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Summer 2017 

Dear Folks, 

I recently had a further opportunity to walk on the Malvern Hills and to enjoy 
the wide and stunning vistas they offer of the surrounding countryside.  Looking 
up from Malvern there are also wonderful views of the ridge of green velvety 
hills stretching into the distance. 

Psalm 121 (verses 1 and 2) came to mind: 

ôI lift up my eyes to the hills.  From whence does my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.õ 

Here, as in other biblical references, mountains and hills are symbols of Godõs 
might and faithfulness and of the continuance and stability He provides in 
uncertain times. 

In the Bible particular mountains and hills have a striking significance ð places 
where key characters meet with God and where He reveals His glory.  From the 
Old Testament, we recall Mount Ararat where the Ark landed and where Noah 
received wonderful reassurances from God.  We think of Mount Sinai where 
Moses had awesome experiences of meeting with God and where he received 
the Ten Commandments.  Mount Nebo features as the summit from where 
Moses viewed the Promised Land.  Mount Carmel is memorable as the location 
where Elijah followed Godõs explicit instructions and triumphed over the 
prophets of Baal. 

In the New Testament a number of hills have prominence.  These include the 
north Galilean hill from where Jesus preached His famous Sermon on the 
Mount and the Mount of Transfiguration where Jesus, in the company of Moses 
and Elijah, was revealed in His majesty.  Jesus also frequently escaped to the hills 
to meet with His Father in prayer.  The Mount of Olives is especially significant 
as the place Jesus went to pray before His arrest there by the Jewish authorities.  

Hebrews chapter 12 (verses 18 & 22) speaks of the spiritual Mount Zion, 
comparing it to the earthly Mount Sinai: 

ôYou have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is 
burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm é But you have 
come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living 
God.õ  
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Psalm 125 (verse 1) declares that: 

ôThose who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion 
which cannot be shaken but endures for ever.õ  

Whilst the Bible also sees mountains as symbols of difficulties to be 
overcome, which indeed Jesus indicated could be moved by faith, the 
main stress is on mountain-top experiences of God.  In our worship and 
prayer such experiences reinforce our confidence in God as we survey 
His glorious purposes and place our trust in His unfailing love. 

Your friend and pastor, 
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Cover Picture ð The Street 
Extending out from Tankerton beach, ôThe 
Streetõ is a shingle strip about half a mile 
(750m) long thatõs exposed at low tide. 
Follow your Victorian ancestors as you walk 
out to the end, with the estuaryõs waters on 
either side. Standing right out at sea you can 
look back on the shingle beach and wooden 
groynes, reminiscent of an England that is so 
familiar in postcards of old. Low-key and 
entirely uncommercial, this is a pleasant stroll 
thatõs unique to the area.  However, visitors, 
ignoring the warning signs, are sometimes 
trapped by the advancing tide, needing to be 
rescued by the local RNLI lifeboat! 

Just a thought... 
òThe true measure of Godõs love is that 

He loves without measure.ó 

Bernard of Clairvaux 

Letting Go (Our Daily Bread ð see page 9) 
For our wedding anniversary, my husband borrowed a tandem bike so that we 
could enjoy a romantic adventure together.  As we began to pedal on our way 
I quickly realised that, as the rider on the back, my vision of the road ahead was 
eclipsed by my husbandõs broad shoulders.  Also, my handlebars were fixed ð 
they didnõt affect the steering of our bike.  Only the front handlebars 
determined our direction ð mine served merely as support for my upper body.  
I had the choice to either be frustrated by my lack of control or to embrace the 
journey and trust Mike would guide us safely on our route. 

When God asked Abram to leave his homeland and family, He didnõt offer 
much information concerning the destination.  No geographic coordinates.  No 
description of the new land or its natural resources.  Not even an indication of 
how long it would take to get there.  God simply gave the instruction to ògoó to 
the land He would show him.  Abramõs obedience to Godõs instruction, despite 
lacking the details most humans crave, is credited to him as faith (Heb. 11:8). 

God can be trusted to guide us. 

If we find ourselves grappling with uncertainty or a lack of control in our lives, 
letõs seek to adopt Abramõs example of following and trusting God.  The Lord 
will steer us well. 
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Right Reverend David Walker, said: òThis important and welcome survey proves that 
many British people, despite not being regular churchgoers, hold core Christian beliefs. 

Alongside them it finds surprisingly high levels of religious belief among those who 
follow no specific religion, often erroneously referred to as secularists or atheists. 

This demonstrates how important beliefs remain across our society and hence the 
importance both of religious literacy and of religion having a prominent place in public 
discourse.ó 

The survey found women were more likely to believe in life after death than men, 
around 56% of women surveyed compared with 36% of men. 

Of those who did believe in life after death, two thirds of those surveyed (65%) said 
they thought their souls would go to òanother lifeó such as heaven or hell while a third 
thought they would be reincarnated (32%). 

Professor Linda Woodhead of the Department of Politics, Philosophy and Religion at 
Lancaster University, said: òThis polling confirms that Britain is now split down the 
middle between those who call themselves Christian and those who say ôno religionõ, 
but this is not a simple division between religious and secular. 

A significant proportion of Christians donõt believe in life after death and a significant 
number of the non-religious do. 

Belief in a soul and an afterlife persists, including amongst young people, even though 
belief in the Resurrection of Christ and the authority of the Church and the Bible are in 
decline.ó 

How often people go to church 
Almost two in five Christians surveyed say that they never attend religious services 
(37%). 

Just one fifth say they attend every week (20%). 

However, younger Christians were more likely than older Christians to say they 
regularly attend religious services. 

Two in five 18-24 year old Christians (41%) surveyed and 25-34 year old 
Christians (42%) say they attend a service at least once a month, 
compared with about a quarter of 45-54 year olds (22%) and 55-64 year 
olds (26%). 

In the survey people were asked to choose whether they 
believed in the Resurrection of Jesus òword-for-wordó as 
described in the Bible, whether they believed it happened 
but that some of the Bible content should ònot be taken 
literallyó, whether they did not believe in the Resurrection 
or whether they did not know. 

*Source: Comres survey of 2,010 British adults for BBC local radio, 
February 2017 ð www.comresglobal.com. 

© BBC 
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Resurrection did not happen! 
A survey commissioned by the BBC suggests that a quarter of people who describe 
themselves as Christians in Great Britain do not believe in the Resurrection of Jesus.  
However, almost one in ten people of no religion say they do believe the Easter story, 
but it has òsome content that should not be taken literallyó. 

A fifth of non-religious people believe in life after death, the poll suggests. 

The Church of England said it showed many people held religious beliefs. 

ComRes* surveyed 2,010 British adults by telephone during February 2017.  The 
research was commissioned by BBC local radio for Palm Sunday.  The survey 
suggested: 

¥ 17% of all people believe the Bible version word-for-word 

¥ 31% of Christians believe word-for-word the Bible version, rising to 57% among 
òactiveó Christians (those who go to a religious service at least once a month) 

¥ Exactly half of all people surveyed did not believe in the Resurrection at all 

¥ 46% of people say they believe in some form of life after death and 46% do not 

¥ 20% of non-religious people say they believe in some form of life after death 

¥ 9% of non-religious people believe in the Resurrection, 1% of whom say they 
believe it literally 

Belief in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ 
Reverend Dr Lorraine Cavenagh is the acting general secretary for Modern Church, 
which promotes liberal Christian theology.  She said: òI think people answering the 
survey are being asked to believe in the way they might have been asked to believe 
when they were at Sunday school. 

òYouõre talking about adults here and an adult faith requires that it be constantly 
questioned, constantly re-interpreted which, incidentally, is very much what modern 
church is actually about. 

Science, but also intellectual and philosophical thought, has progressed.  It has a trickle-
down effect on just about everybodyõs lives so to ask an adult to believe in the 
Resurrection the way they did when they were at Sunday school simply wonõt do and 
thatõs true of much of the key elements of the Christian faith.ó 

Life after death 
Respondents were split evenly on the issue of life after death. While the majority of 
Christians say they do believe, just 46% of the general public do and 46% do not.  The 
remaining 8% say they do not know. 

Examples of life after death given in the survey included heaven, hell and reincarnation. 

Three in ten Christians surveyed (31%) said they did not believe in life after death.  
However a fifth of non-religious people surveyed said they did (21%). 

Commenting for the Church of England, the Bishop of Manchester, the 



The Messenger  

www.middlewall.co.uk  7 

The Messenger  

Beatitudes for the Aged 
Blessed are they who understand 
My faltering step and palsied hand. 

Blessed are they who know that my ears today 
Must strain to catch the things they say. 

Blessed are they who seem to know 
That my eyes are dim and my wits are slow. 

Blessed are they who looked away 
When coffee spilled at table today. 

Blessed are they with a cheery smile 
Who stop to chat for a little while. 

Blessed are they who never say,  
òYouõve told that story twice today.ó 

Blessed are they who know the ways 
To bring back memories of yesterdays. 

Blessed are they who make it known 
That Iõm loved, respected and not alone. 

Blessed are they who know Iõm at a loss 
To find the strength to carry the Cross. 

Blessed are they who ease the days 
On my journey Home in loving ways. 

Submitted by June Bennett 
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Leeds Castle 2017 
òIn a cottage in a wood, a little old man at 
the window stoodéó 

I was that little old man (not so much of the little!), 
the cottage was called ôWeir Cottageõ (as it was 
just a few yards from a very attractive weir), and the 
wood in which the cottage stood was part of the 
Leeds Castle estate (near Maidstone, not Yorkshire!). 

Beryl and I went there for a few days at the end 
of February for a quiet ôretreatõ, to relax and get 
over the cough we had both suffered from for 
so long (like so many others), in peace, away from phones and emails, and to do some 
writing. 

One of Berylõs daughters had recently given her a ôbook of memoriesõ for her to 
complete before they were lost (the memories that is!).  What better place to come and do 
just that. 

Most days we got up when we felt like it, worked for an hour after breakfast, and then 
strolled up through the beautiful park, with its masses of snowdrops and crocuses, to 
the restaurant by the Castle for coffee.  We strolled back, did some more writing and 
then stopped for lunch.  After a bit more writing and a cup of tea we walked back to the 
castle (spooky in the dark!) for our evening meal. 

One morning, Beryl treated me to a ôFalconry Experienceõ.  This was quite amazing: to 
have a Chaco owl (small), a turkey vulture (big!) and a Harris hawk (why not?) land on my 
outstretched arm (not all at the same time!) was wonderful.  Itõs true they came because I 
was holding their favourite food, not because of my attractive charisma, but it was still 
special! 

The cottage for two was charming and we were surrounded by wildlife ð we saw 
countless ducks (Mallards, Muscovy, Coots and Moorhens), swans (black, mute and whooper), 
geese (Barnacle, Brent, Canada and Greylag), blackbirds, chaffinches, crows, an egret, great 
tits, peacocks, pigeons, a redwing, robins, rooks, sparrows, thrushes, wagtails (pied and 
yellow), wrens and woodpeckers (green) ð even Bill Oddie would have been impressed!  
There were also rabbits and squirrels and, in the dark, we occasionally saw a pair of eyes 
reflected in our torches ð I didnõt think there were any wolves in the park but we didnõt 
dawdle!  Oh yes, and we saw a flock of Segway riders ð some of whom looked pretty 
wild! 

Just a few days and then it was back to ônormalityõ (whatever that is!), but it was lovely and 
we hope to do it again ð perhaps one summer when the days are longer and we can sit 
in the sunshine. 

That was our first adventure this year, we hope to have others.  If you have had an 
adventure, do please tell us about it! 

Tony Harris 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus,  

look full in His wonderful face,  

and the things of earth  

will grow strangely dim,  

in the light of  

His glory and grace.  
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Technology Rules, ok! 
The more observant of you may have noticed a recent addition to the 
ôTechnology Teamõ.  I am pleased to tell you that Stephanie has volunteered to 
be trained to operate the church ôMedia Deskõ. 

Jim has managed the ôsound systemõ for more years than I (or he) can remember 
and I have managed the ôvisualõ side of things since we installed the projector 
eleven years ago.  Andrew and Ken have also helped on a number of occasions 
on either side of the desk, enabling either Jim or me to have a Sunday off now 
and again, but they both have other duties so it is really good for me that Steph 
has now taken up the challenge. 

Thereõs a lot to learn so, if there is the occasional hiccup, 
I trust you will all be sympathetic and not shower Steph 
with hymn books! 

If anyone else feels this is where God wants them to 
be then please speak to Jim or myself ð we both 
need all the help we can get!  Thank you Steph. 

   Tony Harris 

The Church 
Is it a place for people to meet?  Is it a place for 
joyous singing?  A place of prayer?  A place of 
refuge or a sanctuary? 

I was teaching Sunday School in Southport 
when a young lad of about twelve pushed a very 
large pram, with his small brother inside, through 
a side door into the front of the church.  The lad 
looked round with an angry scowl, daring anyone to move the pram and he sat 
holding his brotherõs hand until he fell asleep.  Then, when the children went 
out, he pushed the pram out to join them. 

This went on for several weeks until, one evening, there was a knock on my 
door and there, outside, was the lady from the Social Services with the two boys.  
I was so surprised and said, òThey go to the church I go toó.  I ushered them in 
and asked an older girl to give them a drink while I talked to the lady. 

It seemed that the older lad, Daniel, looked after Martin because he wasnõt fed 
or changed until Daniel came home from school.  They were left alone while 
their parents went off to Blackpool.  The situation was so bad that the parents 
were sent to prison.  

We helped Daniel to be a lad again and he enjoyed going to the park to play 
football.   

Eventually they were adopted.  For those two lads that church was most 
definitely a sanctuary. 

Jean Moyes  

The Messenger  

Give us this day Our Daily Bread 
Did you know that copies of the daily Bible reading notes ð ôWord for Todayõ, 
produced by United Christian Broadcasters (UCB), are available for anyone to 
pick up from the church vestibule?  So, if you come to church, you can pick one 
up ð free! (Thank you Tricia) 

If you are not able to get to church, and you are not too technologically 
challenged(!), you can also download the ôWord for Todayõ app on your smart 
phone or tablet from the App Store (Apple) or the Play Store (Android). 

Alternatively, you could download a similar app, in the same way, and read ôOur 
Daily Breadõ. 

Both are excellent resources and both have the added bonus of linking directly 
to ôBiblegateway.comõ so you can read the selected passage (and more) from 
(almost) any version of the Bible you choose.  As an additional added bonus, 
you can have the passage and the notes read aloud to you ð which could be 

handy if your eyes are troubling you! 

Whichever resource you choose, and however 
you choose to access it, daily Bible reading is a 
very good start to your day. 

Tony Harris 
Our Daily Bread 
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Creation Anon 

When God created the earth and sky, the flowers and the trees 
he then made all the animals, the fish, the birds, the bees. 

And when at last heõd finished not one was quite the same 
he said òIõll walk this world of mine and give each one a name.ó 

And so he travelled far and wide and everywhere he went 
a little creature followed him until its strength was spent. 

When all were named upon the earth and in the sky and sea 
the little creature said, òDear Lord, thereõs no name left for me!ó 

Kindly the Father said to him òIõve left you to the end 
Iõve turned my own name back to front 
and called you ôDogõ, my friend.ó 
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love isé 
A Brazilian teacher came up with a unique way to help a schoolgirl who 
was being bullied because of her hair. 

Ms Ana Barbara Ferreira, from Sao Paulo, Brazil, said her student was òsadó 
after being ridiculed by a boy who had said her hair was òuglyó. 

She wrote in a Facebook post that went viral, òAt that moment, the only thing I 
could tell her was that she was wonderful and shouldnõt care about what he was 
saying.ó 

A bigger show of support came the 
following day, when she went to work 
wearing the same hairstyle as her pupil, 
much to the girlõs surprise. 

òWhen she saw me, she came running to 
hug me and say that I was beautiful,ó 
Ms Ferreira said. 

òI told her: Today Iõm beautiful like you!ó 

© BBC News 

legitimate needs, and when they are not met you suffer and so do the people 
around you.  Thereõs nothing wrong with needing help and asking for it; in fact, 
itõs wrong to need help and be too proud to ask. 

Because the children of Israel looked to Moses for everything, he tried to be ôall 
things to all peopleõ.  And thatõs when he reached a breaking point.  So his 
father-in-law suggested he delegate some of his authority and let others make 
the less important decisions while he made the more important ones. 

It worked! Moses did what Jethro suggested and it enabled him to succeed in his 
assignment.  Plus, those under his leadership got to enjoy a sense of 
accomplishment too.  It was a win/win and the job got done right! 

Question: Are you complaining that people are placing too many demands on 
you and youõve too much to do?  Are you reluctant to let others help because 
you donõt think anyone can do the job as well as you? 

Look out!  The Scriptures caution about developing ôan exaggerated opinion of 
your own importanceõ (Romans 12:3).  Reach for help.  Youõll last longer and 
enjoy life more if you do! 

Tony Harris & the UCB Daily Bible Readings Booklet 

Help, I need somebody! 
A little while ago Beryl and I spent a few 
days in Liverpool, exploring and enjoying 
the sights. 

We did a lot of the usual tourist things, 
including taking the almost obligatory ferry 
across the Mersey ð accompanied by the 
sounds of Gerry and the Pacemakers! 

Wherever we went, we heard the music of 
the õ60s; none more so than that of the 
Beatles.  In fact, the Beatlesõ Museum was 
right next door to our hotel ð so we could hardly miss it!  Every time we 
stepped out of the hotel we would hear one or other of their iconic songs, such 
as ôHelpõ - 

Help, I need somebody, 
Help, not just anybody, 
Help, you know I need someone, help! 

When I was younger, so much younger than today, 
I never needed anybodyõs help in any way. 
But now these days are gone, Iõm not so self-assured, 
Now I find Iõve changed my mind, Iõve opened up the doors. 

Help me if you can, Iõm feeling down 
And I do appreciate you being õround. 
Help me get my feet back on the ground, 
Wonõt you please, please help me? 

é and so it goes on.  Imagine my surprise when, a day or two after returning 
home, I found the following message in our daily Bible readingé  

--------------------- 

Reach For Help 
ôThe work is too heavy for you; you cannot handle it alone.õ  Exodus 18:18 

God has placed people within your reach who are willing to help you.  If you 
donõt accept their help, you will be frustrated and they will be unfulfilled because 
theyõre not using their gifts. 

God hasnõt called you to do everything, for everybody, in every situation.  You 
canõt be all things to all people all the time!  You yourself have 


