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Beryl 6s ®ack
Not 0The Road

| think it is great that we can so easily check the
forecast. The experts may not be right every timy_
| suppose, especially if they have Bruce Almighty t&§&*
with, that is not surprising!

For Easter Monday this yea~s _ 0§
about 4pm and so it was, with a little faith and a big umbrella (well done Doug!
a couple of dozen keen wal kers (wel
the track within Clowes Wood.

With a red jacket at the front, so we could maintain the right course, and ¢
bright yellow jacket keeping an eye on the rear (oops, sorry!), what began as
assault course navigating a bit of puddly ground, soon settled down.

We took the antilockwise route and, just after the winding hole (see your
history books) made sure-orwe wandered off towards Canterbury when the
intention was to complete a rather smaller circular route within about an hour!

One of the 6twinsd (the one in the
bravely started out but, unfortunately, was unable to complete the course due-
old age (sorry, lack of mobility) but he was trying! His lovely wife, who seeme
quite happy to plod, accompanied the stalwart June (Bennett) who, in lieu of
walking stick, was quite happy to improvise with kind provision from an
obliging tree.

Pamds new knee hel d

The afternoon was enjoyed by various folk
from our church, plus neighbours, friends,
A relatives, and four dogs. The beauty of
Clowes Wood is that the path is wide and,
although there are a few uphill sections,
they are not insurmountable. In any case,
we were walking side by side, encouraging
each other and offering suppért hat 06 s
P PRhow | ife should be,
@ and there was a feast to share at the end of
the road!

Have a great Summer i
be there for each other.
Beryl Harris
28 www.middlewall.co.uk
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continued the work
sHe used king Darius to give the work
fresh impetus and He brought Ezra
himself to Jerusalem to open up
Gododés word and wurg
living.  Moreover, the sense of
ommunal endeavour fostered by
odds Spirit i's a
the book of Ezra.
All of this confirms the fact that God
is the Lord of history and
the One who lovingly
0oFor | kmguwes and resources the
affairs of His people.
Jeremi ah conve
clear and timely message to
émoFor | know

Dear Folks,

We are presently in the middle o
working our way through the book of
Ezra on Sunday mornings. It
contains a captivating and inspiring
account of the return of the Jewish
exiles from Babylon to Jerusalem an
the rebuilding of the Temple.

Throughout we see God working
behind the scenes to accomplish Hi
will.  Amazingly, He used
the decree of the Persjan
king Cyrus to facilitate
these happenings and, later 7€ plans /

on, that same edict proved have for you
crucial again during the 6 p/ ans
reign of another Persian .
ruler when the progress |on give you a have for you
the Temple was hope and a prosper you an_d not to harm
threatened. Like us, these f ut ur e ¢YOU plans to give you a hope
pioneers were building for an d. a futWwe eo
God in challenging _ often cite thes_e verses _bl!t it
circumstances. As we observed on & 900d to see them in this original

recent Sunday, a fascinating an ontextd and to Ponder thed
moving list of names is included in '¢MeNMOUS Sense ot courage an

chapter 2 and we give thanks for a”expectation they gave these exiles.

those listed for they are our forebears! "€if _happiness on arriving in

in faith. And from this remnant the Jerusalem is summed up in Psalm

: 1260 Our mout hs wer e
Messiah was eventually to come.
y our tongues w2).t h

God raised up capable and inspiringChallenges and opposition were to
leaders, particularly Zerubbabel andt o | | o w, but they w
Jeshua, to mobilise the people andgajthfulness at every turn.

organize their rebuilding efforts. He
sent His prophets Haggai and
Zechariah to support and help the
returnees by stirring them into action
and by encouraging them as the

As | write this letter we are preparing
as a family to travel to Berlin, ory a
church exchange visit with fo
rom All Saints Church al

www.middlewall.co.uk 1
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Seasalter Christian Centre. Over a number of years now we have enjoys
fellowship with our German friends both from Berlin and from Kleines
Wiesental in the Back Forest. | know there will be much laughter and joy as w
renew fellowship together. Equall
faithfulness and thus will be able to enrich each other by shared experience
building each other up in love.

| have been invited to preach in Berlin at the church in Teltow and it will be a
new experience for me speaking through an inter(zetee of you might quickly
add that here in Whitstable an occasional interpreter for my Irish voite would
wi || be challenging to make Godds
also a great privilege to share in the worship on that Sunday.

Over the summer period there will be further comings and goings as our folk g¢
off on holiday. There will be opportunities for some of you to worship in other
churches and for us to welcome visitors.

May we all be encouraged by the mutually enhancing fellowship this provide
and may we all have renewed confidence in God as we return in due course
our usual routines and activities
church here in Middle Wall.

Your friend and pastor,

Tk —

Cover Picture

Welcome to our Summer Edition, the cover of w T"’E MEss
features a view of Whitstable Bay from Tanke/
Slopes(can you find that beach hw®) pleased t/
say that this edition also includes a numbc'
articles submitted by yéuwell done and than
you all! /

| hope you enjoy whatever plans you hav«’
this summe® perhaps you will let us knr
how they went.

Please do continue to send in your article_~ ”"“m rn
Tony & Beryl

2 www.middlewall.co.uk
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Answers to the Summer Qpage 20)

1:Thousand IslandsTBe Pope; 34" June; 4vexico; Soft fruifsuch as raspberries or
blackcurrantsj:Open University;Queen of Hearts made some ta@sge8n of Disco;
9:Helsink(Finland) 10.Melvyn Hayes; TQeorge and Ira GershwinBlE2k House;
13:John Travolta and Olivia Newton Johazyl4azy Crazy Days of Summéndis:
Foster; 1@ummer Solstice; Eddie Cochran; 1Blapool; 1®onna Summer;
20:Mungo Jerry.

The Last Laugh

A Sunday school teacher was giving
0ls there anything God candt do?0
hand. The teacher, on seeing this, was disappointed that they had missed
point of the lesson.

She sighed and asked, owWel I, what
replied, OHe candt please everybody
Submitted by Ken Pacey

www.middlewall.co.uk 27
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The Evergreen Prayer

Blessed are they that understand
My faltering step and shaking hand.

Blessed who know my ears today
Must strain to catch the things they say.

Blessed are they who seem to know
My eyes are dim and my mind is slow.

Blessed are they who looked away
When tea spilled on the cloth that day.

Blessed are they with a cheery smile
Who stopped to chat for a little while.

Blessed are they who never say
oYoubve told that

Blessed are they who make it known
That |l dm | oved,

Blessed are they who ease the day
Of my journey home in loving ways.

Submitted by Jean Rothery,

| found this poem while looking through a notebook of sermon notes \
fathemHaw, Bill KitcheBvery page was filled from top to bottom with his v
and also underlitéd. had wused his childrent
andbluein@®bvi ously he knew where he

Bill was a local lay preacher in the Methodist circuit in Cornwall fol
yearsHis wisdom and example have been an inspiration to many over m

Just a thoughte

APhilosophy say#ink your way outdindulgence say#ink your way out.
AScience saymventyour way outdindustry saysork your way out.
AMilitarismsaysfight your way outdThe world saygartyyour way out.
Christ saysam the Way Out!

Submitted by Ray Jones

26 www.middlewall.co.uk
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Street Pastor sao ~d I

| was both excited and nervous as the day approached
commissioning. Then, with just a few days to go,
changed the date! | had to wait another week ar
addition, the service was no longer going to be at Roc
Cathedral. | was a bit disappointed but eventual’
Saturday April 211 was commissioned as a Street P
along with three others from Whitstable, and a few !
various other areas.

The service took place at Kings Church, Gillingham, and it was a great day. V
were blessed to be commissioned by Les Isaac, OBE. Les founded the Stre
Pastors in 2003. It started with just eighteen volunteers and they went out i
Brixham. Since then the organisation has spread worldwide.

It was a very happy and moving service with a sermon by Faith Forster. | ws
thrilled to have Sian, Betty and Andrew at the service, together with two friend
from Sheppey and Val Hunt , one of
brought my fan club with me as they all cheered when my name was called!

It is a day | wonodét forget as it wa
out on a regular basis and getting to know all the Whitstable Street Pastors.
| am sure you are aware, teams go out on a rota basis on a Friday evening
Whitstabl e, from 7 o0od6clock wuntil m
who meet at St. Johnds Methodist Ch

Thank you for your prayers and support on that day.
Stephanie Gilder

The Windrush Exhibition s a tribute to the migrants

This month (June) marks 70 years since the Ep

Windrush arrived at Tilbury Docks carryv
hundreds of migrants from the Caribbean.

7 ’ﬁ :

7 ¢ % et
Key exhibits in the Windrush Exhibiti
include ER Braithw.WsllNNDHRl-)J§H al
of To Sir, With Lqvime autobiographical nov o
that became a film starring Sidney Poitier.

The British Library, in London, opens
special Windrush Exhibition this mor
(st June to ZLOctober).

_\_!llynu ‘\" \
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Spam! Spam! Spam! Spamie==mmme

Recently, the subject of Spam hit the headI§
Had canned meat caused a problem? No, it
of course, all about Personal Computers anc
modern global information exchange through
Internet and, primarily, -reail. European
Legislation was being introduced to out¥s
0Spamb. 4

So what is Spamand when is it really Spani.

Spam may be generally defined as 0
bulk ema i | messagesao. But when as ki
constitutes Spam, any definition becomes hard. After much consideration
some have concluded that it really is up to the recipient to say if something i
Spam or not.

Where did the title 6Spamd come fro
a Monty Python comedy sketch. A couple staying in a guest house attempt t
order a dish for dinner that doesn
however, as every dish listed by the waitress contains Spam. The exerci
becomes pointless as ho meaningful information is passed to the couple.

When did Spam first exist? The first Spam was settvtay 11978 by a sales
rep advertising computer equi pment .
military project at the time, and the venture was not well received!

Why send Spam? Most Spam messages, like many other messages, are tryir
sell products. But interestingly, some are of a purely ideological nature. Hou
do you know where the message ¢came
find the original sender will often prove fruitless.

A new problem?Spam seems to be a very mod
Testament times see problems with unsolicited, unwanted, and inappropriat
messages? Jesus warns of false prophets in His sermon on the mou
(Mat7v15), and suggested that they would continue to exist through to the enc
times (Mat 24v11l, Mk 13v22). In His discussions with the Rich Young Man
( Mat 19v18, Mk 10v19, and Lk 18v20
not give false testimony©o, and the
testimony as He stood before the Sanhedrin after His arrest (Mat 26v60
MK 14v57).

The theme of false information being circulated continues through thagNew
Testamend Ti mot hyds pastor al l etter roi

certain men not to teach f al s doct

4 www.middlewall.co.uk
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As | said, | wanted to see the community for myself, the children are happy an
healthy. They thanked me all the time for teaching them. They said good bye
every lesson and shook my hand. | was called auntie or sister.

To teach crochet was to teach myself as | have never followed a pattern. Stit
names vary from the US to the UK which is very confusing when watching &
YouTube tutorial!

| thank everyone for their prayers during this difr@m sure that this is why it
was so wonderful and, after the Holy Land, was the best time abroad | hav
had.

| did end the visit with a hotel room and outdoor swimmingdswimming
in the dark overlooking the Bay of Bengal was a bonus, as was being able to
scrubbed clean!

Cheree Moyes

Glimpses of a Community

1 120 voices following me |ine by |1
T sandals all in a strange row outside.

a baby climbing over my lap, a toddler under my legs and the other girls sat
close around me in crochet class.

a beautiful green dress for the birthday girl with loose and part braided hair.
a birthday candle | Iit that &bl o:
kids with no phones or shoes.

teaching above the geese honking.

the cock crowing in the interval.

sitting at my desk and facing the green mountains.

a sun that rose to my left and set to my &gt like here.

a blood red full moon.

passing the buffalo on my way to school.

lunch in the staff room.

lemon rice.

dayglow orange desert.

the sound of singing.

the sound of kids praying alou
bath in a large pink bucket.
power cuts, random Afii
smiles upon smiles upon smil

==

=4 =4 =4 =4 4 -4 8 -8 -4 a8 -8 -8 o8

Cheree Moyes

www.middlewall.co.uk 25
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India

As many of you will know, | to¢s
money with me from the quiz, cofl}g

morning and donations, and convep
this to thousands of rupees!

| spent: 2 on diesel for trips; 1 on
cream; 2 on meals out for Anand
Rosie; 5 on hardware, like buckets ® .
clocks; 7 on stationery, including & —= -

new white boards; 3 on cookies, candy and fish and shrimp; 1 od water
36x2litre bottles helped me clean my teeth, drink tea and water for a month.
Thanks everyone.

| left on a gloriously sunny even{egme back on a rainy nafig!'jo Delhi
(eight hoyrlen down to Visag on a domestic flight.

India is five and a half hours ahead of the UK so | had an early night there ani
woke feeling pretty ok.

We had pancakes for breakfast and then went shopping, ditto the next day
Inow had two o6uniformsdé for under /
morning and then the next day | was given my timetable. | taught English for
four sessions, then lunch and a lie down, lesson sorting and wool winding
before going back and teaching crochet8haurs.

Monday to Saturday

Every morning | would grab an orange and cup of tea and go to the school
assembly. They sang a Christian song, heard the Word, prayed and sang tt
national anthem in Teledui learnt the last part of that by the end of my stay!

This was my routine thank goodness, even on Saturday, because Rosie left |
after two days and didnodét return un

I n some way | stood in for her but
to completely cover for hdii.e. at birthdays and other special times. She was a
great one for PR and | learnt a lot from her. Most of these occasions called fo
a photo!

| did not have one single headache when | was there. Eating only an orange a
then a cheese or guddu (egg) sandwich/omelette and then curry in the evenin
meant my system was not too shocked!

| was very well and the weather was like our best summer day, every d @)
day was humid and that was it.

24 www.middlewall.co.uk

Summer 2018

ol f anyone teaches false doctrinesté
How about deciding what was good information and what was a distraction’

Wel | , Johnodos first l etter to the Ac
being told O0dbecause many false prog
4v1). Peterds second | etter says ¢

people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secret
introduce destructive heresies. o6 (2
gospel went out among the nations, other messages went with it: messages t
the recipients had to Ooweigh wupd;
nothing of meaning; messages that were distractinr
potentially costly.

So is Spam a new concept? Maybe not. As Pau * ‘
to Timothy oTurn away S

/
opposing ideas of what s falsely ce &7'// 1

ess

)

\\\)\ By

)

knowl edge. 6 1Tim 6v20). = 0,
) \ : \\M/
Barry Hoad, Tonbridge Baptist Church e

Whitstable

By Madeleine Croll

Hosts of oasts and cherry trees,
Fields and fields of strawberries,
Boats and barges docked at quays,
Sweet honey from the hives of bees.

Quaint and pleasant little town,
Green and verdant Duncan Down,
Farmers harvesting their crops,
Friendly service in the shops.

Sunsets at night beyond compare,
Sailing, swimming, all are there,
Restaurants that aim to please,
Kiosks serving snacks and teas.

Oysters, seafood, mecca for art,
Pubs and parks all play their part,
A day or more that can be spent,
At Whitstable in norteast Kent.

Submitted by Jean Moyes

www.middlewall.co.uk 5
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BIG NEWS!

A very pleased, proud and hapyige
received first prize for her poster
advertising the attractions at Whitstable
Castle for the May Day Celebrations ¢
the first Monday in May.

-
174

It was a lovely sunny day and Whitsiable
was packed with locals and visitors. Nium,
Dad, and sister Tilly, were there too as| part
of the big crowd of fuseekers joining
the celebrations.

[al}

=

There was a big cheer for Alice as she
collected her priz&@well done Alice!

The design submitted by Alice for the May Day celebrations
at Whitstable Castle which won hé&prize- congratulations!

6 www.middlewall.co.uk
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born, and my mother died 11 months later. | always felt like an orphan. But as
grew older and had a greater understanding of my own bem@ | i sed |
an orphan. | had a Father. And He was God.
Sohum
My beliefd my spirituality is something | have discovered myself since | was a
teenager. |l dve read widely and for

university, | had a really hard time adjusting. My spirituality helped me tc
understand that every situation is temporary, and that everything moves ar
passes.

ReverendBonnie

Doubt is important to personal dev
guestions and broadens your beliefs. Certainty closes doors. Doubt deepe
faith.

Ulrica

When | moved to London | wasnot ac
own. There was a barrier in the church among races. But people who are trt
spiritual dondét see colour.

Ayala

The most challenging times of my life have also been the times of greate
growth. When there is friction, it shows me that there is
something inside me that is rubbing up against the grit
and gristle of life, which is creating heat. Instead of
looking outwards, it becomes an opportunity to look
inwards. bring these abandoned parts from the
shadows back into the light, unfinbw myself as

this light. It is a journey of awakening. Spirituality

is inseparable from life. It is a way of experiencing

the truth of this moment with a clear mind and an

open heart. Life is this truth manifest.

© 2018 BBC

Just a thoughte
oAl | shall be wel | , al | shall be
through the universe that hol ds

Saint Julian of Norwich (134216)

Submitted by Andrew Frame
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