first memories of Middle Wall Baptist Church was Sarah and 
Martin’s wedding in October 1998, a rather wet and windy day as I recall.  Little 
did I know that a few months later I would be celebrating my own wedding 
there!  Peter and I were married on 24th July 1999, by contrast it was very hot 
and sunny.  We had a wonderful day, some of you reading this will remember as 
you were guests on our special occasion.  So, as the church celebrates its 
150th anniversary we will also be celebrating 20 years of wedded bliss as Mr and 
Mrs Baxendale! 

Sarah, born on 24th February 2004 was a real answer to prayer and her 
dedication in September of that year was a joyful one.  Sophie followed on 
13th March 2006 and again her dedication was a happy event.  We were so happy 
that dear Granny Ivy, at such an advanced age, had finally been blessed with two 
granddaughters and that our church family could share both occasions with us.  
Sadly, Ivy passed away in January 2010 and once again the church family were 
very supportive, especially at the funeral service. 

Our girls came to church as babies, toddlers, youngsters and teens, enjoying 
Mums and Toddlers, Kidstime, YPF, Girls Brigade, Wallabies and Gravi†8.  
This church has always played a big part in our lives over the years and we thank 
everyone for their continuing love, support and prayers for us as a family. 

Sue Baxendale 

Words of  Life 
We look around us, Lord, and see such brokenness.  A world that turns and 
spins – spitting out people here and there.  Violence.  Hatred.  War.  Brutality. 
The innocent trampled upon. 

This isn’t what you intended for your world.  At all. 

We desire to be part of your magnificent plan; to make a difference. 

But how, Lord?  Show us. Teach us how to be more like Jesus. 

Make us your vessels you can trust, completely. 

We long to be instruments of your perfect peace.  Use us, we pray. 

Thank you, Lord, for my brothers and sisters around the world today.  Some 
live in very precarious places, in daily fear for the safety of families and friends. 
I ask you to protect them, Lord, and, for those of us who feel rather secure, help 
us to take more risks – for your sake, and the sake of your Kingdom.  Help us to 
align our will with yours, Lord, so we can fulfil the desire of your heart as we 
journey with you day by day.  All this we ask in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
From Words of Life, written by Beverly Ivany 

and published by the Salvation Army. 

Submitted by Ray Jones 
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A Life of  Service 
I began attending Whitstable Baptist Church in 1961 when 
my young daughters started Sunday School.  When they 
were old enough, they were invited to join The Girls’ 
Brigade.  This led to me helping with fundraising, 
teaching craft to the Junior Section and then eleven 
years as an auxiliary worker. 

After my baptism in 1971 (June Gluning was baptised 
on the same day) I was commissioned and served as 
Lieutenant for eleven years, then another eleven 
years as Captain – 33 years of leadership! 

We had between 60 and 80 girls in the Company and 
had to use the hall on two evenings each week to fit everyone 
in.  At that time storage was mainly under the platform in the main hall, no 
prizes for guessing who had to crawl underneath to retrieve items for the annual 
display or camp! 

I thoroughly enjoyed the work, although it was quite challenging at times, and 
I am still in contact with a number of girls from the past. 

The following six years I served as a Deacon and, over the years, I attended the 
Young Wives group, Ladies Contact, Tuesday Afternoon Fellowship, Women at 
the Well, and now monthly Cameo. 

In 2002 the church secretary rang to ask me a few personal questions: the first 
one being, had I had my 70th birthday?  The reply was “yes” so he continued. 
Apart from my age I had to have a good record of church service in the past 
and to be still serving – I had, and was!  The outcome of this was an invitation 
to a service in Canterbury Cathedral on Maundy Thursday when on that day, 
together with Jim Guthrie also from our church, we were presented with 
Maundy Money from Her Majesty the Queen. It was a truly majestic day and 
echoes of the excitement never fade. 

I am still active as I lead a small bible study group in my home, attend services 
most Sundays, Ladies Prayer Breakfasts and prayer meetings whenever possible. 

I could not have done any of this without the support of my fellow GB Officers 
and the Deacons and members of the fellowship who support me in so many 
ways. 

A big Thank You and may God bless you all as the church continues into the 
future. 

Lucy Gambrill 
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Book Review: 
Arthur’s Garden 
Up the Garden Path, Down Memory Lane 
By Pam Rhodes, Lion, £14.99 

“As I stand at my kitchen sink and look across 
at what we optimistically call our herb garden, 
to one side I see an old wooden sign on which 
are carved the words ‘Arthur’s Garden’.  

“Arthur doesn’t live here.  My wonderful great-
uncle died nearly 30 years ago having spent 
most of his long life in the Victorian terraced 
house in which his mother had brought up 
11 children. 

The sign had stood in the garden there for decades, a gift to the man who had 
always cherished that small patch of Kent, creating a riot of glorious colour 
which lit up the row of long, narrow strips that tumbled down to a line of back 
gates from which you could look across the lane to the local coal yard below.” 

In ‘Arthur’s Garden’, Pam Rhodes collates a heart-warming collection of songs 
and poems, advice and titbits about the glorious, very ordinary, English garden 
– told through the life of her Uncle Arthur.  This is a gardening book, with a 
story. 

© Parish Pump 

Do you admit to going to church? 
“In the US you have to be religious to be elected, in the UK you increasingly 
have to pretend not to be.”  So says Fraser Nelson, editor of The Spectator.  In 
a recent newspaper article he pointed out, “in the UK, an MP is quite at liberty 
to talk about their faith, but they ought to realise it comes at a cost to their 
credibility.  This is a side effect of the ongoing collapse of religiosity in Britain. 
Polls show that barely a quarter of us now profess faith in God or a ‘spiritual 
higher power’.” 

Fraser Nelson continues: “As churchgoing becomes rarer, it is seen as stranger. 
More suspect.  This increases the incentives to cover up one’s faith and treat it 
as a secret.  So, we end up with two self-reinforcing forces: the decline of people 
going to church – and the decline of churchgoers willing to admit it.” 

He concludes that: “To be Christian in Britain today is to navigate your way 
through one of the fastest religious changes in the history of these islands.” 

© Parish Pump 
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During a heavy gale in January 1803, the East Indiaman 
“Hindustan” was wrecked in the Queens Channel (some few miles off 
Margate).  Mr. Spencely with his four sons rowed off to where the 
wreck was now breaking up.  They recovered some of her stout 
timbers, towed them ashore, made them into piles, and working 
against time, night and day drove them into the boggy ground for 
the foundations to rest on.  The only reward asked for was that the 
chapel should be opened on the 14th of July as previously 
arranged, and no further mention be made whatsoever of their 
services.” 

(Surely it can be said of them “They loved the habitation of Thy 
House, and the place where Thine honour dwelleth.”) 

The new chapel was opened on the appointed day by the Rev. G. 
B. Macdonald, the concourse of people was so great that although 
everyone stood, the chapel was filled to capacity, and many were 
left standing outside.  Rev. Macdonald preached so eloquently that 
when he finished his sermon they called for another which he 
gave, and even then they clamoured for a third.  By this time 
however the preacher was so exhausted that he was passed out 
over the heads of the people who remained singing hymns until 
tea was ready.  The collections for the day amounted to £24 3s. 
7½d. 

It is of special interest to note that the Rev. G. B. Macdonald had 
two daughters, one of whom became the mother of Lord Baldwin, 
of Bewdley (ex-Prime Minister of England), and the other the 
mother of Mr. Rudyard Kipling, the author. 

Back to the Baptists… 
Mr. Davis, previously referred to as being a stranger to Whitstable, found the 
work very difficult; he did his utmost to create interest, and enthusiasm, but 
received scanty support.  He appealed to the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon for help, 
supplies were sent down, and financial help given.  Handbills were distributed, 
and open-air meetings held.  A few earnest folk were thus got together, but it 
was uphill work, and £15 was now owing for rent to the Wesleyan trustees.  
The student, Mr. Gibbs, whom Mr. Spurgeon had sent down to 

In the beginning… 
In the month of April 1869 Mr. Thomas Davies, assistant master in a highly 
respectable academy at Broadstairs, was led to attempt to raise a Baptist interest 
in Whitstable.  Mr Davies had studied with a view to the Ministry at the 
Independent College, known as Western College, Plymouth.  After leaving 
College he was immersed and identified himself with the Baptist body.  Hearing 
that the Methodist congregation had vacated their old chapel (in Middle Wall) for 
a new and more commodious structure (in Argyle Road), he hired the old Chapel 
and commenced a day school, intending to serve the Redeemer by preaching on 
the Lord’s Days in the Chapel. 

That Methodist Chapel…  
But how did that Methodist chapel come about?  The following report from the 
Trustees explains: 

“It was on June 12th 1856, that the members of the Wesleyan 
Chapel were called together to discuss the building of a larger 
place in view of the increased congregation.  After some discussion 
it was decided to build a bigger chapel, and go forward as soon as 
possible, seeing that they had a balance in hand of 
£21 11s. 11d.  Plans were prepared, and tenders invited, and on 
March 3rd 1857, the lowest tender, viz., £494 10s. 0d, was accepted 
from Mr. Grant Cozens, of Canterbury.  A resolution was passed 
that the builder was to take down the old building on Monday, 
March 9th, 1857, and the new place be ready for opening by 
July 14th.” 

Let me give it here just as it is recorded. “March 25th, fourteen 
days had gone, great consternation reigned when it was found 
necessary to go down 10-11 feet in order to find a bottom for the 
foundations.  There was no money allowed for a problem like this.  
The builders were standing idle, and all plans threatened with 
disaster.  Mr. John Spencely came to the rescue. 

Whitstable Baptist Church 
A selected history of our church taken from the combined 

collection of writings published on our 140
th
 Anniversary in 2009 
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take charge was reluctantly compelled to give notice to end the tenancy of the 
chapel as £20 per annum was considered too much to pay.  On August 29th a 
further effort was made to keep the flag flying.  Mr. William Oiney, the 
evangelist, was asked by Mr. Spurgeon to give help.  We have no record of his 
text, but he preached with such power that from then onward the good work 
went ahead, and many of the difficulties were overcome, at least for a while. 

Volunteers were called for to clean the church and erect a new pulpit; and the 
little band struggled on in faith, and hope.  In the following January 1870, it was 
felt that they should be more closely linked together in organized fellowship.  A 
tea, followed by a meeting of the regular worshippers was held when steps were 
taken to form themselves into a united, and ordered body of Baptised Believers.  
On the evening of February 13th 1870, at the close of the service an invitation 
was given to those who desired church fellowship to retire to the schoolroom 
where about twenty met.  After much prayer for guidance they formed 
themselves into a body of members called “Particular, and Calvinistic Baptists.”  

At this time there was no baptistery, candidates for baptism had to go even as 
far afield as Broadstairs.  Bro. Hughes, who was a builder, thought this to be 
wrong, so offered to build a baptistery to which the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon 
subscribed providing, as he stated, that it was built substantially and strong. 

On March the 6th 1870, Mr. J. L. Keys, who had now taken the oversight of the 
church on Mr. Spurgeon’s recommendation, preached a powerful sermon on 
baptism, afterwards baptising seven ladies and five gentlemen.  On the following 
day a further tea, and meeting was held over which Mr. Oiney presided, and 
called upon Mr. Keys to state the history of the church, and its work which 
culminated in the gathering that evening.  Mr. Oiney then invited Mr. Keys to 
form the Baptized Believers then present into a church holding the doctrines set 
forth in the “Baptist Confession of Faith, Spurgeon’s edition”, a copy of which 
was given to each member to read, and study. 

Mr. Keys was now appointed the first pastor of our church.  

A little later… 
The question now arose about the purchase of the church from the Wesleyan 
friends, or whether it would be wiser to build a new place.  Feelers were put out, 
and the price asked was £500, which apparently the Baptists thought reasonable 
for they were about to accept when the good brother, Henry Peters, evidently a 
keen business man moved that £450 be offered, this was agreed to.  The offer 
was sent to the Wesleyan trustees but at a later church meeting a letter was read 
from the Wesleyans stating that they could not depart from their original figure 
of £500.  In the wisdom, or otherwise, of our Baptist Fathers they refused to 
purchase, apparently thinking the figure too high, for after further 

deliberation they unanimously agreed to build.  Everyone present pledged 
himself to do his best towards the necessary funds.  Time sped on, cash came in 
very slowly toward the new building.  In the meantime the Wesleyan trustees 
decided to raise the rent from £20 per annum to £27 10s. 0d.  Once more the 
matter was fully discussed, and after prayerful 
consideration the Baptists agreed to purchase for £500 
(not a bad bargain after all). 

And there’s more… 
If you would like to know more about the history of 
Whitstable Baptist Church you can purchase a copy of the 
booklet, published in 2009, from our website or from me. 

Tony Harris. 

Website: www.middlewall.co.uk/history 
email: tony@middlewall.co.uk 

A Time For Reflection 
Happy anniversary everyone.  150 years – I can’t believe that I have had the 
privilege of taking an active part in the life of Whitstable Baptist Church for the 
past 50 years. I think I have served in just about every section – no wonder I’m 
such an old wrinkly! 

Of course, there have been so many changes during this time: many people have 
now gone, for whatever reason; five different pastors; even a big redesigning of 
the church building, all in my time. 

A time for reflection, some sad times, and some happy times – more details  
may bore you! 

I will just ask you to share my own celebration.  On the 1st June 1952, I was 
baptised – a very big milestone in my life! 

The day before my baptism was our church 
outing to Ramsgate and, while we were paddling 
trying not to get our dresses too wet, our pastor 
passed by and called out “practising for 
tomorrow?”.  Those words have stuck in my 
mind ever since.  Here I am, 67 years later, still 
practising, still trying, until I finish the race. 

Love to you all my fellow runners (or walkers). 

Doreen Terrell 
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Let Me Walk in the Woods 
By Ronnie Robson 

Let me walk in the woods in the Springtime, 
When nature is stirring from rest; 
To clothe all the trees in fresh glory, 
And the blackbird is planning her nest. 

Let me walk in the woods in High Summer, 
When the sunshine and warmth are far flung, 
And the birds, the animals and insects, 
All have a song to be sung. 

Let me walk in the woods in the Autumn, 
When the leaves are all golden and brown, 
As nature displays all her beauty, 
By wearing her favourite gown. 

Let me walk in the woods in the Winter, 
When branches are leafless and grey. 
And the snowflakes are twisting and twirling, 
On the way to the ground where they lay. 

Let me walk in the woods in all seasons, 
For this pleasure I cannot explain; 
For here I find peace in abundance, 
And respite from pressure and pain. 

Each season puts on its own beauty, 
If only we pause, and then look; 
For this is the way God has planned it, 
If only we go by His book. 

I Remember: 
A Medley of Memories of 
Middle Wall – from age 6 to 72 

I remember: 
Jean Parker (Furness) taking me to Girls’ 
Life Brigade when I was six and, over 
many years, there followed badges and 
band, camps and competitions, lifetime 
friendships made. 

I remember: 
Ministers – Harrison; Banfield; Stockwell; Smith; Gill; Speed and now, of 
course, our own Paul. 

I remember: 
Our marriage, conducted by Rev. Arthur Stockwell; the dedication of our two 
daughters by Rev. Martin Smith; my baptism by Rev. Brian Gill; daughter 
Sarah’s baptism by Rev. Colin Speed (Piers Manser was baptised at the same service). 

I remember: 
Serving as a Deacon for six years; Church meetings (a few less than harmonious!); 
leading Alpha Groups; your practical and prayerful support for Sarah and 
Martin when Martin went to Bristol Baptist College; organising cream teas and 
coffee mornings and numerous fundraising events; many refurbishments of our 
church and premises; Singing Group and now Choral Group; friends made and 
friends who have died; and, over it all, the fellowship together with your love, 
prayer and support especially over the last few months when Malcolm has been 
unwell. 

Without you, Middle Wall, my life would undoubtedly have been the poorer – 
so thank you. 

Faithful One, so unchanging, 
Ageless One you’re my rock of peace, 
Lord of all I depend on You. 
I call out to you again and again. 
I call out to you again and again. 
You are my rock in times of trouble, 
you lift me up when I fall down. 
All through the storm your love is the anchor, 
my hope is in you alone. 

Tricia Price 
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What On Earth Can We Do? 

If we are to be obedient to the instruction of the Lord Jesus in Matthew chapter 
28 verses 19 & 20, what are the ways today that we can go about it? 

I was in an Evangelism Workshop some years ago, one of several that I have 
experienced over the years, where the speaker listed different types of 
evangelism and said of two that they were out of date and useless. Of some 
others he said that they were of little value. Maybe he didn’t intend to say it quite 
that way but that is how the words came out! 

The thought immediately struck me that the only person who likes that sort of 
talk and wants us to believe it is Satan, the Devil himself. The last thing he wants 
is Christians engaging in evangelism. 

All forms of evangelism are valid and worthwhile. Some approaches at any given 
time may work better than others. Some commentators agree that the UK was 
reaching the edge of widespread spiritual revival at the point when a physically 
exhausted and drained Billy Graham and his team left to return home¹ after the 
1954 ‘London’ Crusade before returning to start again in western Europe. That 
large scale stadium-based evangelism seems less appropriate at present but 
should not be written off. 

Let me state again that all forms of evangelism are valid and worthwhile. All 
need the underpinning of corporate (ie. whole church) prayer together with the 
prayers of individuals and along with those two essentials, please add two more: 
the presence and the power of the Holy Spirit. Some forms of evangelism may 
be less appropriate to local needs than others at any given time. The important 
thing is to be willing to do it, to listen to what the Lord wants His local people 
to be doing and says to do and then to be obedient and get on and do it. 

Some types of local church evangelism: 

• Event evangelism – around the usual calendar dates or an Anniversary 

• Friendship evangelism – around shared activities, meals, hobbies 

• Gifted conversationalism – where you get chatting with someone at the bus 
stop, on a train or aeroplane, at the supermarket or school gates 

• Home Bible study groups² (not house groups for Believers, that is a 
different activity) 

• House to house visitation – various methods³ and can be combined with 
one particular type of prayer evangelism, where a road or street is prayed for 
over a period of time 

• Internet evangelism – sharing Bibles, testimonies, Biblical and Christian 
truths on-line 

• Prayer evangelism – prayer marches, prayer walks, prayer card house 

• Street evangelism – tracting, street preaching, music, drama 

• Study evangelism – using a prescribed course, such as Alpha or Christianity 
Explored or Christianity Explained. 

One important thing to remember is that because the whole Body of Christ, ie. 
the Church, is involved in evangelism then you must be prepared to be just one 
link in a chain that leads a person to put their trust in Christ and become an 
authentic Believer. 

The next most important thing is to be willing to fail. For his book¹, Maurice 
Rowlandson asked Billy Graham how many of those who responded at the 
crusades were continuing in the Christian life years later. Dr Graham cited the 
Parable of the Sower (Matt.13 vs18-23) and suggested that it would probably 
only be about one quarter of those who went forward in that way at his 
meetings. In other words: a ‘failure rate’ of 75%. 

The best thing to be in the Christian life is a one-time successful evangelist. The 
next best thing to be is a failed evangelist who is determined to keep going. The 
next best thing in the Christian life is ... well, there are several options. 

Let us as a church have a go at being faithful, failed evangelists and leave the 
blessing and success of our endeavours in the hands of the Lord. 

Malcolm Hardie 

¹ see Life with Billy by Maurice Rowlandson 
² see Breakthrough by Tom Rees 
³ see Evangelism Explosion by D. James Kennedy 

Knowing Jesus is the greatest 
gift 

we can receive. 
Sharing Him is the greatest gift 

we can give. 
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Happy Days 
When my son, Richard, went to work with the Rev Steve Flashman – the 
‘Rocking Rev’ as he was called in those days, Richard lived with Steve and his 
family for a while.  Steve and Richard would go and visit the pubs and clubs in 
the area and, in the summer, go out on the beaches, talking to people about 
Christ. 

In those days, I went to a church in Herne Bay where they had evening services 
and I couldn’t believe it – the church was full of teenagers!  Steve and Richard 
would talk to the youngsters in the local schools – 
they even went to schools in Ireland! 

Before too long, Steve’s family commitments 
meant that he had to settle down and he took on a 
church in Chichester.  Richard moved with his 
own family to a Baptist church in Peterborough so 
all the travelling came to an end – but they were 
happy days. 

Jean Moyes 

Community Matters 
Christ Church raises awareness of human trafficking 

Staff and students came together last month to form a human chain around 
Augustine House at Christ Church University in protest against the slave trade 
and human trafficking in Kent.  The event was organised by the Chaplaincy and 
Christ Church Students’ Union and events took place throughout the week 
including information stalls and film showings as well as guest speakers. 

Human trafficking involves recruitment, harbouring or transporting people into 
a situation of exploitation through the use of violence, deception or coercion.  
While awareness of modern slavery and human trafficking is slowly growing, the 
signs are often hidden, making victims even harder to recognise. 

Senior Chaplain, Reverend David Stroud, said: “It’s a growing issue in 
Canterbury.  It’s something that is on our doorstep and the reality is that we 
often don’t see it and we don’t know what to do about it even when we do. 

We have great links with The Salvation Army who are at the forefront of 
helping people out of human trafficking and the modern-day slave trade. 

The week went amazingly well; the guest speaker event was attended by staff 
and students.  There were some great questions asked and we felt that everyone 
went away having learned something.” 

From ‘Community Matters’ – Canterbury Christ Church University 

THE DEADLINE for the next edition 
(Autumn Issue) 

of The Messenger is… 

Sunday 11th August 
Please ensure your contributions are handed 

(or preferably emailed) to Beryl or Tony by that date. 

Thank you 

email: messenger@middlewall.co.uk 

The (next) Messenger 



Birthday Greetings to:- 
Pam Tyler 3

rd
 July 

June Gluning 22
nd

 July 
Andrew Frame 20

th
 August 

Tony Harris 20
th
 August 

 

BMS Birthday 
Scheme 

Supporting the work of the 
 Baptist Missionary Society 

 

Have you got a birthday coming up? 
Why not contact June Gluning  

and add your support to a worthy cause? 
01227 771187 

May God 
richly bless 
you on your 
special day! 
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The Last Laugh 
A Senior’s Version of Facebook for those of my generation who do not, and 
cannot, comprehend why Facebook exists: 

I am trying to make friends outside of Facebook while applying the same 
principles.  Therefore, every day I walk down the street and tell passers-by what 
I have eaten, how I feel at the moment, what I have done the night before, what 
I will do later and with whom. 

I give them pictures of my family, my dog and of me gardening, taking things 
apart in the garage, watering the lawn, standing in front of landmarks, driving 
around town, having lunch, and doing what anybody and everybody does every 
day. 

I also listen to their conversations, give them ‘thumbs 
up’ and tell them I ‘like’ them. 

And it works just like Facebook.  I already have four 
people following me: two police officers, a private 
investigator and a psychiatrist! 

Submitted by Alan Clarke 

On An Anniversary Theme 
And while we are on an Anniversary Theme – it was: 

200 years ago, on 12th June 1819 that Charles Kingsley, British clergyman and 
writer was born.  Best known for his historical novels Hypatia, Westward Ho! 
and Hereward the Wake. 

175 years ago, on 6th June 1844 that the YMCA (Young Men’s Christian 
Association) was founded in London. 

125 years ago, on 30th June 1894 that Tower Bridge in London was officially 
opened. 

100 years ago, on 28th June 1919 that the Treaty of Versailles was signed at the 
Paris Peace Conference, marking the official end of the first world war. 

90 years ago, on 12th June 1929 that Anne Frank, German Jewish diarist and 
Holocaust victim, was born. 

80 years ago, on 7th June 1939 that King George VI became the first British 
monarch to visit the USA. 

75 years ago, on 6th June 1944 that the D-Day landings took place with over 
150,000 Allied troops arriving on the beaches of Normandy, France, at the start 
of the Battle of Normandy. 

70 years ago, on 8th June 1949 that George Orwell’s novel ‘Nineteen Eighty-
Four’ was published. 

65 years ago, on 7th June 1954 that Alan Turing died.  This British 
mathematician, logician, cryptanalyst and computer scientist was noted for his 
contributions to codebreaking during World War II.  Considered the father of 
theoretical computer science and artificial intelligence. 

50 years ago, on 22nd June 1969 that Judy Garland, American actress and 
singer, died.  Best known for her role as Dorothy in the film ‘The Wizard of 
Oz’. 

40 years ago, on 7th June 1979 that the first elections for the European 
Parliament were held. 

20 years ago, on 11th June 1999 that the Kosovo War ended when the Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia and NATO signed a peace treaty.  NATO peacekeeping 
forces entered Kosovo the following day. 

10 years ago, on 25th June 2009 that Michael Jackson, ‘the King of Pop’, died.  
This American singer, songwriter and dancer had hit songs that included Beat It, 
Bille Jean, Thriller, and Bad.  He died of an anaesthetic overdose. 



Canal Root Treatment 

We have just had a wonderful, relaxing 
holiday on the Leeds and Liverpool 
canal, with nothing to do except take in 
the beauty of the countryside.  At this 
time of year especially, the waterways are 
full of an abundance of new life – baby 
ducks, moorhens, coots, young herons 
and swans.  The only thing that moves 
fast is the kingfisher but sometimes you 
will see one perched on a post or branch. 

The world is totally transformed when viewing it from the canal boat and it is 
also idyllic to be able to leisurely walk along the towpath and maybe visit a local 
church or town without having to use the roads.  The peace and beauty is 
‘heaven on earth’ to us. 

At the end of a relaxing day the boat has to be moored up and often this entails 
hammering iron stakes into the bank and making secure with a strong rope – 
and a correct knot, of course! 

Towards the finish of our holiday we spent a day in lovely Liverpool, where we 
climbed to the top of the Anglican Cathedral.  This is the longest cathedral in 
the world and the third-tallest building in the city of Liverpool – over 330ft 
high!  Having had the foundations of our church building checked out recently, 
we hoped that this extremely tall structure was supported by deep and secure 
foundations. 

As we celebrate this special anniversary of Whitstable Baptist Church and 
remember all those who have worshipped and served Him in this place, may we 
be reminded of the security we have in Christ and how essential it is for us to 

have deep foundations, rooted in Him. 

What a wonderful, faithful and glorious God 
we have.  May we be more like Him day 

by day, sharing His love and living out 
our faith in Him, that others may 

come to know Him too. 

Beryl Harris 

Useful Contact Details 

Beryl’s Back! 
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BMS Birthday Scheme: 
June Gluning  771187 birthdays@middlewall.co.uk 

Book Keeper: 
Janet Payne 264186 treasurer@middlewall.co.uk 

Choral Group: 
Ray Jones 772997 juneray.orpheus@gmail.com 

Church Flowers: 
June Bennett 280430 

Deacons: 
Andrew Frame (Secretary)  794489 secretary@middlewall.co.uk 
Cheree Moyes 638841 chereebright@yahoo.co.uk 
Jean Myhill 277297 jean_myhill.gov@hotmail.co.uk 
Alison Oliver 652953 A.L.Oliver@kent.ac.uk 

Messenger: 
Tony & Beryl Harris 780969 messenger@middlewall.co.uk 

Minister: 
Rev Paul Wilson 273849 minister@middlewall.co.uk 

Prayer Chain: 
Margaret Frame 794489 
Beryl Harris 780969 prayer@middlewall.co.uk 
Jean Rothery 265276 

Secretary: 
Andrew Frame 794489 secretary@middlewall.co.uk 

Website: 
Tony Harris 780969 webmaster@middlewall.co.uk 

Worship Group: 
Jean Rothery 265276 jean.rothery@outlook.com 

Young People’s Groups: 
Anne Wilson 273849 ypf@middlewall.co.uk 

If the person or organisation you want is not listed please contact the Secretary. 
(Dialling code for all telephone numbers is 01227) 
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