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Dear Folks,
We are presently in the middle of
working our way through the book of
Ezra on Sunday mornings.
It
contains a captivating and inspiring
account of the return of the Jewish
exiles from Babylon to Jerusalem and
the rebuilding of the Temple.

continued the work on God’s house.
He used king Darius to give the work
fresh impetus and He brought Ezra
himself to Jerusalem to open up
God’s word and urge them to holy
living.
Moreover, the sense of
communal endeavour fostered by
God’s Spirit is a striking feature in
the book of Ezra.

Throughout we see God working
All of this confirms the fact that God
behind the scenes to accomplish His
is the Lord of history and
will. Amazingly, He used
the One who lovingly
the decree of the Persian
“For I know
guides and resources the
king Cyrus to facilitate
affairs of His people.
the
plans
I
these happenings and, later
Jeremiah conveyed God’s
have for you
on, that same edict proved
clear and timely message to
crucial again during the
… plans to
them: “For I know the plans I
reign of another Persian
give you a
have for you … plans to
ruler when the progress on
prosper you and not to harm
hope and a
the
Temple
was
you, plans to give you a hope
future”
threatened. Like us, these
and a future” (29v11). We
pioneers were building for
often
cite these verses but it
God
in
challenging
is good to see them in this original
circumstances. As we observed on a
context and to ponder the
recent Sunday, a fascinating and
tremendous sense of courage and
moving list of names is included in
expectation they gave these exiles.
chapter 2 and we give thanks for all
Their happiness on arriving in
those listed for they are our forebears
Jerusalem is summed up in Psalm
in faith. And from this remnant the
126: “Our mouths were filled with laughter;
Messiah was eventually to come.
our tongues with songs of joy” (v2).
God raised up capable and inspiring
Challenges and opposition were to
leaders, particularly Zerubbabel and
follow, but they were to prove God’s
Jeshua, to mobilise the people and
faithfulness at every turn.
organize their rebuilding efforts. He
As I write this letter we are preparing
sent His prophets Haggai and
as a family to travel to Berlin, on a
Zechariah to support and help the
church exchange visit with folks
returnees by stirring them into action
from All Saints Church and
and by encouraging them as they
www.middlewall.co.uk
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Seasalter Christian Centre. Over a number of years now we have enjoyed
fellowship with our German friends both from Berlin and from Kleines
Wiesental in the Back Forest. I know there will be much laughter and joy as we
renew fellowship together. Equally we will all have testimonies to God’s
faithfulness and thus will be able to enrich each other by shared experiences,
building each other up in love.
I have been invited to preach in Berlin at the church in Teltow and it will be a
new experience for me speaking through an interpreter (some of you might quickly
add that here in Whitstable an occasional interpreter for my Irish voice would be useful!). It
will be challenging to make God’s Word relevant in the German context but
also a great privilege to share in the worship on that Sunday.

Street Pastors’ Commissioning
I was both excited and nervous as the day approached for my
commissioning. Then, with just a few days to go, they
changed the date! I had to wait another week and, in
addition, the service was no longer going to be at Rochester
Cathedral. I was a bit disappointed but eventually, on
Saturday April 21st, I was commissioned as a Street Pastor,
along with three others from Whitstable, and a few from
various other areas.

Over the summer period there will be further comings and goings as our folk go
off on holiday. There will be opportunities for some of you to worship in other
churches and for us to welcome visitors.

The service took place at Kings Church, Gillingham, and it was a great day. We
were blessed to be commissioned by Les Isaac, OBE. Les founded the Street
Pastors in 2003. It started with just eighteen volunteers and they went out in
Brixham. Since then the organisation has spread worldwide.

May we all be encouraged by the mutually enhancing fellowship this provides
and may we all have renewed confidence in God as we return in due course to
our usual routines and activities and as together we work to build up God’s
church here in Middle Wall.

It was a very happy and moving service with a sermon by Faith Forster. I was
thrilled to have Sian, Betty and Andrew at the service, together with two friends
from Sheppey and Val Hunt, one of our prayer team. Les asked me if I’d
brought my fan club with me as they all cheered when my name was called!
It is a day I won’t forget as it was so moving. I’m now looking forward to going
out on a regular basis and getting to know all the Whitstable Street Pastors. As
I am sure you are aware, teams go out on a rota basis on a Friday evening in
Whitstable, from 7 o’clock until midnight, with the backing of a prayer team
who meet at St. John’s Methodist Church during those hours.

Your friend and pastor,

Thank you for your prayers and support on that day.
Stephanie Gilder

Cover Picture

The Windrush Exhibition – a tribute to the migrants

Welcome to our Summer Edition, the cover of which
features a view of Whitstable Bay from Tankerton
Slopes (can you find that beach hut?). I am pleased to
say that this edition also includes a number of
articles submitted by you – well done and thank
you all!
I hope you enjoy whatever plans you have for
this summer – perhaps you will let us know
how they went.
Please do continue to send in your articles.
Tony & Beryl
2

This month (June) marks 70 years since the Empire
Windrush arrived at Tilbury Docks carrying
hundreds of migrants from the Caribbean.
The British Library, in London, opens its
special Windrush Exhibition this month
(1st June to 21st October).
Key exhibits in the Windrush Exhibition
include ER Braithwaite’s original typescript
of To Sir, With Love, the autobiographical novel
that became a film starring Sidney Poitier.
www.middlewall.co.uk
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“If anyone teaches false doctrines… he understands nothing.”

Spam! Spam! Spam! Spam!
Recently, the subject of Spam hit the headlines.
Had canned meat caused a problem? No, it was,
of course, all about Personal Computers and the
modern global information exchange through the
Internet and, primarily, e-mail.
European
Legislation was being introduced to outlaw
‘Spam’.
So what is Spam, and when is it really Spam?
Spam may be generally defined as ‘unsolicited, unwanted, and inappropriate,
bulk e-mail messages’. But when asking whether a particular message
constitutes Spam, any definition becomes hard. After much consideration,
some have concluded that it really is up to the recipient to say if something is
Spam or not.
Where did the title ‘Spam’ come from? The generally accepted source is that of
a Monty Python comedy sketch. A couple staying in a guest house attempt to
order a dish for dinner that doesn’t contain Spam. The attempt is in vain
however, as every dish listed by the waitress contains Spam. The exercise
becomes pointless as no meaningful information is passed to the couple.
When did Spam first exist? The first Spam was sent on 1st May 1978 by a sales
rep advertising computer equipment. Unfortunately, the ‘Web’ only existed as a
military project at the time, and the venture was not well received!
Why send Spam? Most Spam messages, like many other messages, are trying to
sell products. But interestingly, some are of a purely ideological nature. How
do you know where the message came from? Essentially you don’t. Trying to
find the original sender will often prove fruitless.
A new problem? Spam seems to be a very modern problem. But didn’t New
Testament times see problems with unsolicited, unwanted, and inappropriate
messages? Jesus warns of false prophets in His sermon on the mount
(Mat 7v15), and suggested that they would continue to exist through to the end
times (Mat 24v11, Mk 13v22). In His discussions with the Rich Young Man
(Mat 19v18, Mk 10v19, and Lk 18v20), Jesus restated the commandment “do
not give false testimony”, and then ironically experienced false witnesses and
testimony as He stood before the Sanhedrin after His arrest (Mat 26v60,
Mk I4v57).

How about deciding what was good information and what was a distraction?
Well, John’s first letter to the Asian churches warns them to test what they are
being told “because many false prophets have gone out into the world” (l John
4v1). Peter’s second letter says “there were also false prophets among the
people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly
introduce destructive heresies.” (2 Pet 2v1). As the new and true message of the
gospel went out among the nations, other messages went with it: messages that
the recipients had to ‘weigh up’; messages that contained
nothing of meaning; messages that were distracting and
potentially costly.
So is Spam a new concept? Maybe not. As Paul writes
to Timothy “Turn away from godless chatter and the
opposing ideas of what is falsely called
knowledge.” (1Tim 6v20).
Barry Hoad, Tonbridge Baptist Church

Whitstable
By Madeleine Croll
Hosts of oasts and cherry trees,
Fields and fields of strawberries,
Boats and barges docked at quays,
Sweet honey from the hives of bees.
Quaint and pleasant little town,
Green and verdant Duncan Down,
Farmers harvesting their crops,
Friendly service in the shops.
Sunsets at night beyond compare,
Sailing, swimming, all are there,
Restaurants that aim to please,
Kiosks serving snacks and teas.
Oysters, seafood, mecca for art,
Pubs and parks all play their part,
A day or more that can be spent,
At Whitstable in north-east Kent.

The theme of false information being circulated continues through the New
Testament – Timothy’s pastoral letter from Paul advises him to “command
certain men not to teach false doctrine any longer.” Later he is advised
4
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Church Treasure Hunt (Saturday, 5th May)

A very pleased, proud and happy Alice
received first prize for her poster
advertising the attractions at Whitstable
Castle for the May Day Celebrations on
the first Monday in May.
It was a lovely sunny day and Whitstable
was packed with locals and visitors. Mum,
Dad, and sister Tilly, were there too as part
of the big crowd of fun-seekers joining in
the celebrations.
There was a big cheer for Alice as she
collected her prize – well done Alice!

The design submitted by Alice for the May Day celebrations
at Whitstable Castle which won her 1st prize - congratulations!
6
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Our second attempt to hold the Treasure Hunt saw a great difference in the
weather conditions, and saw a good turnout of curious and apprehensive
competitors.
Altogether, there were 8 cars and a total of 24 occupants taking part and, after a
quick briefing at the starting point in Seasalter, they all set off on their merry
way to find that ‘elusive treasure’. The route followed the local roads along the
seafront at Seasalter, through Graveney, then a quick trip along the Thanet Way
to re-join the rural roads around Fostall (where on earth’s that!), and Hernhill. The
route then passed through Staple Street and the fringes of Boughton, to
disappear into no-man’s land around Brenley (The place they named the corner after!),
to finally finish up at the Sports Activity Centre in the suburbs of Faversham.
Some clues were more difficult than others, not helped by local traders putting
out extra notice boards and signposts, which the planner of the event seemed to
have missed. And, my apologies for leaving the ‘hunters’ in the lurch at Staple
Street – but most people seemed to overcome that little problem eventually.
I endeavoured to include a few ‘nuggets’ of local history, including finding out
about the notorious William Courtenay in Hernhill, although a certain group
found the local fete to be of more interest.
Anyway, everyone seemed to manage to arrive at the finishing point, apart from
the Harris car, which took a wrong turn and somehow ended up on Romney
Marsh – an easy mistake to make! After marking the results sheets we arrived at
a winner and some close runners-up, as shown below:
1st place:
Paul, Anne & Douglas, with 30 out of a possible 31 points
2nd place:
Tricia, Malcolm & Janet, with 25 points
rd
3 place:
Peter and Sue, with 23 points
also ran (drove?): Ray’s car (19), Jean’s car (18), Jane’s car (14), Tony (TBA)
Prize for determination, confusion and enjoyment of a country drive:
Margaret & Co.
My thanks to all of you for being brave enough to take part in one of my
Treasure Hunts, and also to Dennis & Alison for kindly
hosting us at The Activity Centre in Faversham.
I apologise for any confusing questions about the
Graveney Church seating (box pews) and a building
called ‘Bridge House’ which pre-dated
the adjacent railway bridge by 99 years.
(My logic sometimes defies all reasoning).
Jim Parker (This year’s organiser)
www.middlewall.co.uk
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The Seed
A successful businessman was growing old and knew it was time to choose a
successor to take over the business. Instead of choosing one of his Directors,
or his children, he decided to do something different. He called all the young
executives in his company together and said, “It is time for me to step down
and choose the next CEO and I have decided to choose one of you.”
The young executives were surprised, but the boss continued, “I am going to
give each one of you a seed today – one very special seed. I want you to plant
the seed, water it, and come back here one year from today with what you have
grown from that seed. I will then judge the plants that you bring, and the one I
choose will be the next CEO.”
One man, named Jim, was there that day and he, like the others, received a seed.
He went home and excitedly told his wife the story. She helped him get a pot,
soil and compost and he planted the seed. Every day he would water it and
watch to see if it had grown. After about three weeks, some of the other
executives began to talk about their seeds and the plants that were beginning to
grow.
Jim kept checking his seed, but nothing ever grew. Three weeks, four weeks,
ﬁve weeks went by, and still nothing. By now others were talking about their
ﬁne plants, and Jim felt like a failure.
Six months went by – still nothing in Jim’s pot; he just knew he had killed his
seed. Everyone else had trees and tall plants, but he had nothing. Jim didn’t say
anything to his colleagues, but he kept watering and fertilizing the soil – he so
wanted the seed to grow.
A year ﬁnally went by and all the young executives brought in their plants. Jim
wasn’t going to take an empty pot, but his wife told him to be honest. He knew
this was going to be the most embarrassing moment of his life, but he knew his
wife was right.
When Jim arrived he was amazed at the variety of beautiful plants grown by the
other executives. When he put his pot down, many of his colleagues laughed; a
few felt sorry for him.
The CEO arrived and surveyed the plants. “My, what great plants you have
grown!” Today, one of you will be appointed the new CEO.”

The CEO looked at Jim, and then announced, “Behold
your next CEO!” Nobody could believe it,
especially Jim.
The CEO said, “One year ago today, I gave
everyone in this room a seed. I told you to plant it
and care for it. But I gave you all boiled seeds; they were
dead – it was not possible for them to grow. All of you,
except Jim, substituted another seed when yours failed
to grow. Jim was the only one with the courage to
bring me the pot with the original seed – therefore,
he is the new Chief Executive Officer.”
From the magazine of Margate Baptist Church

It’s Strange
It’s strange how twenty pounds seems like such a large amount when you
donate it to church, but such a small amount when you go shopping.
It’s strange how two hours seem so long when you’re at church, and how short
they seem when you’re watching a good movie.
It’s strange that you can’t find words to say when you’re praying, but you have
no trouble thinking what to talk about with a friend.
It’s strange how difficult it is to read one chapter of the Bible, but how easy it is
to read a popular novel.
It’s strange how everyone wants front-row-tickets to concerts, but they want to
sit in the last row at Church.
It’s strange how we need to know about an event for Church two-three weeks
before the day so we can include it in our agenda, but we can adjust it for other
events in the last minute.
It’s strange how difficult it is to learn a fact about God and share it with others,
but it’s easy to repeat gossip.
It’s strange how we believe everything that magazines and newspapers say, but
we question the words in the Bible.
Submitted by Martin Robinson

Suddenly, the CEO spotted Jim at the back of the room with his empty pot, and
called him to the front. He asked Jim what had happened and Jim told him the
story.
8
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World Cup Fever

Summertime

The former Liverpool Manager, Bill Shankly,
famously said, “Some people believe football is a matter of
life and death. I am very disappointed with that attitude. I
can assure you it is much, much more important than that!”

by Thomas H Green

This month sees the start of the World Cup in Russia; a truly global event
watched by billions on television. Yet this competition illustrates some key
points about the Christian life. As Paul writes: “But one thing I do: forgetting what is
behind and straining towards what is ahead, I press on towards the goal to win the prize for
which God has called me heavenwards in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13b,14).

Over the nearly 80 years since it was written, the song Summertime has become
perhaps the ultimate jazz club standard. From Ella Fitzgerald to Janis Joplin to
Sting and beyond, there have been thousands of covers. The very mention of
its title in a social scenario is liable to end up with someone singing the opening
lines, ‘Summertime and the livin’ is easy/Fish are jumpin’ and the cotton is
high’. When July and August are at their blazing hottest, it makes perfect sense,
marinated in a dazed, languorous heat, capturing some ineffable essence of
America’s Deep South.

A prize to be won: The dream of every player in the competition is to be able

The most famous song in Porgy and Bess is over within the first five minutes.
It’s sung as a lullaby by a young mother to a restless child, serenely setting up
the harmony in this community that’s going to be broken by the conflict of the
play. Everyone assumes it’s sung by Bess but it’s an incidental character, Clara.
Her story later takes a tragic turn, so the song returns as a juxtaposition when
the world of innocence has started fading fast.

Training to be undertaken: If a team is going to win the World Cup, they

It is this undercurrent that makes the song so powerful. It drew such seriously
damaged singers as Billie Holliday and Janis Joplin to identify with it and make it
their own. Summertime contains a lazy beauty but also a
sense of drama that suggests all is not as it should be.

to hold up the World Cup themselves. For us the prize is eternal life, God’s gift
of relationship with Him for now and eternity through Jesus. But there’s an
important difference between football and the Christian faith. To win the
World Cup you have to be good enough, while Christ’s love for us is
undeserved and is not dependent on how well we’ve done.
have to train hard beforehand. Our training, as Christians, starts the moment
we accept the gift of God’s life. On a daily basis, we train ourselves to say no to
the wrong things in our lives. As we build up our godly muscles we are better able
to choose to do what is right in God’s eyes. To enable us to do all this we need
to engage in the spiritual disciplines of prayer, studying the Bible and being part
of a church and small group. How is your training going?

Porgy and Bess is at the Regents Park Open Air Theatre
until 23rd August. Tickets and details: openairtheatre.com
© Telegraph Media Group Ltd 2018

© Parish Pump

The (next) Messenger

Though the cover is worn and the pages are torn,
And though places bear traces of tears,
Yet more precious than gold is this Book worn and old,
That can shatter and scatter my fears.
When I prayerfully look in this precious old book,
As my eyes scan the pages I see,
Many tokens of love from the Father above,
Who is nearest and dearest to me.
This old Book is my guide, ’tis a friend by my side,
It will lighten and brighten my way;
And each promise I find soothes and gladdens the mind,
As I read it and heed it each day.
10

THE DEADLINE for the next (Autumn) issue of
The Messenger is…

Submitted by Terry Jeffs

This Old Book Author unknown

www.middlewall.co.uk

Sunday 12th August
Please ensure your contributions are handed
(or preferably emailed) to Beryl or Tony by that date.
Thank you
email: messenger@middlewall.co.uk
www.middlewall.co.uk
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Armed Forces Day

Week – 23rd June to 1st July – and, as ever, we’re encouraging people up and
down the country to participate, whether that’s hosting a bake sale with
colleagues, classmates, or at home with friends.

Join ‘Help for Heroes’ in saluting the troops this Armed
Forces Day and, together, we can inspire the nation to keep
supporting our wounded, injured and sick Veterans and
Help for Heroes are proudly getting behind our
nation’s Forces on 30th June to celebrate Armed
Forces Day. It’s a day for everyone to show their
support for the men and women who make up the
Armed Forces community: from currently serving
troops to Service families, Veterans and Cadets. It
puts the spotlight on these brave men and women,
and it’s a way of saying thank you to them for their
invaluable work and commitment to serving their
country. Help for Heroes is leading the way with a range of different
fundraising events and activities on and around Armed Forces Day, helping to
raise vital funds for wounded, injured and sick Veterans and their families.

A Morale Boost
Showing our support for Armed Forces Day is a great way to help boost the
morale of our troops and their families, and to show them we care.
Veteran David Shaw said: “I think it’s brilliant. It gives the public a chance to
give us their support and thank us for what we have done for our country.”
“Supporting our Forces community is at the heart of what we do here at Help
for Heroes, so it’s only natural that we want to encourage the nation to get
behind Armed Forces Day. It’s an opportunity for us to show our brave men
and women just how much we appreciate the sheer hard work and dedication
they give every day in serving our country.” Melanie Waters, CEO, Help for
Heroes.

Do Your Bit
This is your chance to encourage your friends and family to make, sell and eat
cake while supporting our nation’s brave Servicemen and women at the same
time. Join us and be part of The Force for Good by helping us raise money to
empower Veterans and their families to reach their potential.
One of Bake for Heroes great supporters is Sandy Docherty, who appeared on
Great British Bake Off in 2015. Here, she shares her reasons for supporting
Bake for Heroes: “Having met many of the fabulous Veterans being supported
by Help for Heroes, I knew that I had to share my knowledge, love and
understanding of baking. What better way to do this than through Bake for
Heroes? Baking has a universal language and barriers can be broken down
when we share and cook together.”

How to take part
If you want to hold a bake sale, simply register online at
bakeforheroes.org.uk or call 0300 303 9888.
We will then send you a free fundraising pack, full
of useful hints, tips and ideas on how to throw a
fun-filled bake sale and promote your
event.

BRING OUT THE BIG BUNS!

Bake for Heroes
Every year we encourage the nation to don their aprons, dig out their mixing
bowls, and do their bit for Help for Heroes by taking part in our big bake sale –
and this year we want you to get involved!
This year’s Bake for Heroes event will take place during Armed Forces
12
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Neighbours
A couple of weeks ago we had new neighbours move in to number 38 A. Him
and her. We think she’s Betty – but we don’t know his name. They’ve done a
lot of work improving their home and getting it ready for family and visitors.
So far they’ve kept themselves to themselves but I think things are about to
change.
38A is a nest box hanging on the shed in our back garden and Betty is a blue tit!
Since she moved in, she has laid one egg every day between 5:30-6:00 in the
morning. How organised is that? And how do I know? Well, there’s been a
box there for quite a few years and we’ve had more than one brood in that time
but, a couple of years ago, I placed a camera in the nest box. Nothing happened
for those two years but, this year, the squatters arrived and we’ve been able to
watch the proceedings and it’s been quite exciting – our very own ‘Springwatch’!
They spent a few days building up the nest to about 50cm deep with a sort of
dip or cup in the middle. This ‘cup’ now holds nine eggs and Betty spends most
of the day and all of the night sitting on them. She’s a bit of a fidget – getting
up every ten minutes or so to turn the eggs round or rearrange them –
sometimes almost standing on her head! Occasionally, what’s-his-name turns
up with a caterpillar or some other blue-tit-delicacy for her but we haven’t seen
much of him – yet.
Thirteen days after the last egg was laid the first ones have started to hatch and
mum and dad are now working like crazy, feeding the chicks up to 10,000
caterpillars over the next three weeks
(bearing in mind they don’t feed at night,
that’s about one a minute – doesn’t sound
like a very balanced diet!).
It’s been fascinating reading about their
behaviour, their breeding habits, and how
eggs are made (painful!) and, when there’s
nothing else to watch on TV, there’s
always Betty – perhaps I need to get out
more?
By the time you are reading this they may
have started to fledge and flying lessons
will have started – maybe I can help out
with that?
Tony Harris
14

www.middlewall.co.uk

www.middlewall.co.uk

15

The Messenger

Summer 2018

Bible Study Groups
There are lots of parts of church life that are
not very obvious. We see the lovely clean
church on a Sunday morning, and don’t see
the work done in cleaning, in arranging
flowers etc., we don’t necessarily know who
prays, and how often; there are those who
are real evangelists, but we do not see those
they have witnessed to. Similarly, there is a
vital part of our church life that we seldom hear about, but which is one of the
foundations to our church fellowship and life. These are the Bible study groups
who meet regularly in homes around our town.
Recently a newer member of our fellowship asked me if there were any Church
Bible Study groups. As Tony and I had recently been talking about our
respective groups and what they were doing, I thought it might be of interest to
others to know what goes on in these meetings.
I suppose one could describe them as ‘hidden treasures.’ They are seldom
advertised, and yet a good proportion of our church family attend one. They
are groups which meet fairly regularly (but can be very flexible with their dates)
and those who attend would say they find them of great value. Laughter,
fellowship, care for one another, and growth in the Christian faith all
characterise these groups.

Anne leads a small group of women who meet at Charlotte’s on a Thursday
morning from 10:30am to 12:30pm. Currently they are studying Luke’s gospel.
Two neighbours of Charlotte’s are regular attenders.
Ray leads a group that meets at Pam Tyler’s house on a Thursday evening.
There are currently eight folk who attend this Bible Study. The present study is
about resurrection. They have used a number of different sources for guides
over the years – the current one being from the ‘York’ series.
Finally, Lucy, one of our older members, has started a new group very recently
which meets in her home. There are four ladies who currently attend.
If you don’t attend such a group, I would encourage you to ‘invest’ in one. If
you are interested, speak to Andrew Frame who is Bible Study co-ordinator, or
to one of the leaders mentioned above. And pray for our Bible study groups,
that they will continue to be sources of inspiration and Christian growth.
Jean Rothery
(And if you want further encouragement to join a group, see the article on the next page! Ed.)

They always involve a study of parts of the Bible – sometimes a book,
sometimes a character, and sometimes a topic. We usually use a study guide,
and group participation is encouraged, but not necessarily required! Sometimes
videos are used, and often refreshments are included (Joan’s carrot cake is really
delicious!) At present, the groups decide what they would like to study.
Currently, there are six groups which meet, and each has its own unique style.
Pauline Goddard leads the group which meets on a Monday morning, usually at
Marie and Michael’s, and they are currently studying the last week of Jesus’ life.
Geoff leads the group which usually meets at Cathy’s. There are six of us, and
we meet on a Wednesday afternoon at 2:30pm. We usually follow a Lifebuilder
Bible Study guide, and are currently studying Philippians.
Tony leads an informal group that meets at Jonathan and Alison Oliver’s on a
Wednesday or Thursday evening. They are currently following the new Alpha
course, which is a guide for those seeking answers about the basics of
Christianity.
16
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Just a thought…
“The will of God will never take you to where the grace of
God will not protect you. To gain that which is worth
having, it may be necessary to lose everything else.”
Bernadette Devlin
Submitted by Ray Jones
www.middlewall.co.uk
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Inside the White House Bible Study Group

mean, in an egalitarian sense, that a woman is of lesser importance. It’s just that
they have different roles.”

For the first time in at least 100 years, the US Cabinet has a bible study group.
What do they learn? What does Donald Trump make of it? And why aren’t
women allowed to teach?

When four of the group were elected to the Senate they asked for a senators’
class which began in 2015. Shortly after Donald Trump took office the same
process led to a group for cabinet members.

Every Wednesday some of the world’s most powerful people meet in a
conference room in Washington DC to learn about God. The Secret Service
won’t allow the location to be revealed.

“Trump started appointing to his cabinet all the guys that were in our House
and Senate bible study,” says Drollinger, a trend he attributes to Vice-President
Mike Pence who “knew who those strong believers were”.

Vice-President Mike Pence, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, Education
Secretary Betsy DeVos, Energy Secretary Rick Perry, Attorney General Jeff
Sessions – the list goes on. In total, ten cabinet members are “sponsors” of the
group. Not everyone attends every meeting but they go if they can.

“Unlike our secular media,” Drollinger says, he and others saw the appointees
had something in common – they “were strong in Christ”.

Step forward Ralph Drollinger, a seven-foot tall basketball pro turned pastor.
As a child he rarely went to church – “Probably half a dozen times,” he says –
and didn’t get far with the Bible. “I always promised myself I’d read it, but
every time I tried, it didn’t make a whole lot of sense to me.”
In his last year of high school, after a basketball game, some cheerleaders invited
him to bible study. He went, and his world changed.
“It was the first time I really heard the gospel, so I went home, read through the
whole gospel of Matthew that night, and asked Jesus into my heart.”
In 1972, Drollinger went to the University of California in Los Angeles on a
basketball scholarship. He attended a bible-teaching church and, over the next
four years, “fell in love with the scriptures”. “I sensed such a passion for
ministry that everything paled in comparison.”
After retiring from basketball he worked in sports ministries before turning to
politics in 1996. The road to the White House started with failing Christians in
California.
Each class is led by a local pastor, but none is led by a woman. Why not?
“There’s no Biblical prohibition of female leadership in commerce, there’s no
prohibition of female leadership in the state, and there’s no prohibition of
female leadership over children,” says Drollinger.
“But there is a prohibition of female leadership in marriage, and female
leadership in the church. And those are clear in scripture… it doesn’t
18
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President Trump is not a member of Drollinger’s group – but he is a Christian,
and does get Drollinger’s eight-page print-outs most weeks.
The weekly bible studies are not private, or secret. Anyone can read them
online.
© 2018 BBC
BE STILL in God’s creation
BE STILL in His Word
BE STILL in the busyness of life
BE STILL in service for Him
BE STILL in the joy, happiness, sorrow,
loneliness and circumstances
that surround your life
BE STILL for I am with you and I long for you
to realise this and not turn away
BE STILL when I call you to obey me
BE STILL for I will do great things
BE STILL as the Holy Spirit works in your life
BE STILL, worship Me and glorify My Name
www.middlewall.co.uk

Submitted by Carole Holgate

Meetings last between 60 and 90 minutes, and members are free to contact the
teacher after-hours. So who is the man leading the United States’ most
influential bible study?

Capitol Ministries believes it is the first Cabinet-level bible study for “at least
100 years”. There was a group during George W Bush’s presidency, but it was
for lower-ranking staff members.
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Just For Fun!

11 Which brothers wrote the song ‘Summertime’?

answe
rs
elsew
here

Whilst you are lazing about
this summer, have a go at our
‘Summer’ Quiz!

12 Esther Summerson is the heroine of which novel
by Charles Dickens?
13 Which duo had a hit in 1978 with ‘Summer
Nights’?
14 Which hit song describes summer thus – ‘Those
days of soda and pretzels and beer’?
15 The film Summersby starred Richard Gere and
which actress?

1 What is the collective name of the group of
eighteen hundred islands between Canada and
the USA which are popular summer resorts?

16 What is the name given to the longest day of the
year?

2 Whose summer villa is at Castel Gandolfo?

17 Who had a hit record in 1961 with ‘Summertime
Blues’?

3 When is the festival of Midsummer Day?
4 Where were the 1968 Summer Olympics held?

18 The tiny Summer Isles are a few miles northwest
of which Scottish port?

5 What is used as the filling of a summer pudding?
6 Which institution, introduced by Harold Wilson,
consists of TV and radio lectures and summer
schools?

19 How is the singer La Donna Gaynes better known?

7 In ‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland’, what was
done all on a summer’s day?

20 Which group had a hit with the song ‘In the
summertime’?
A couple went to the dentist. “No fancy stuff”,
said the husband. “No anaesthetic, just
pull the tooth out and get it over with.”

8 Elvis Presley was ‘The King’, Bruce Springsteen,
‘The Boss’. What nickname was given to Donna
Summer?

“I wish more of my patients were as
stoic as you,” said the dentist
admiringly. “Now, which tooth is it?”

9 In which capital city in the Northern Hemisphere,
the name of which is a local tribe, has almost 19
hours of daylight during the summer solstice?

The husband turned to
his wife and said, “Show
him your tooth, dear.”

10 Which actor, later to find fame in ‘It Ain’t Half Hot
Mum’, played the part of one of Cliff Richard’s
friends in the film ‘Summer Holiday’?
20
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21st Century Spirituality
More than half of the UK population identify as having no religion but many
have a spiritual side. Ten people explain what spirituality means to them:
Barbara
My spirituality has had an enormous impact on my daily life and actions. It was
fundamental in helping me change emotions of hate towards someone who
was very hard with me, to infinite compassion, forgiveness and ultimately, love.
Simon
You don’t need to be dying to ask fundamental questions. Through constant
examination and reflection, my values continually shift and evolve.
As a humanist I create my own meaning, and for me this is centred on my
relationships with others and making a positive contribution.
Sara
When I went to school I was the only Muslim. I started to question the rules
that surround our religion. I felt like I was living in confusion and I was
searching for contentment and happiness. One day I was feeling really down. I
went up to the study and on the bookshelf was a book called Don’t Be Sad.
The book was a miracle for me. It was about being in the moment, about
being fully present and having gratitude for what you had. I believe every day
should be fulfilled. I try to make a utopian world around me, switching
negative things into positive and trying to see the good in everything.
Julia
We’re in a spiritual crisis right now – even to say the word seems odd or weird
to many people. I have a deep respect for many spiritual traditions. I don’t
think people need to follow a certain way to find peace and understanding.
Our mind filters out much of what the body knows and senses, or else we
would be overwhelmed mentally. By lying down we are able to allow the body’s
wisdom to be heard.
Ziad
In a time and age where individualism and self-indulgence saturates the social
dimensions, I found Sufi spirituality offers the inner warmth that the divine
spark in every one of us yearns for. I believe all religions are expressions of the
one truth. Like the base of a mountain, humans have compelled themselves to
be different. The more we detach ourselves from our ego, the closer we reach
the divine spark which is to be alive, to be conscious and share that
consciousness with others.
Hugh
I didn’t actually know my mother or father. My father passed away before I was
22
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born, and my mother died 11 months later. I always felt like an orphan. But as I
grew older and had a greater understanding of my own being, I realised I wasn’t
an orphan. I had a Father. And He was God.
Sohum
My belief – my spirituality – is something I have discovered myself since I was a
teenager. I’ve read widely and formed my own opinions. When I started
university, I had a really hard time adjusting. My spirituality helped me to
understand that every situation is temporary, and that everything moves and
passes.
Reverend Bonnie
Doubt is important to personal development. It’s doubt that keeps you asking
questions and broadens your beliefs. Certainty closes doors. Doubt deepens
faith.
Ulrica
When I moved to London I wasn’t accepted in the church, so we formed our
own. There was a barrier in the church among races. But people who are truly
spiritual don’t see colour.
Ayala
The most challenging times of my life have also been the times of greatest
growth. When there is friction, it shows me that there is
something inside me that is rubbing up against the grit
and gristle of life, which is creating heat. Instead of
looking outwards, it becomes an opportunity to look
inwards. I bring these abandoned parts from the
shadows back into the light, until I know myself as
this light. It is a journey of awakening. Spirituality
is inseparable from life. It is a way of experiencing
the truth of this moment with a clear mind and an
open heart. Life is this truth manifest.
© 2018 BBC

Just a thought…
“All shall be well, all shall be well. For there is a force of love moving
through the universe that holds fast and will never let us go.”
Saint Julian of Norwich (1342-1416)
Submitted by Andrew Frame
www.middlewall.co.uk
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India
As many of you will know, I took
money with me from the quiz, coffee
morning and donations, and converted
this to thousands of rupees!
I spent: 2 on diesel for trips; 1 on ice
cream; 2 on meals out for Anand and
Rosie; 5 on hardware, like buckets and
clocks; 7 on stationery, including two
new white boards; 3 on cookies, candy and fish and shrimp; 1 on water –
36x2 litre bottles helped me clean my teeth, drink tea and water for a month.
Thanks everyone.
I left on a gloriously sunny evening (came back on a rainy night!!) to fly to Delhi
(eight hours), then down to Visag on a domestic flight.
India is five and a half hours ahead of the UK so I had an early night there and
woke feeling pretty ok.
We had pancakes for breakfast and then went shopping, ditto the next day.
I now had two ‘uniforms’ for under £20 to wear to teach. I observed for a
morning and then the next day I was given my timetable. I taught English for
four sessions, then lunch and a lie down, lesson sorting and wool winding
before going back and teaching crochet for 2-3 hours.
Monday to Saturday
Every morning I would grab an orange and cup of tea and go to the school
assembly. They sang a Christian song, heard the Word, prayed and sang their
national anthem in Telegu – I learnt the last part of that by the end of my stay!
This was my routine thank goodness, even on Saturday, because Rosie left me
after two days and didn’t return until my last three!
In some way I stood in for her but I didn’t spend enough time with her routine
to completely cover for her – i.e. at birthdays and other special times. She was a
great one for PR and I learnt a lot from her. Most of these occasions called for
a photo!
I did not have one single headache when I was there. Eating only an orange and
then a cheese or guddu (egg) sandwich/omelette and then curry in the evening,
meant my system was not too shocked!
I was very well and the weather was like our best summer day, every day. One
day was humid and that was it.
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As I said, I wanted to see the community for myself, the children are happy and
healthy. They thanked me all the time for teaching them. They said good bye at
every lesson and shook my hand. I was called auntie or sister.
To teach crochet was to teach myself as I have never followed a pattern. Stitch
names vary from the US to the UK which is very confusing when watching a
YouTube tutorial!
I thank everyone for their prayers during this time – I am sure that this is why it
was so wonderful and, after the Holy Land, was the best time abroad I have
had.
I did end the visit with a hotel room and outdoor swimming pool – swimming
in the dark overlooking the Bay of Bengal was a bonus, as was being able to be
scrubbed clean!
Cheree Moyes

Glimpses of a Community





















120 voices following me line by line in ‘Wide, wide as the ocean’.
sandals all in a strange row outside.
a baby climbing over my lap, a toddler under my legs and the other girls sat
close around me in crochet class.
a beautiful green dress for the birthday girl with loose and part braided hair.
a birthday candle I lit that ‘blossomed’.
kids with no phones or shoes.
teaching above the geese honking.
the cock crowing in the interval.
sitting at my desk and facing the green mountains.
a sun that rose to my left and set to my right – just like here.
a blood red full moon.
passing the buffalo on my way to school.
lunch in the staff room.
lemon rice.
dayglow orange desert.
the sound of singing.
the sound of kids praying aloud.
bath in a large pink bucket.
power cuts, random wi-fi.
smiles upon smiles upon smiles.
Cheree Moyes

www.middlewall.co.uk
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The Evergreen Prayer
Birthday Greetings to:-

Blessed are they that understand
My faltering step and shaking hand.

Pam Tyler
June Gluning
Andrew Frame
Tony Harris

Blessed who know my ears today
Must strain to catch the things they say.
Blessed are they who seem to know
My eyes are dim and my mind is slow.

May God
richly bless
you on your
special day!

Blessed are they who looked away
When tea spilled on the cloth that day.
Blessed are they with a cheery smile
Who stopped to chat for a little while.

3rd July
22nd July
th
20 August
20th August

BMS Birthday
Scheme
Supporting the work of the
Baptist Missionary Society

See June Gluning for details
01227 771187

Blessed are they who never say
“You’ve told that story twice today.”

Do you have a birthday? If so, why not contact June
and add your support to a worthy cause?

Blessed are they who make it known
That I’m loved, respected, and not alone.
Blessed are they who ease the days
Of my journey home in loving ways.
Submitted by Jean Rothery

Answers to the Summer Quiz (page 20)

I found this poem while looking through a notebook of sermon notes written by my
father-in-law, Bill Kitchen. Every page was filled from top to bottom with his writing
and also underlined. He had used his children’s old exercise books and also used red
and blue ink! Obviously he knew where he was going with the writing…
Bill was a local lay preacher in the Methodist circuit in Cornwall for over 50
years. His wisdom and example have been an inspiration to many over many years.

1: Thousand Islands; 2: The Pope; 3: 24th June; 4: Mexico; 5: Soft fruit (such as raspberries or
blackcurrants); 6: Open University; 7: Queen of Hearts made some tarts; 8: Queen of Disco;
9: Helsinki (Finland); 10: Melvyn Hayes; 11: George and Ira Gershwin; 12: Bleak House;
13: John Travolta and Olivia Newton John; 14: Lazy Hazy Crazy Days of Summer; 15: Jodie
Foster; 16: Summer Solstice; 17: Eddie Cochran; 18: Ullapool; 19: Donna Summer;
20: Mungo Jerry.

The Last Laugh

Just a thought…
• Philosophy says think your way out. • Indulgence says drink your way out.
• Science says invent your way out. • Industry says work your way out.
• Militarism says fight your way out. • The world says party your way out.
Christ says I am the Way Out!

A Sunday school teacher was giving a lesson on God’s omnipotence. She asked,
“Is there anything God can’t do?” All was silent. Finally, one boy held up his
hand. The teacher, on seeing this, was disappointed that they had missed the
point of the lesson.
She sighed and asked, “Well, what is it you think God can’t do?” The boy
replied, “He can’t please everybody.”

Submitted by Ray Jones

Submitted by Ken Pacey
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Beryl’s Back!

Not ‘The Road to Canterbury’
I think it is great that we can so easily check the weather
forecast. The experts may not be right every time but
I suppose, especially if they have Bruce Almighty to deal
with, that is not surprising!
For Easter Monday this year ‘they’ said it would stay dry until
about 4pm and so it was, with a little faith and a big umbrella (well done Doug!)
a couple of dozen keen walkers (well, mostly ‘ramblers’ actually) set foot along
the track within Clowes Wood.
With a red jacket at the front, so we could maintain the right course, and a
bright yellow jacket keeping an eye on the rear (oops, sorry!), what began as an
assault course navigating a bit of puddly ground, soon settled down.
We took the anti-clockwise route and, just after the winding hole (see your
history books) made sure no-one wandered off towards Canterbury when the
intention was to complete a rather smaller circular route within about an hour!
One of the ‘twins’ (the one in the red jacket) was up front and the other one
bravely started out but, unfortunately, was unable to complete the course due to
old age (sorry, lack of mobility) but he was trying! His lovely wife, who seemed
quite happy to plod, accompanied the stalwart June (Bennett) who, in lieu of a
walking stick, was quite happy to improvise with kind provision from an
obliging tree. Pam’s new knee held up well and fellowship was rife.
The afternoon was enjoyed by various folk
from our church, plus neighbours, friends,
relatives, and four dogs. The beauty of
Clowes Wood is that the path is wide and,
although there are a few uphill sections,
they are not insurmountable. In any case,
we were walking side by side, encouraging
each other and offering support – that’s
how life should be, shouldn’t it? Oh, yes,
and there was a feast to share at the end of
the road!
Have a great summer and let’s continue to
be there for each other.
Beryl Harris
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BMS Birthday Scheme:
June Gluning

771187

birthdays@middlewall.co.uk

Book Keeper:
Janet Payne

264186

treasurer@middlewall.co.uk

Choral Group:
Ray Jones

772997

juneray.orpheus@gmail.com

Church Flowers:
June Bennett

280430

Deacons:
Andrew Frame (Secretary)
Cheree Moyes
Jean Myhill
Alison Oliver

794489
638841
277297
652953

secretary@middlewall.co.uk
chereebright@yahoo.co.uk
jean_myhill.gov@hotmail.co.uk
A.L.Oliver@kent.ac.uk

Messenger:
Tony & Beryl Harris

780969

messenger@middlewall.co.uk

Minister:
Rev Paul Wilson

273849

minister@middlewall.co.uk

Prayer Chain:
Margaret Frame
Beryl Harris
Jean Rothery

794489
780969
265276

prayer@middlewall.co.uk

Secretary:
Andrew Frame

794489

secretary@middlewall.co.uk

Website:
Tony Harris

780969

webmaster@middlewall.co.uk

Worship Group:
Jean Rothery

265276

jean.rothery@outlook.com

Young People’s Groups:
Anne Wilson

273849

ypf@middlewall.co.uk

If the person or organisation you want is not listed please contact the Secretary.
(Dialling code for all telephone numbers is 01227)
www.middlewall.co.uk

