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hath not promised
Skies ever blue,
Flower strewn pathways
Always to you.
God hath not promised
Sun without rain
Joy without sorrow,
Peace without pain.
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But He Hath promised
Strength from above
Unfailing sympathy
Undying love.
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Minister’s Letter
Spring 2017

Dear Folks,
Recently we have been looking at the life of Moses: a hugely significant
personality in the Old Testament and a frequently mentioned figure in the New
Testament. As we approach Easter it is also appropriate to stress the link
between Moses and Jesus – a striking link as pointed up by several New
Testament writers.
Citing Deuteronomy 18v15, Luke tells us that Moses was looking forward to
another Prophet: ‘For Moses said, “The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet
like me from among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you”’ (Acts 3v22).
Moses is intimately associated in Jewish thought with the coming of the
Messiah.
John writes that Philip informed Nathanael that “We have found the One that Moses
wrote about in the Law” (John 1v45). Later we read of Paul endeavouring to
convince his hearers about Jesus ‘from the Law of Moses’ (Acts 28v23). Moreover,
the writer of Hebrews declares that ‘By faith Moses … regarded disgrace for the sake of
Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt’ (Hebrews 11v26).
Jesus Himself stressed that Moses pointed forward to Him: “If you believed Moses
you would believe Me for he wrote about Me”. (John 5v46). Plus Jesus emphasised to
his disciples that: “Everything must be fulfilled that is written about Me in the Law of
Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms” (Luke 24v44).
The appearance of Moses at Jesus’ Transfiguration was a crucial incident, for
again it underlined the link between Moses and Jesus as well as the link between
Moses and Easter: ‘There were two men conversing with Him, who appeared in a vision of
glory and said He must go through with His death and departure at Jerusalem’ (Moffatt’s
translation of Luke 9vs30 and 31).
The connection between Moses and the events of Easter is further developed in
the Emmaus Road narrative: ‘Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, [the
resurrected Jesus] explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning
Himself’ (Luke 24v27).
Perhaps the most significant verse linking Moses to Easter is found in John’s
gospel where Jesus is quoted as saying to Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted up the
snake in the desert so the Son of Man must be lifted up that everyone who believes in Him
may have eternal life” (John 3v14).
www.middlewall.co.uk
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John is going back to a story told in Numbers 21 vs4-9. The Israelites had
rebelled against God and to punish them He had sent a plague of deadly snakes.
The people repented.

ASPIRE CHANNEL CHALLENGE

God then instructed Moses to make an image of a snake and to hold it up in the
midst of the camp; and everyone who looked at it was healed and saved. The
Greek verb ‘to lift up’ is used of Jesus in two senses: it is used of His being lifted
up upon the cross (John 12 vs32 and 33) and it is used of His being lifted up in
glory through His resurrection and ascension (Acts 5v31 and Philippians 2v9).
So as we look forward to our Easter celebrations we remember Moses’ pointing
forward to Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension. I trust that Moses’ life and
insight will continue to inspire us and will encourage us, by our lives and words,
to likewise point to our Risen Saviour and Lord.

Done and

Dusted!

A big ‘thank you’ from Donald Lugg:

Your friend and pastor,

Final amount collected in sponsorship and sent to
Aspire to help provide equipment for people with
severe spinal injuries, £2600. The majority of those
of you who sponsored me ‘Gift Aided’ your money
which means that the total amount raised may well
reach over £3000 – a magnificent sum!
My grateful thanks to all who encouraged and
supported me to take on and complete the Channel
Challenge 2016. It’s you who have made the effort
so worthwhile.

Cover Design
The poem featured on the cover of this issue
of The Messenger is by Annie Johnson
Flint. Annie was born on Christmas Eve, in
the year 1866, in the little town of Vineland,
New Jersey, USA.

Donald Lugg

Her father, Eldon, was of English descent,
and her mother, Jean, was Scottish and they
welcomed that Christmas present as the
greatest earthly gift.
Registered Charity Number 1075317. Scottish Registered Charity Number
SC037483
Registered Company Number 3744357

Our thanks to Joan Faulkner who found the
poem on a card given to her by her mother,
many years ago.
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CAP Report

Give as you Live

(Christians Against Poverty)
We’re so thrilled that in 2016, our 20th year, CAP helped 18,914 people with
problem debt, and 2,598 went completely debt free!
That’s 18,914 people now able to sleep properly, seeing their health improve
and enjoying life to the full again. What’s more, in our Freedom Report we
found that 93% of our clients have stayed debt free since working with us –
clients just like Dan:

I received an email, recently, announcing that we –
those of us who shop online AND support
Whitstable Baptist Church through the ‘Give as you
Live’ scheme – have now raised more than £250 in free
(no cost to us) donations. That really is money for nothing!
If you are not one of our shopping supporters, I would encourage you to join us
and sign up to Give as you Live. It costs nothing to join, you won’t get
inundated with spam emails and you would be doing Whitstable Baptist Church
a big favour. Every time you shop on-line, the shop gives some of their money
to us.
True, it’s not every shop, but the list of those who do runs into thousands and
includes Amazon, Argos, Asda, B&Q, Boots, British Airways, Bunches,
Carphone Warehouse, Cotton Traders, Currys, Debenhams, Domino’s,
Dorothy Perkins, ebay, ELC, Expedia, Groupon, Holland & Barrett, House of
Fraser, Interflora, iTunes, John Lewis, Lakeland, M&S, Moonpig, New Look,
Next, PC World, Pets at Home, Photobox, Sainsburys, Screwfix, Sports Direct,
Staples, Superdrug, Tesco, The Body Shop, Ticketmaster, Viking, Waitrose,
Waterstones, and many, many more!
A big Thank You to our current 25 supporters but I am sure many more of
you shop online and could join us – it’s not like gift aid so you don’t have to be
a tax payer!
You can find the link to ‘Give as you Live’ on our website ‘Links’ page and, if
you need help setting it up, please give me a call.
Tony Harris

“I felt rotten inside,” said Dan, “when an apple goes rotten it goes off – and
that’s what debt did to me. I just wanted to die. One morning, I was rock
bottom. I was considering committing suicide. I turned on the TV and there
was Martin Lewis talking about CAP – and I thought, ‘That sounds promising!’
I remember getting a letter through the post and being so frightened in case it
was another bill, but then I saw the CAP logo – bright apple green – and I just
felt like that was a turning point for me. I was so excited to get a bit of support.
I’d never had that before.”
Like each of our debt clients, Dan was visited by a CAP Debt Coach to offer a
unique level of emotional support alongside the practical help out of financial
trouble. “She was very calm – like peace,” said Dan about his coach, Sally. “The
best part was, she didn’t judge me – I didn’t feel stupid.”
Sally and I went through a prayer and it was at that moment that I gave my life
to Jesus! I just closed my eyes and said, “God, if you exist, please give me the
strength and courage to see a sign” and my whole body tingled! I felt so free –
like a bird that’s been locked in a cage for so long and has finally been allowed
to spread its wings. I believe God flowed through the CAP team – without
them I don’t think I’d be alive.
Not only has Dan’s life been transformed on a personal level, but he now has a
better understanding of his finances and is staying firmly in the black!
“Now I’m completely debt free. I’ve worked out a plan,
I’m able to budget, I’m not scared to open my door to
the postman on a morning and I can smile again! I just
thank God that I’m here today.”
t: 01274 760720 e: info@capuk.org w: www.capuk.org
Local Contact: Joyce Mitchell 01227 261154
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Should I Take Notes During The Sermon?
The short answer is “Yes.” It appears to be not without some questioning. One
reason for not doing so was recently given – “A church service is for worship.”
That is quite true but in that case why do we not merely sing some hymns and
pray a prayer praising God and His character and go home? Why do we have a
sermon? Is it not to study the Scriptures as encouraged in 2 Timothy ch 2 and 3?

If you’re black or if you’re white
or if you’re in between
God loves you

Both of these scriptures indicate that its study is likely to be beneficial to a
student and would very much meet with God's approval and that of the Early
Church Fathers as being ‘worshipful’ if note-taking helps in the process. What is
being studied is considered really worth it, as in ‘worthship’.

If you’re tall or if you’re short
or if you’re fat or lean
God loves you

“It is distracting” might be advanced as another reason not to take notes.
However, those who teach teachers can actually demonstrate that note-taking
during a sermon or lecture actually enhances the learning and recall of its
content. Note-taking with visual aids is even more effective.

He loves you if you’re happy
He loves you if you’re sad
He loves you if you’re feeling good
And even if you’re bad.

In fact, if a distraction arises during a sermon, a quick note of it may help the
student put it immediately aside. The note can eliminate bad distractions, it may
even provide later benefit via good distractions. Something a preacher says may
raise a question or momentary inspiration that, when followed up later, leads to
greater understanding of the subject or new aspects to explore in Scripture.

No matter what you look like
No matter what you do
God loves you (you better believe it!)

God loves you.

It may help others. If a couple have young children it may be necessary at times
for one parent to stay home with them, say, in the event of illness. The spouse
in church who makes notes has a reminder of what was taught that morning
ready to share at home.
Note-taking may have long term benefits. I
have never yet known a Christian preacher
or speaker who copyrighted their addresses.
Notes taken when young may bear great
fruit when used to teach others, perhaps
many years later. Gems shared with one
generation will still sparkle when shared with
the next.
Malcolm Hardie

(Submitted by Joan Faulkner)

Quote
I can see how it might be possible for a man to
look down upon the earth and be an atheist, but
I cannot conceive how a man could look up into the
heavens and say there is no God.

Just a thought...

Abraham Lincoln

Accept the fact that you are accepted.
6
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Ash Wednesday
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday. But why ‘Ash’
Wednesday? The reason has to do with getting things right
between you and God, and the tradition goes right back to
the Old Testament.
In the Old Testament, the Israelites often sinned. When they finally
came to their senses, and saw their evil ways as God saw them, they
could do nothing but repent in sorrow. They mourned for the damage
and evil they had done. As part of this repentance, they covered their
heads with ashes. For the Israelites, putting ashes on your head, and
even rending your clothes, was an outward sign of their heartfelt repentance and
acknowledgement of sin.
In the very early Christian Church, the yearly ‘class’ of penitents had ashes
sprinkled over them at the beginning of Lent. They were turning to God for the
first time, and mourning their sins. But soon many other Christians wanted to
take part in the custom, and to do so at the very start of Lent. They heeded
Joel’s call to ‘rend your hearts and not your garments’ (Joel 2:12-19). Ash
Wednesday became known as the ‘beginning of the fast’ or ‘the day of the
ashes’.
The Collect for today goes back to the Prayer Book, and stresses the penitential
character of the day. It encourages us with the reminder of the readiness of God
to forgive us and to renew us.
The Bible readings for today often quote Paul’s moving catalogue of suffering,
“as having nothing and yet possessing everything” (2 Corinthians 5:20b - 6:10).
The actual custom of ‘ashing’ was abolished at the Reformation, though the old
name for the day remained. Today, throughout the Church of England,
receiving the mark of ashes on one’s forehead is optional. Certainly the mark of
ashes on the forehead reminds people of their mortality: “Remember that you
are dust and to dust you will return…” (Genesis 3:19).
The late medieval custom was to burn the branches used on Palm Sunday in the
previous year in order to create the ashes for today.
The Collect for Ash Wednesday is: Almighty and everlasting God, you hate
nothing that you have made and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent:
Create and make in us new and contrite hearts that we, worthily lamenting our
sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may receive from you, the God of all
mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever.
8
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Ash Wednesday is a good time to admit you are sorry. Have you done
something which haunts you? Which makes you feel restless and defensive
every time you think of it? Why not deal with it now and put it behind you?
Whatever your mistake has been, consider what the Bible has to say to you:
Jesus said, “I have not come to call the virtuous, but sinners to
repentance” (Luke 5.32). “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous
man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy
upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55.7).
“Yet even now,” says the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting,
with weeping, and with mourning;” rend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing (Joel 2:12-13).
God is inviting you to come to him this Ash Wednesday. What a wonderful
offer! Make the most of it, and remember how the prodigal son was welcomed
back by his compassionate father.
© Parish Pump

Mothering Sunday – 4th Sunday in Lent
There is an old Jewish saying: God could not be everywhere, and therefore He
made mothers.
Mother Church, Mother Earth, our human mothers – all of them have been part
of the celebration of ‘Mothering Sunday’, as the fourth Sunday in Lent is
affectionately known and celebrated in the UK since at least the 16th century.
In Roman times, great festivals were held every Spring to honour Cybele,
Mother of all the Gods. Other pagan festivals in honour of Mother Earth were
also celebrated. With the arrival of Christianity, the festival became one
honouring the Mother Church.
During the Middle Ages, young people apprenticed to craftsmen or working as
‘live-in’ servants were allowed only one holiday a year on which to visit their
families – which is how ‘Mothering Sunday’ got its name. This special day
became a day of family rejoicing, and the Lenten fast was broken. In some
places the day was called Simnel Day, because of the sweet simnel cakes
traditionally eaten on that day.
In recent years the holiday has changed and in
many ways now resembles the American Mothers’
Day, with families going out to Sunday lunch and
generally making a fuss of their mother on the day.
www.middlewall.co.uk
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Thank You

Real Easter Egg 2017 Launched

A big thank you to all who helped and supported the Christmas Day lunch
which was attended by seven people.

The new look Real Easter Egg 2017 range has been launched and churches are
being asked to encourage people to support this unique way of sharing the story
of Easter.

Our Traditional Service of Carols and Lessons was well attended, as was our
annual Carols by Candlelight service – many thanks to all those who helped to
make these events such a success.
On the evening of 6th January we held an Epiphany quiz which was also well
attended. Thanks to Janet, Jim and Tony for providing the questions.
Tony also kept score – he assures me that the fact that he was on the winning
team is entirely coincidental!
Cheree and Jean

This year a 24 page Easter story/activity book, illustrated by Alida Massari, is
included in the Original, Egg Hunt and Dark eggs. The Special Edition has an
Easter traditions booklet inside. The Sharing box, with 30 eggs, comes with 30
colour-in posters.
Out of the 80 million Easter eggs sold in this part of the world every year The
Real Easter Egg is the only one which has a copy of the Easter story in the box,
is made of Fairtrade chocolate and makes a donation to charity from sales.
The Real Easter Egg was launched in 2010 but, initially, supermarkets turned
down the idea. It was left to churches and church schools to place orders so
that The Meaningful Chocolate Company could make The Real Easter Egg.
David Marshall, creator of the Real Easter Egg, said; “With the support of
churches more than one million eggs have been sold with 750,000 of these sent
through the post directly to churches and schools. The rest have been sold
through independent retailers and, since 2013, the major supermarkets.
The success of The Real Easter Egg has meant that the production of Fairtrade
chocolate has moved to the UK. Over £250,000 has been raised from sales for
charitable causes. Due to production restrictions, this year we have slightly
fewer eggs available so we recommend people order as early as possible.”

An Invitation
Cheree and Jean will be talking about their recent trip to India. There will also
be a quiz and food!

The whole range can be ordered online at www.realeasteregg.co.uk (with free
delivery) or from Traidcraft, Eden.co.uk, TLM trading.com, and ‘Embrace the
Middle East’. Christian bookshops and some cathedrals also have stocks. You
can also buy the blue Original egg from most major supermarkets.

Saturday 4th March
7:15pm
Cheree suggests you come in ‘50s dress and
bring a food contribution for your table. Nibbles
and tea, coffee and squash will be supplied.
Cheree and Jean
10
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Children of Grace

The boys now also have their very own auto-rickshaw (tuk-tuk) which was
delivered recently. This is a three-wheeler vehicle that can carry all the boys and
is a common feature on Indian roads. This came in October and was donated
by Cheree and her son Luke and is being named after Cheree’s late father Bas.
The tuk-tuk will be used to collect groceries and supplies, to take the boys to
church, events, on days out, and will also be used if anyone needs to go to the
doctors.

Update – by Mike
As many of you know, I run a small charity called Children of Grace Home
(COG) along with six of my friends, including Annabelle and Ben. Whitstable
Baptist Church is close to the charity and has been praying and supporting us
since we began, including letting us hold a tea party fundraiser for COG. Many
at the church also support us through prayer and donations, and so we have
much to thank you all for! It’s a great encouragement to know we have such
faithful support! Here’s an update on everything that has been going on lately
regarding the charity.
If you don’t know about Children of Grace Home, we are a Christian charity
building an orphanage in Visakhapatnam on the east coast of India. We are
building the home next to Children of Faith Ministries, an orphanage home to
over 100 children and where I have spent fourteen months in total teaching
English over the last 5 years.
We have been sponsoring twelve boys living at Children of Faith for two years
now and they will be moving into the new Children of Grace Home once
building work is complete. Both homes are neighbours and will work as one
family with all the children studying at the same school and doing day to day
activities together, such as eating, worshipping, playing and going to church and
events.

In other news, this summer my friend Alex and I went on a cycle trip to Greece
from Whitstable to raise funds for the home. We aimed for 2000 miles but
managed 1980 before we ran out of time over six and a half weeks on the road.
We endured some really tough weather and terrible roads but were mostly
blessed with safe and smooth roads, good weather and stunning views as we
crossed the Alps. Most importantly, we raised £3000 for the home, so thank
you so much to everyone who donated!
The three words that keep coming to mind when I look back at all that’s
happened for Children of Grace Home are “God is good.” Even though we
have often been well out of our depth, God has wonderfully guided Children of
Grace since the charity began in 2012 and He has always provided COG’s every
need. We’ve also been amazed with the generosity from individuals shown to us
over the years, especially recently, and we truly appreciate all your prayers,
support and encouragement. To God be the glory!
Mike Cadge coghome.org.uk

Building work started last April, with all the children from both homes having a
special time of prayer on the land as the builders began work on the
foundations. The home is designed to accommodate twenty children and has
two bedrooms, a kitchen, a common room and a toilet block outside (a
common feature in India).
Building work was completed in November, just over four years since the
charity began, and the children will be moving in as soon as their bunk beds
arrive. These have been ordered (thank you to everyone who has donated!), and
will be arriving soon. We already have kitchen equipment but we will also be
buying a washing machine and a fridge along with furniture for the common
room. Anand and Rosie (who run both homes) tell me the boys simply cannot
wait to move in and have really enjoyed watching the construction take place.
12
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Church Every Day
Broadcaster Adrian Chiles set himself a
challenge – to go to church every day for
more than a month, and never the same one
twice. Why?
In 2016, I resolved to go to church every day
throughout the whole of Lent. I’m a Catholic,
so it would be Mass every day for more than a
month. It felt like it would be a real struggle – a
penance. It turned out to be anything but. It was
a rich and enriching experience – spiritually,
obviously, but I was also enraptured by the churches themselves, the communities
they serve, and the people with whom I shared all those Masses.
I made it extra hard for myself by undertaking to go to a different church every day, so
by Easter Sunday I’d been before 46 different priests in 46 different churches in
46 days. Someone pointed out to me at around the 35-priest mark that even the Pope
probably hadn’t heard Mass said by so many different priests in so many different
churches in such a short space of time.
From day one, Ash Wednesday, I was captivated. I happened to be in the Swansea
area, so I went to St Illtyd’s in Port Tennant, a neat little community with rows of
terraced houses clinging to the side of a very steep hill overlooking the bay. In every
church I went to on this odyssey, without fail there was something to entrance me. It
could be anything from the priest’s trainers – priestly footwear is something I could
write a whole article about – to the majesty of a stained glass window. At St Illtyd’s it
was the statue outside of Christ on the cross. It was made from some metal that had
corroded, kind of creating new stigmata on it. Transfixed, I looked up at it for what
must have been ages, until I spotted a couple of teenagers just across the road,
cigarettes in mouths, beholding me doubtfully.
Other random Mass moments that will never leave me include the Polish lady next to
me one Tuesday morning in Our Lady of Grace and St Edward’s in Chiswick. She
held a tiny passport-sized photo in a miniature gilded frame. I took it to be her mum.
With tenderness almost unbearable to behold, she occasionally stroked her face.
On a Friday lunchtime at St Patrick’s in Soho Square I chose my pew, but before my
bottom touched the seat I sprang back up in alarm as I realised there was someone in a
sleeping bag motionless at my feet. I looked around at the rest of the congregation
but no-one else seemed very concerned, so I shrugged inwardly, knelt and prayed for
him, or it may have been a her. Who knows?
Then there was the Church of the Sacred Heart and St Catherine of Alexandria in
Droitwich Spa. If you’re passing do go and see the mosaics, they are simply breathtaking. The priest’s sermon referenced something about a trip across a lake in India.
Walking through the dark churchyard after the service, a lady behind me said to her
friend: “That was good. You don’t think of them having lakes in India, do

you?” Oddly, I knew what she meant.
At Sacred Heart in Fareham at 7am one Wednesday, I sighed a little as an impossibly
ancient lady in a woolly hat stepped forward to do the reading. This could take a
while, I thought. But it turned out that in her younger days she could only have been
an actor or Radio 4 newsreader. Her voice, clear as a church bell, sang out. I swear
even the angels and cherubs around us cocked a pleased ear.
My loudest involuntary snort of laughter came in St David’s Priory in Swansea. I was
having a crafty Google of St David’s Wikipedia entry. It turned out his miracle came
to pass at Llanddewi Brefi where, I read, the ground on which he stood is reputed to
have risen up to form a small hill. A Welsh scholar called John Davies was quoted as
writing that “one can scarcely conceive of a miracle more superfluous in that part of
Wales than the creation of a hill”. Brilliant!
Wherever I went in the country, and most of my Masses were in London,
Birmingham, Swansea and Manchester, it was striking how similar the congregations
were at weekday Masses. There’s no getting away from it: the average age must be
somewhere in the seventies. At 48, I spent most of this Spring feeling like a spring
chicken. But there was also invariably a young family of Asian origin, usually with
young children. And at the 7am Masses in Central London there was the odd gogetter, who strode out after Mass was ended as if they had hedge funds to run. They
probably did.
So, a mixed bag, as were the priests. A third of them I found to be great, with a
handful quite life-changingly brilliant. Another third were sort of OK. The rest were
pretty hopeless, not least because I often couldn’t actually hear what they were saying.
And a handful were grumpy to the point of malevolence.
Spiritually, if I’m to really “connect” at Mass, I need a good priest to help me. And by
good I mean, first and foremost, that they should look pleased to be there and pleased
that we’re there. Often they speak of great “joy” while looking as bored as swimming
pool attendants.
Secondly, with the liturgy – essentially the same script which they do day in, day out –
the best of them find a way of making it sound fresh. As the inestimable Father Paul
Addison of Our Lady of Delours in Kersal put it to me: “The clue’s in the word;
communion is all about communicating.” And the same is obviously true of the
sermon. One of the beauties of daily Mass is, frankly, its brevity – invariably less than
half an hour. Sometimes the sermon is dispensed with altogether, but often it just
takes the form of a thought or two, which I find much easier to get my head round
than one of Sunday’s lengthy orations.
My favourite ever came from my first priest (I’m a convert), a Father Terry Tastard, a
man with an unforgettable name in the happy habit of delivering pretty unforgettable
homilies. At one weekday Mass he simply said: “How is it that we’re always so keen
for others to change when we’re so reluctant to change ourselves.” That was years
ago, but I think about it often, as I’ll always think back to this Lent as one of the most
rewarding and quietly intense 46 days of my life.
Adrian Chiles
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Just For Fun!

a. Southern England
b. Northern England
c. Wales

Test your English

answe
rs
elsew
here

These are well known (and not so well known)
phrases, but do you know where they originate?

1. Which of these phrases is about an English military leader in the
Crimean War?
a. All Sir Garnet
b. It’s all my eye and Betty Martin
c. Gordon Bennett
th

2. Which one of these sayings originates from the 17 Century?
a. Sweet Fanny Adams
b. Fine words butter no parsnips
c. Many happy returns
3. Under what circumstances would somebody say: “I’ll go to the foot
of our stairs”?
a. If they are confused
b. If they are looking for something on the stairs
c. If they are surprised

8. What is ‘Murphy’s Law’?
a. A law which only applies to the Irish
b. If something can go wrong it will go wrong
c. If you buy a replacement for something lost, the original
one will immediately be found
9. Which of these phrases is generally only heard in the British Isles?
a. Stand on your head and cut corks
b. Go like the clappers
c. Bob’s your uncle
10. What does “you lie like a hairy egg” mean?
a. You are very warm
b. You lie very still
c. There is no truth in what you are saying

Never a truer word...


If I had a pound for every girl that found me unattractive, they’d eventually
find me attractive.



Today a man knocked on my door and asked for a small donation towards the
local swimming pool, so I gave him a glass of water.



Hospitality is the art of making guests feel like they’re at home when you wish
they were.



A computer once beat me at chess, but it was no match for me at kick boxing.



Women spend more time wondering what men are thinking than men spend
thinking.



Is it wrong that only one company makes the game Monopoly?

6. Which of these phrases might be linked to an animal’s body part?
a. Daft as a brush
b. Shake a leg
c. Joined at the hip



Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.



I like long walks, especially when they’re taken by people who annoy me.



If at first you don’t succeed, skydiving is not for you.

7. Where does the phrase “I’m pulling your leg” originate?



No matter how much you push the envelope, it’ll still be stationery.

4. Which of these phrases is not thought to have been coined by
Shakespeare?
a. All of a sudden
b. As dead as a doornail
c. Gild the lily
5. Which one of these phrases originated in England?
a. A nod is as good as a wink to a blind horse
b. Many a mickle makes a muckle
c. It’s not over till the fat lady sings

16

www.middlewall.co.uk

(Submitted by Alan Clarke)
www.middlewall.co.uk

17

The Messenger

The Messenger

Being Ten Again

Muddy Footprints

A man asked his wife, “What would you most like for your birthday?”

They huddled inside the storm door – two children in ragged, oversized coats.
“Any old papers, lady?” they asked. I was busy. I wanted to say no – until I saw
their feet. Little sandals sopped with sleet. “Come in and I’ll make you some
hot cocoa.” There was no conversation. Their soggy sandals left marks on the
hearthstone. I served them cocoa with toast and jam to fortify them against the
chill outside.

She said, “I’d love to be ten again.”
On the morning of her birthday he got her up bright and early and they went to
a theme park. He put her on every ride in the park – the death slide, the
screaming loop, the wall of fear – she had a go on every ride there was.
Five hours later she staggered out of the theme park, her head reeling and her
stomach turning.
Then they went off to a cinema where they watched a scary film and ate
popcorn and sweets and drank Coca Cola.
At last she staggered home with her husband and collapsed into bed.
Her husband leaned over and asked, “Well dear, what was it like being ten
again?”
His wife opened one eye and she groaned, “Actually, dear, I meant dress size!”
(Submitted by Jean Moyes)

Then I went back to the kitchen to work on my household budget. The silence
in the front room struck through me. I looked in. The little girl held the empty
cup in her hands and looked at it. The boy asked, “Lady, are you rich?”
I looked at my shabby slipcovers.
“Am I rich? Mercy, no!” The girl put the cup in its saucer – carefully. “Your
cups match your saucers.” Her voice was old with a hunger not of the stomach.
They left then. Holding their bundles of paper against
the wind. They hadn’t said thank you. They didn’t
need to – they’d done more than that. Much more.
Plain blue pottery cups and saucers, but they matched.
Potatoes in brown gravy; a roof over our heads; my
man with a good steady job – these things matched,
too. I moved the chairs back from the fire and tidied
the living room. The muddy prints of small sandals
were still wet on my hearth. I let them be. I want
them there in case I ever forget how rich I am!
The word for you today is: don't forget to thank God.
(from ‘The Word for Today’ UCB)

THE DEADLINE for the next (Summer) issue of
The Messenger is…

Before you quit, try.

Sunday 7th May

Before you talk, listen.

Please ensure your contributions are handed
(or preferably emailed) to Beryl or Tony by that date.
Thank you
email: messenger@middlewall.co.uk

18
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Before you react, think.
Before you criticize, wait.
Before you move on, forgive.
www.middlewall.co.uk
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The Perfect Church

Have you made your travel plans?

If you should find the perfect church
without a fault or smear
for goodness sake don’t join that church
you’d spoil the atmosphere.

Don’t know where to go? Here are some suggestions…

If you should find the perfect church
where all anxieties cease
then pass it by, lest joining it
you’d spoil the masterpiece.

I’ve also never been in Cognito. It’s my understanding that no one recognizes
you there.
I have, however, been in Sane. They don’t have an airport; you have to be
driven there. I have made several trips there thanks to my friends, family and
work.

If you should find the perfect church
then don’t you ever dare
to tread upon such holy ground
you’d be a misfit there.

I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to jump and I’m not that big
into a lot of physical activity anymore.
I have also been in Doubt. But, it’s a sad place to go and I try not to visit there
that often.

But since no perfect church exists
made up of perfect men
cease looking for that perfect church
and love the church you’re in.

I’ve been in Flexible, but only at times when it was important to stand firm.
Sometimes I’m in Capable. I go there more often as I get older.
One of my favourite places to be is in Suspense. It really gets the adrenalin
flowing and pumps up the heart rate. I need all the stimuli I can get.

Of course it’s not the perfect church
that’s simple to discern
but you and I and all of us
could cause the tide to turn.

And sometimes I think I’m in Vincible, but life has shown me I’m not.
People tell me I’m in Denial, but I’m positive I’ve never been there.
I may have been in Continent, but don’t remember
what country I was in. I guess it’s an age thing.
However I’m told it’s very wet and damp there.

What fools we are to flee our post
in that unfruitful search
to find at last where problems loom
God proudly builds His church.

Wherever you go, stay safe and good travels to all.

So let’s keep working in our church
until the resurrection
and then we each will join that Church
without an imperfection.

(From the Blean Parish magazine)

How many words does it take?

Mavis Williams

Don’t forget!
Sunday 26th March at 2:00am – clocks go forward!
20

I have been in many places, but I’ve never been in Cahoots. Apparently, you
can’t go alone. You have to be in Cahoots with someone.

www.middlewall.co.uk

Pythagorean Theorem ............................................................... 24 words
Lord’s Prayer ............................................................................... 66 words
Archimedes’ Principle ............................................................... 67 words
Ten Commandments ............................................................... 179 words
Gettysburg address .................................................................. 286 words
US Declaration of Independence ....................................... 1,300 words
EU regulations on the sale of cabbage ............................26,911 words
www.middlewall.co.uk

21

The Messenger

The Messenger

Amazing Grace or Cheap Grace?

Birthday Greetings to:-

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, executed by the Nazis for his Christian Faith and his
witness to it wrote:

Margaret Frame
Fred Goodger
Christine Pacey

“Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves. Cheap grace is the preaching
of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline,
Communion without confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship,
grace without the Cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.”
May God
richly bless
you on your
special day!

‘Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see.’

16th March
24th March
5th May

BMS Birthday
Scheme
Supporting the work of the
Baptist Missionary Society

See June Gluning for details

John Newton
(Submitted by Ray Jones)
Answers to ‘Test Your English’ (page 16)
1a The phrase refers to Sir Garnet Wolseley, an English military leader during the war.
It means everything is in order.
2b It means that fine words mean nothing and actions mean more than flattery or
promises.

Dim Lights

3c If they are surprised. it was first used in the north of England and is often used as a
euphemism for some more powerful expression.

Dim lights in the city, the sane have gone to bed,
The noises of the traffic, now peace and quiet instead.
It looks a peaceful city, the tranquillity will keep,
But look below the bridges and find the ones that cannot sleep.

4c This means to waste time trying to improve something that’s already beautiful.
Although Shakespeare hinted at the meaning in his play King John, the phrase itself
was invented in the 20th Century by people who “half remembered” this passage of
the play.

See the cardboard boxes, that make no place to stay,
See those sadden faces, cold and waiting for the day.

5a The obvious meaning is that as the horse is blind it will not respond to any visual
command, but it's also used of people who are impervious to hints.

No hope of a future, no dreams of what might be,
Devoid of any feeling, for them, for you, for me.

6a It means very foolish. It was likely to originally have referred to a fox’s soft tail, and
‘soft’ is a northern English term for stupid.

Perhaps these melting pots of rejects should fade away from sight,
Are they really nobodies, do they not have any rights?

7a To deceive someone in a playful way. It began in the south of England. Like those
other ‘leg’ phrases, ‘an arm and a leg’, ‘shake a leg’ and ‘break a leg’, there's no
evidence to show that the limb in question was anything other than imaginary.

I wonder why they’re lonely, why they chose this way to live,
I’m sure once in their existence, they had some love to give.

8b If something can go wrong it will go wrong.

Bill Bennett
(Submitted by June)
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9c A jokey exclamation, meaning everything is all right. It is
used when the simple means of obtaining a successful
result has been obtained.
10c There is no truth in what you are saying. There’s no
such thing as a hairy egg.
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Useful Contact Details

Beryl’s Back!

Riding Along In My Automobile
As a child (just a few years ago) I remember my Dad occasionally taking me out in
his Vauxhall Wyvern and I used to stand on the bench seat – remember those? –
with my head out through the sunroof. Now that surprises you, doesn’t it, because
I bet you didn’t realise I was that old! We’d go for a ride on a Saturday afternoon
into the beautiful Essex countryside. Essex is much maligned but I assure you that
its countryside really is very lovely and (almost) matches that of Kent. Those of you
who have never dared venture into that beautiful county really don’t know what you
are missing. For a start, Southend has a longer pier than Herne Bay. OK, that’s not
surprising I suppose but it is the longest pleasure pier in the world – over a mile long. I used
to walk along it with my lovely Nan and we’d often get the quaint little train back.
There’s the wonderful Epping Forest, Finchingfield, and even Basildon, which has a
network of fabulous walks through the countryside via winding paths and rural
alleyways. It’s a lovely county, once you’ve gone under (or rather, undergone) the
Dartford Crossing.
Well, to return to my original subject of driving, I saved up for years to pay for my
driving lessons, which cost the exorbitant sum of £1 an hour! I passed The Test
first time (just thought I’d get that in!), and acquired someone’s old banger that was
on the way to the tip, got it checked out and I was on the road. Sadly, nowadays a
lot of roads are not fit or safe to drive on, and many drivers are not fit or safe to
drive on the roads. Actually, when you have an hour or two to spare, I have quite a
lot to say on modern day driving instruction, the driving test and drivers in general.
Am I alone in that?
When I was stuck in a bottleneck the other day (the mind boggles doesn’t it), I had
time to consider in some detail how driving a vehicle is so similar to our journey
through life. We must give consideration to others on the road. We constantly need
to be aware of what is going on around us. We shouldn’t blame others for
everything but take responsibility for our own actions and think about how they
affect those who are crossing our paths or travelling along the road with us. As
Christians, God has given us responsibilities and He commands us to love others as
He loves us. As we’ve just embarked on a new year, what better time for us all to
think again on John 13 v 34, and Romans 13 vs 9b & 10, as we travel the road day
by day. Enjoy your journey!

Beryl Harris

Bible Study Groups:
Andrew Frame

794489

biblestudy@middlewall.co.uk

BMS Birthday Scheme:
June Gluning

771187

birthdays@middlewall.co.uk

Book Keeper:
Janet Payne

264186

treasurer@middlewall.co.uk

Choral Group:
Ray Jones

772997

juneray@orpheus.fsnet.co.uk

Church Flowers:
June Bennett

280430

Deacons:
Andrew Frame (Secretary)
Cheree Moyes
Jean Myhill
Alison Oliver

794489
07970 313799
277297
652953

secretary@middlewall.co.uk
chereebright@yahoo.co.uk
jean_myhill.gov@hotmail.co.uk
alisono1983@gmail.com

Messenger:
Tony & Beryl Harris

780969

messenger@middlewall.co.uk

Minister:
Rev Paul Wilson

273849

minister@middlewall.co.uk

Prayer Chain:
Margaret Frame
Beryl Harris
Jean Rothery

794489
780969
265276

prayer@middlewall.co.uk

Secretary:
Andrew Frame

794489

secretary@middlewall.co.uk

Website:
Tony Harris

780969

webmaster@middlewall.co.uk

Worship Group:
Jean Rothery

265276

jean.rothery@outlook.com

Young People’s Groups:
Anne Wilson

273849

ypf@middlewall.co.uk

If the person or organisation you want is not listed please contact the Secretary.
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