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The Messenger

MiI ni st er 0O S

Summer 2017

Dear Folks,

| recently had a further opportunity to walk on the Malvern Hills and to enjoy
the wide and stunning vistas they offer of the surrounding countryside. Lookini
up from Malvern there are also wonderful views of the ridge of green velvet
hills stretching into the distance.

Psalm 121 (verses 1 and 2) came to mind:

6l I'ift up my eyes to the hi
My help comes from the Lord,

Her e, as in other biblical referen
might and faithfulness and of the continuance and stability He provides ir
uncertain times.

In the Bible particular mountains and hills have a striking signifigaaces
where key characters meet with God and where He reveals His glory. From tt
Old Testament, we recall Mount Ararat where the Ark landed and where Noal
received wonderful reassurances from God. We think of Mount Sinai whert
Moses had awesome experiences of meeting with God and where he receiv
the Ten Commandments. Mount Nebo features as the summit from where
Moses viewed the Promised Land. Mount Carmel is memorable as the locatic
where EIlijah followed Godos explioc
prophets of Baal.

In the New Testament a number of hills have prominence. These include th
north Galilean hill from where Jesus preached His famous Sermon on th
Mount and the Mount of Transfiguration where Jesus, in the company of Mose
and Elijah, was revealed in His majesty. Jesus also frequently escaped to the
to meet with His Father in prayer. The Mount of Olives is especially significan
as the place Jesus went to pray before His arrest there by the Jewish authoritie

Hebrews chapter 12 (verses 18 & 22) speaks of the spiritual Mount Zion
comparing it to the earthly Mount Sinai:

60You have not come to a mount
burning with fire; to dar knes
come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city gfgthe Ii\
God. 0
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Letting GO (Our Daily Bread see page 9

Psalm 125 (verse 1) declares that:
( ) For our wedding anniversary, my husband borrowed a tandem bike so that w

0Those who trust in the L o rcoddemoya@omahntt abveturehbgetien Bs webégdh 1 pedal on our we

whi ch cannot be shaken b u tlauigiregligedthatgs the rigeyon the Rack, my, vigon of the road ahead w

. _ . o eclipsed by my husbandds broaddsho

Whilst the Bible also sees mountains as symbols of difficulties to be they didnot af fect the steering o
overcome, which indeed Jesus indicated could be moved by faith, the determined our directiahmine served merely as support for my upper body.

main stress is on mountaap experiences of God. In our worship and | had the choice to either be frustrated by my lack of control or to embrace the

prayer such experiences reinforce our confidence in God as we survey journey and trust Mike would guide us safely on our route.

His glorious purposes and place our trust in His unfailing love. When God asked Abram to |l eave his

Your friend and pastor, much information concerning the destination. No geographic coordinates. Nc

description of the new land or its natural resources. Not even an indication ©

how |l ong it would take to get there

the |l and He would show hi m. Abr amd

lacking the details most humans crave, is credited to him as faith (Heb. 11:8).
God can be trusted to guide us.

If we find ourselves grappling with uncertainty or a lack of control in our lives,
|l etds seek to adopt Abramds exampl ¢
will steer us well.

Extending out fro
Streetdé is a shin
(750m) l ong t hat o
Follow your Victorian ancestors as you
out to the end, Wi
either side. Standing right out at sea yo
look back on thehingle beach and wooq
groynes, reminiscent of an England that
familiar in postcards of old.ow-key ang
entirely uncommercial, this is a pleasant

that s uni gHowevet, visitor{s s Just a [hough[m
ignoring the warning signs, are somefiae N ~
trapped by the advancing tide, needing [ oT hHee tl rouvee smewe} St uh roeu . 0 fmeios duor Se

rescued by the lod&NLI lifeboat! _
Bernard of Clairvaux
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Resurrection did not happen!

A survey commissioned by the BBC suggests that a quarter of people who describe
themselves as Christians in Great Britain do not believe in the Resurrection of Jesus.
However, almost one in ten people of no religion say they do believe the Easter story,
but it has O0some content that should not

A fifth of nonreligious people believe in life after death, the poll suggests.
The Church of England said it showed many people held religious beliefs.

ComRes* surveyed 2,010 British adults by telephone during February 2017. The
research was commissioned by BBC local radio for Palm Sunday. The survey
suggested:

¥ 17% of all people believe the Bible version-fewreiord

¥ 31% of Christians believe wdod-word the Bible version, rising to 57% among
dactived Christians (those who go to a r

Exactly half of all people surveyed did not believe in the Resurrection at all
46% of people say they believe in some form of life after death and 46% do not
20% of nonreligious people say they believe in some form of life after death

9% of nonreligious people believe in the Resurrection, 1% of whom say they
believe it literally

K K K K

Belief in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ

Reverend Dr Lorraine Cavenagh is the acting general secretary for Modern Church,
which promotes | iberal Christian theology
survey are being asked to believe in the way they might have been asked to believe
when they were at Sunday school.

OYoudre talking about adults here and
guestioned, constantly-irkerpreted which, incidentally, is very much what modern
church is actually about.

Science, but also intellectual and philosophical thought, has progressed.

an

It has a trickle

down &effect on just about everybodyds |
Resurrection the way they did when they
thatdés true of much of the key el ements of
Life after death

Respondents were split evenly on the issue of life after death. While the majority of
Christians say they do believe, just 46% of the general public do and 46% do not. The

remaining 8% say they do not know.
Examples of life after death given in the survey included heaven, hell and reincarnation.

Three in ten Christians surveyed (31%) said they did not believe in life afteg death.
However a fifth of nomeligious people surveyed said they did (21%).

Commenting for the Church of England, the Bishop of Manchest

4 www.middlewall.co.uk
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p Ehis demp

Ri ght Reverend David Wal ker, sai d: 0Tl
many British people, despite not being regular churchgoers, hold core Christian belief

Alongside them it finds surprisingly high levels of religious belief among those whc
follow no specific religion, often erroneously referred to as secularists or atheists.

WO\fV gnpoa{tzfm} tgz fs remain across our society and hence tt
reI|g|ous literacy of religion having a prominent place in public

mportance%tﬁne?

di scour se.

The survey found women were more likely to believe in life after death than men
around 56% of women surveyed compared with 36% of men.

Of those who did believe in life after death, two thirds of those surveyed (65%) sai
they thought their souls would go to o
thought they would be reincarnated (32%).

Professor Linda Woodhead of the Department of Politics, Philosophy and Religion a
bRnhgRrRBUETr s¥nNVvives sat VI, edati dg n c0el ha smopnot ! hl
mi ddl e between those who cal/l t hemsel
but this is not a simple division between religious and secular.

A significant proportion
number of the nomeligious do.

of Christians

Belief in a soul and an afterlife persists, including amongst young people, even thou
belief in the Resurrection of Christ and the authority of the Church and the Bible are i
decline. o

How often people go to church_ _ .
AlmostSvben fiseaChriktians &Urveybdhshyniffat tiey Bedel &tend RRIRIBLE Bervide
(37%).
Just one fifth say they attend every Week (20%) o

e

HowdeverI younBer bhrlsr}lans Wweremore Ilﬁely E lider Chrlstlans to %ay e
regularly attend religious services.

Two in five 184 year old Christians (41%) surveyed afd 96ar old

Chngtlan 842(V say ghesy attend _a sgr Ieaﬁt nce,a n
C}mgare \fwth o% adqga);ter ear o ds( IA)) rr?BdT yea‘v A
ldt‘?%)Chrlstlan falth.é

In the survey people were asked to choose whether the:

believed in the Refe-wor d 5
described in the Bible, whether they believed it hap

but that some of the Bi . h
literallydé, whether they di:z¢ e

or whether they did not know.

*Source: Comres survey of 2,010 British adults for BBC loca
February 2013 www.comresglobal.com.

© BBC
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Beatitudes for the Aged

Blessed are they who understand
My faltering step and palsied hand.

Blessed are they who know that my ears today
Must strain to catch the things they say.

Blessed are they who seem to know
That my eyes are dim and my wits are slow.

Blessed are they who looked away
When coffee spilled at table today.

Blessed are they with a cheery smile
Who stop to chat for a little while.

Blessed are they who never say,
0Youdbve told that story twice to

Blessed are they who know the ways
To bring back memories of yesterdays.

Blessed are they who make it known
That Il dm | oved, respected and no

Bl essed are they who know I dm at
To find the strength to carry the Cross.

Blessed are they who ease the days
On my journey Home in loving ways.

Submitted by June Bennett

Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
look full in His wonderful face,
and the things of earth
will graw strangely dim,

 light of
. Hi s and grace.

Submitted by Ray Jones

6 www.middlewall.co.uk
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Leeds Castle 2017

ln a cottage in a Al : ‘ \':
the window stoodéo

| was that little old mafmot so much of the,
the cottage was (agziavd
just a few yards from a very attractinel
wood in which the cottage stood was part

Leeds Castle estétear Maidstone, not Yorkj=s

Beryl and | went there for a few days at thqg
of February for a 0}

over the cough we had both suffered front10
so long(like so many otherg)eace, away from phones and emails, and to do some

writing.

One of Beryl ds daughters had recently

complete hefore they were Iftiie memories thati#iat better place to come and do

] sfirht:

Most days we got up when we felt like it, worked for an hour after breakfast, and ther
strolled up through the beautiful park, with its masses of snowdrops and crocuses, t
the restaurant by the Castle for coffee. We strolled back, did some more writing an
Ehen op 5( étlunch. After a bit more writing and a cup of tea we walked back to the
castlgspooky inthe dddk!pur evening meal.

ofe !nfPoSS$ing, Beryl treated me to a o6Fa
have a Chaco ogmall)a turkey vulturébigiand a Harris hawivhy not@nd on my
outstretched arrtnot all at the same tw®e!’3 wonder f ul . I'tds t
was holding their favourite food, not because of my attractive charisma, but it was sti
special!

The cottage for two was charming and we were surrounded by @ildéfesaw
countless duck@vallards, Muscovy, Coots and Mewhegbjack, mute and whooper)
geesd¢Barnacle, Brent, Canada and,®tagldg)ds, chaffinches, crows, an egret, great
tits, peacocks, pigeons, a redwing, robins, rooks, sparrows, thrushes(piealtaild
yellowwrens and woodpeckdmgeerd even Bill Oddie would have been impressed!
There were also rabbits and squirrels and, in the dark, we occasionally saw a pair of e
reflected in our torchésl didndét think there were an
dawdle! Oh yes, and we saw a flock of Segwayorstere of whom looked pretty

wild!

Just a few days and (whateverthatlsl ivweas lovelaank t
we hope to do it agafhperhaps one summer when the days are longer and we can sit
in the sunshine.

That was our first adventure this year, we hope to have others. If you have had a
adventure, do please tell us about it!

Tony Harris

www.middlewall.co.uk 7
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f
The Church \\ /

Is it a place for people to meet? Is it a plac
joyous singing? p@lace of prayer? A place
refuge or a sanctuary? ” \Y
| was teaching Sunday School in Southport / '
when a young lad of about twelve pushed a ver,
large pram, with his small brother inside, throur’
a side door into the front of the church. The'
looked round with an angry scowl, daring anyone to move the pram and he sat
holding his brotherés hand until he
out, he pushed the pram out to join them.

This went on for several weeks until, one evening, there was a knock on my
door and there, outside, was the lady from the Social Services with the two boys.

I was so surprised and said, 0They
and asked an older girl to give them a drink while | talked to the lady.

It seemed that the older | ad,
or changed until Daniel came home from school. They were left alone while
their parents went off to Blackpool. The situation was so bad that the parents
were sent to prison.

We helped Daniel to be a lad again and he enjoyed going to the park to play

football.

Eventually they were adopted.
definitely a sanctuary.

For those two lads that church was most

Jean Moyes

Creationanon

When God created the earth and sky, the flowers and the trees
he then made all the animals, the fish, the birds, the bees.

And when at | ast hedd finished not

he said ol ol | wal k this world of mi

And so he travelled far and wide and everywhere he went
a little creature followed him until its strength was spent.

When all were named upon the earth and in the sky and sea | & &)

the Iittle creature said, 0 ear Lord,
Kindly the Father said to h\l ol dve
|l ve turned my own name bac to front
and called you 6Dogd6, my ,fr end o]
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f e Ihas noyvdakea epghe challgnges n |

Dani el

Technology Rules, ok!

The more observant of you may have noticed a recent addition to the
6Technol ogy Teamo. I am pleased 1t
be trained to operate the church 6N
Jim has managed the 6dsound systembd
and | have managed the O6visuald si
eleven years ago. Andrew and Ken have also helped on a number of occasi
on either side of the desk, enabling either Jim or me to have a Sunday off nc
and again, but they both have other duties so it is really good for me that Stej
when tF
Thereds a | ot to | earn

I trust you will all be sympathetic and not shower .
with hymn books!

tf anyonehetse feels this is where Gagl avants theé~ G — |
be then please speak to Jim or mysele both &=
need @lkthe felpyve Garnget! pank you $feph,

Tony Harris

Give us this day Our Daily Bread

Did you know that copies of the daily Bible reading ddie&/o r d f or T
produced by United Christian Broadcasters (UCB), are available for anyone
pick up from the church vestibule? So, if you come to church, you can pick on
up 0 free!(Thank you Tricia)

If you are not able to get to church, and you are not too technologically

chall enged(!), you can also downl oz
phone or tablet from the App Store (Apple) or the Play Store (Android).
Alternatively you could downl oad a

D
gq?hia%e%%q)l?t r%sguecqels arg)d rp%th hgve ;;pg afded ponus of linking direct

egateway.com0 SO you can r
(almost) any version of the Bible you choose. As an additional added bonu
you can have the passage and the notes read alouddtwhjich could be
handy if your eyes are troubling you!
hidHeverrésbufce yo€ Ehbosel &nd home ! 0

W youchopsh o aceqssit, daily Bible readir

£WORD )

FOR TODAY OQur Daily B
www.middlewall.co.uk 9

very good start to your day.
Tony Harris
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| legitimate needs, and when they are not met you suffer and so do the peog
Help,lneedsomebody. around you. Therebds nothing wrong
A little while ago Beryl and | spent a [few itds wrong to need help and be too
days in Liverpool, exploring and enjoying Because the children of Israel | ook
the sights. things to all peoplebd. And thatéds
We did a lot of the usual tourist thifgs, fatherin-law suggested he delegate some of his authority and let others mal
including taking the almost obligatory ferry the less important decisions while he made the more important ones.

across the Mersey accompanied byl the It worked! Moses did what Jethro suggested and it enabled him to succeed in |
sounds of Gerry and the Pacemakers! assignment.  Plus, those under his leadership got to enjoy a sense

Wherever we went, we heard the music of accomplishment too. It was a win/win and the job got done right!

the 660s; none mojre so than tHa Jéﬁlon Are you complaining that people are placing too many demands o
Beatl es. In fact, the Beatl esbo Museu youdve too much to do? Ar

right next door to our hotél so we could hardly miss it! Every time we you donot think anyone can do the |
stepped out of the hotel we would hear one or other of their iconic songs, such

as o6-Hel pbd Look out! ~The Scriptures caution ¢
your own i mpolrZz:a)c.ed R&Kkaommanfsor hel j
Help, | need somebody, enjoy life more if you do!

Help, not just anybody,
Help, you know | need someone, help!

When | was younger, so much younger than today,

Tony Harris & the UCB Daily Bible Readings Booklet

I never needed anybodyds help|| A \2 Y V\Ia ’
But now t hese dassyred, are gone, ' dm not so self
Now | find Id8dve changed my mi AB8razlian @agher camp «p iwith @ unigye way to belp @ scloelgyl who
Help me if you can, | &m feeliﬁvangel gobulllﬁ‘dbecauseofherhalr. |
And | do appreciate you belngMéréfﬂthdBafbara Ferreira, from Sao
Help me get my feet back on the ground, after being ridiculed by a boy who
Wondt you pl ease, pl ease hel pSme?wrote in a Facebook post that w
¢ and so it goes on. | magi ne my surprclosueId Heed | dedaywas, thad Sfh€emaseiw@r
home, | found the following message inS&¥di"Ndai®ly Bible readingé
- A b|gger show of support came th
following day, when she went to
Reach For Help wearing the same hairstyle as her
6The work is too heavy for you; you cargn#gth ﬁgnélhg igtlralllo
God has placed people within your reach who are willing to help you. If you 0 When es h en sa Wa me .,
dondét accept their help, you wil!/l be fPl&‘F%rtrelrrgésala‘E% %Lnd'S tyhe
theydre not wusing their gifts.
God hasnét called you to do everythingllsbPldyvBeybodypda
canot be all things to all peopl e all t he © BBG8&eéws You
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