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Winter 2016

Dear Friends,
The anticipation of Christmas is an integral part of its sheer magic. We look
forward to the Christmas trees, the Christmas lights, the exchanging of
presents and the various festivities. One of the highlights is surely the
opportunity to join in the Christmas carols again and to sing out the profound
and simple truths they express. Truths that take us to the very heart of the
Gospel, telling us that God became man in order to demonstrate His love and
to redeem us. Truths seamlessly connecting Christ’s incarnation with His
crucifixion, with His triumph over death and with His coming again. Truths
that demand both an initial and an ongoing response.
Scanning through the best loved and most popular carols we can identify a
number of striking Biblical themes, as evidenced by the following excerpts:
(challenge – can you identify the carols from which these lines come – answers on page 7)
The Promise Fulfilled
1. ‘See the tender Lamb appears promised from eternal years’
2. ‘Prophets foretold Him Infant of wonder’
3. ‘This day hath God fulfilled His promised word’
The Wonder Of The Incarnation
4. ‘Veiled in flesh the Godhead see/Hail the incarnate Deity/
Pleased as man with man to dwell’
5. ‘Lo within a manger lies/He who built the starry skies’
The Link To His Crucifixion
6. ‘Trace we the Babe who has retrieved our loss/From the poor
manger to His bitter cross’
The Link To His Victory
7. ‘Now as our glorious mighty Redeemer/see Him victorious o’er
each foe’
Saving Grace And Divine Love
8. ‘To save us all from Satan’s power’
9. ‘Good tidings of a Saviour’s birth/God’s wondrous love in
saving lost mankind’
10. ‘Bethlehem’s little baby can be the Saviour of us all’
Our Future Hope And His Eternal Glory
11. ‘And our eyes at last shall see Him…
set at God’s right hand on high’
www.middlewall.co.uk
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Our Response (The Personal Aspect)
12. ‘Let every heart prepare Him room’
13. ‘Give my heart’
14. ‘Where meek souls will receive Him still the dear Christ enters in’
15. ‘Saved by His love incessant we shall sing/Eternal praise to
heaven’s almighty King’
A further theme of light piercing the darkness is present in quite a
number of the carols and particularly in ‘O little town of Bethlehem’
and ‘While shepherds watched their flocks’.
I trust this summary of the message of the Carols will whet our
appetite for singing them enthusiastically again this
Christmastime, knowing that in doing so we are witnessing to
our faith and hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
With every good wish for a really happy Christmas,

We would like to thank everyone for all their love and prayer support over the
past year and to wish everyone a very blessed Christmas and New Year.
With love from
Joan, Lise, Peter, Christina and Isabelle
Tricia and Malcolm would like to wish all the church family
a contented Christmas
and a peaceful New Year.

Rev Paul Wilson

From the Archbishops’ Desks
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York recently sent a joint letter to all parish
priests in the Church of England. In it they said: “At the heart of our prayers
will be words that Jesus himself taught us – ‘Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done.’
It is impossible to overstate the life-transforming power of the Lord’s Prayer. It
is a prayer that is reassuring enough to be on the lips of the dying and yet
dangerous enough to be banned in cinemas. It is famous enough to be spoken
each day by billions in hundreds of languages and yet intimate enough to draw
us ever closer into friendship with Jesus Christ. It is simple enough to be
memorised by small children and yet profound enough to sustain a whole
lifetime of prayer.
When we pray it with sincerity and with joy, there is no imagining the new ways
in which God can use us to His glory.”

I would like to thank the fellowship for all the love and prayers throughout
another year and wish everyone God’s Blessing for a
Happy and Peaceful New Year.
The money I saved by not sending out so many cards will be donated
to Research into Downs Syndrome.
Lucy Gambrill.

Things Kids Say!
Last year we overheard my nephew Tom saying to the girls “Did you know that
Jesus was born on the very first Christmas – how amazing is that?”
Lise Thomason

(Submitted by June Jones)
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Advent Readings: Elizabeth

Advent Readings: Mary

I wasn’t looking forward to seeing Mary. She always seems to fall on her feet.
Nothing has ever been easy for me. For years I’d longed for a baby, but it never
happened. In my time being blessed with children was seen as being blessed by
God. If you didn’t have any, some people thought it was because you’d done
wrong, and it was always seen as the woman’s fault. For years I endured the
pitying looks of the mothers in our neighbourhood. “Poor Elizabeth”, they said
to my face, and “what has she done to deserve the Lord’s displeasure” they
muttered behind my back.

Mine is an insignificant life. Oh I know how
I’ve been raised to great heights of adoration.
Mary, Queen of Heaven some call me.
Imagine! I understand how all that happened
and I know many people find it helpful to
see me in that way, but it’s not really me.

You should have seen their faces when I suddenly became pregnant long after it
was thought possible for me to do so. Mind you, even my husband, Zechariah,
was rendered speechless by that miracle! Suddenly I was someone to be treated
with respect. This was my moment.
And then news came that Mary was also having a baby. Mary, barely a woman,
and already blessed! It seemed so unfair. Stealing my glory. Taking the shine
off my happiness…
And then she arrived. As she greeted me the baby leaped in my womb and
inexplicably I was overcome with joy. The jealousy and rage left me.
“Blessed are you among women,” I said, as we hugged each other, “and blessed
is the fruit of your womb!” How we
laughed at the absurdity of it all, and
Mary sang, and I was glad she’d come.
She stayed 3 months, leaving only after
my boy, John, was born.

I wasn’t chosen because I was important or
out of the ordinary. I knew little of the ways
of men beyond the bounds of the
insignificant village where I was born. True
we were an occupied country struggling
under Roman oppression, but I had little
sense of that.
My world revolved around helping my
mother care for our family. I expected little
beyond my father finding me a good husband and becoming a mother myself.
Both of those things happened of course – Joseph was indeed a good husband,
and I had many children – but I almost lost Joseph before we were even
married. I guess you know the story only too well – how the Angel Gabriel
brought news to me that I was pregnant, and that the baby already growing
within me was of God. Joseph feared a scandal but an angel came to him in a
dream and put his mind at rest. In a stable in Bethlehem I became the Godbearer, giving birth to Jesus.
Why me? I’ve puzzled long over this question. Did I have special qualities? Was
I uniquely placed to fulfil this task? No, and no! And that’s the point.

I used to think that religion was about
rubbing your nose in unfulfilled
expectations, but now I see that faith is
about freedom – moving from selfcentred, soul-destroying preoccupations
to self-giving, liberating love.

God chose an ordinary woman, me, no better and no worse than any other, to
be the means of his grace. I wasn’t meant to be a one-off but to show the world
that any person, however powerless and insignificant they feel or are seen to be
by others, can bring Love to birth in the world, and provide a touching place for
disparate people who might otherwise be in conflict or never even meet. God’s
Christmas gift to the world is divine love fleshed out in the life of my son, Jesus.

© Ruth Scott

Here’s A Thought...
Some people have so many irons in the fire that they’ve put the fire out!

My Christmas gift to you is my ordinariness: A constant reminder that you too,
if you so choose, can nurture transforming love within your being, and through
your labour make it present in the world.
© Ruth Scott

Canon J John
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Joyce Hopkins
15th

Have you seen it?

September 1933 to November 2016
Born in Tatsfield and raised by her father’s family,
Joyce lived in Whitstable from the age of four.
In her youth she worked as the projectionist’s
assistant at the Oxford Cinema in the town. Joyce
then went on to work at the nurseries in Green
Lane owned by her future husband.
Joyce then joined the Wrens, only returning to
Whitstable after accepting the proposal to marry
Horatio Nelson Hopkins in 1954.
She also went on to open and to establish a successful florists shop next to what
is now the Co-Op in Oxford Street and which continues in business still today
under its new owner, Debbie Clark, who was one of Joyce’s original apprentices.
Two of Joyce’s other trainees, Jacqui and Bridget, are still also local florists.
Joyce served as a Councillor for eight years having stood for election, once her
husband retired from that role after 26 years, and always took great interest in
the town of Whitstable and its people.
Joyce was a dedicated member of the Baptist Church in Middle Wall for over
50 years and was a Deacon, serving the church family, for over 30 years.
Tony Harris, a member of the Middle Wall Baptist Church family said today,
“Joyce was one of our church family’s longest standing members. She always
took a lively interest in everything that was going on, you could always rely upon
her, and we all have such lovely memories of Joyce. She was just always there
and will be very sadly missed. Her floral arrangements and her dedication and
devotion were wonderful, but she was never one to blow her own trumpet –
except in the Girls’ Brigade band!” She was an officer in the 1st Whitstable Girls
Brigade Company for over 40 years.
Having not known her mother from birth, Joyce was delighted to find out at the
age of 73 that she had four brothers and two sisters who she had never known
about. She spent many happy days catching up on her ‘new’ extended family.
Amazingly, although her new family originated in the Portsmouth area, one of
her brothers was found to be living just seven miles away in Canterbury!
Joyce leaves a son, Richard, two daughters, Julie and Sue, and two
grandchildren, Rosie and Joanna.
Sue Judge (Née Hopkins)
(Copy of an article sent to the Whitstable Gazette)
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Our church has had a website since the year 2000, although it has been modified
and improved a number of times since then.
This year, it has been included in Google’s ‘My Business’ system, which
generates regular reports of activity on the site – not personal details (you might be
relieved to know!) just numbers – but I have found the reports quite interesting,
you might, too. The number of visitors per month looks like this – July 400,
August 406, September 531, October 411.
Some of these ‘virtual’ visits have been people listening to our services or
looking at the photo gallery, some are reading ‘The Messenger’, finding out
where we are, what we believe, what we get up to, or reading details of our
minister and deacons or looking up the address or phone numbers via the
Fellowship List which is, incidentally, password protected to keep such
confidential information, er, confidential! (see me for the password.) Some of these
‘virtual’ visitors have even become actual visitors
through the doors!
If you were not one of our ‘virtual’ visitors, perhaps
it’s time you were – and do let me know if you can
think of further improvements or additional features.
Tony Harris
Webmaster
Answers to Paul’s ‘Carols Quiz’ (page 1)
1: See amid the winter’s snow, 2: Child in a manger, 3: Christians awake, 4: Hark the herald
angels sing, 5: See amid the winter’s snow, 6: Christians awake, 7: Child in a manger, 8: God
rest ye merry gentlemen, 9: Christians awake, 10: See Him lying on a bed of straw, 11: Once
in royal David’s city, 12: Joy to the world, 13: In the bleak midwinter, 14: O little town of
Bethlehem, 15: Christians awake.

Cover Design
This cover of this issue of the magazine was inspired
by a wall hanging, designed and created by Doreen
Terrell and her Craft Group – thank you Doreen!
www.middlewall.co.uk
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From Pudding to Pye
Shortly after midnight on Sunday
2nd September 1666 (350 years ago, but this
article arrived too late to be included in the previous issue of The Messenger!) a fire broke
out in the bakery in Pudding Lane in the City of London. By the time the Lord
Mayor, Sir Thomas Bloodworth, had been awakened, the fire had taken hold
and was spreading out in all directions, fanned by a strong wind. It was normal
practice at the time to pull down buildings to make a fire-break, but Bloodworth
was incapable of making any decision and returned to his bed.
By law, all churches had to contain fire-fighting equipment including leather
buckets, axes, long ladders and ‘firehooks’ for pulling down buildings. Fires
were not uncommon in a mainly wooden city and civilians were well used to
aiding neighbours in extinguishing a fire – alerted by the ringing of muffled
church bells. The City of London was then, as it is now, a law unto itself and
refused an offer from King Charles II for provision of soldiers and other
resources to combat the fire, believing that the King might take the opportunity
to grab absolute power. Nevertheless, the King and his brother James took over
command of fighting the fire from the ineffectual Lord Mayor.
Rumours abounded as to the nature of the event. Was the City being attacked
by the French, or the Dutch? The King issued statements from Whitehall
Palace quelling such fears while his brother rode up and down the streets
rescuing foreigners from possible attack.
Inhabitants tried to escape the inferno through the eight gates in the city walls
since the wharfs on the Thames were already ablaze, prohibiting the use of
boats. Others had stored their belongings in the medieval St Paul’s Cathedral,
believing that the stone structure and the surrounding plaza would save it from
the fire. However, repairs to the ancient structure were being carried out under
the guidance of a little known Christopher Wren and the wooden scaffolding
caught fire. John Evelyn wrote in his diary ‘The stones of Paul’s flew like
grenados, the melting lead running down the streets in a stream, and the very
pavements glowing with fiery redness, so as no horse, nor man, was able to
tread on them.’ The cathedral was ruined.
To the east, the fire was contained by the garrison in the Tower of London who
blew up nearby buildings on a large scale thus prohibiting the conflagration
reaching the castle and its store of gunpowder. Such action also saved Samuel
Pepys’ home and his wine and cheese that he had buried in the garden and
St Olave’s church where he worshipped. When the fire was eventually
extinguished, four days after its commencement, 87 parish churches had been
gutted, together with some 13,500 houses, three of the City’s gates, at
8
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least two prisons, 44 Company Halls, together with the Royal Exchange and St
Paul’s Cathedral. Although the recorded death toll was only six, it is believed
that many more did die, their bodies consumed totally by the fire.
Among the monuments erected to commemorate the fire (the most famous being the
Monument), is the ‘golden boy’ statue in Smithfield. An inscription suggests that
the fire was evidence of God’s wrath on the gluttony, having started in Pudding
Lane and ending in the north-west at Pye Corner.
The citizens needed a scapegoat for the fire which had destroyed their
businesses, homes and livelihoods. If not the French or the Dutch or even
gluttony, then it must be the Catholics. A simple-minded French watchmaker,
Robert Hubert, claimed he was an agent of the Pope and started the fire. He
was hanged at Tyburn on 28th September although some had misgivings about
his sanity. It later transpired that he had been aboard a ship in the North Sea
when the fire started and didn’t arrive in London until the Tuesday.
Wren drew up plans for rebuilding the City but, since the displaced people
wished to return to their homes and restart their businesses as soon as possible,
the square mile, by and large, remains a labyrinth of narrow lanes.
Many of the churches were rebuilt, mostly under Wren’s guidance. His greatest
contribution was the new St Paul’s Cathedral. His preferred design of a Greek
cross surmounted by a dome, rather than one of cruciform pattern favoured by
the clergy, was rejected. Further plans followed and, in the end, Wren was
permitted to make some ‘ornamental’ changes to the design.
It soon became evident to the builders that major rather than ‘ornamental’
alterations were being made by the architect. Ingeniously, the upper part of the
wall is false and contains no windows. It actually conceals flying buttresses
which help support the weight of the enormous thrust of the dome.
Although incomplete, the Cathedral was opened on 2nd December 1697, with
the Minister of the Choristers, John Blow, writing the anthem ‘I was glad when
they said unto me’ for this great occasion. Blow was assisted by his pupil
Jeremiah Clarke, who was to become the first official organist of the new
Cathedral.
The final stages of construction were taken out of Wren’s hands. At the age of
84, he had reacted strongly against a balustrade being erected to the top of the
walls, writing “Persons with little skill in architecture did expect, I believe, to see something
they had been used to in Gothic structures; and ladies think nothing well without an edging”.
When the final accounts were made up in 1710, the Cathedral, which had been
financed in the main through a tax on coal imported into London, had cost
£738,845 5s. 2½d.
(from ‘The Bell’, the magazine of Stainer & Bell Ltd.)
www.middlewall.co.uk
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My Visit to India
A lovely name for a lovely country! Very hot, yes, but we had excellent air
conditioning in the hotel rooms and on the coach. The countryside is dense
with trees, so beautiful with their flowers and foliage. We took many trips, the
longest being from Delhi (where we had been staying) to Jaipur. We enjoyed an
elephant ride as well as going in a Rickshaw.

Thank You – 2
Thank you to everyone who sponsored me on my memory walk for the
Alzheimer’s Society.
I’m pleased to say I raised £275 for A World Without Dementia.
Stephanie

The people are lovely – so many wanting to have their photo taken with us, and
shaking our hands, even toddlers.
The hotels were beautiful, with lovely marble floors, and swimming pools that
were cleaned out every day. The guide was very good, as was the driver and the
young man who helped us on and off the coach. We visited schools where the
children seemed so happy but had very little. They shook hands with us and
were really pleased to see us.
Cows are sacred to the Indians and roam the streets without fear – the guide
told us the people would save a cow in the same way they would save a human.
Traffic was very busy on the streets, cars
and lorries going from lane to lane
without any warning except for the
blaring of horns. I was surprised at the
many motor bikes with young women
sitting side-saddle on the back, with their
long dresses inches away from the back
wheels, without a care, so serene,
sometimes even holding a baby.

Thank You – 3
Thank you for all the prayers, cards, love and support I have received since
mum passed away and for attending the funeral service.
Special thanks to Tony for conducting the service, to Jean for playing the organ
and Paul and Beryl for their input.
Thanks also to the ladies who prepared the tea and coffee and made cakes for
the meeting at the Church when we got back.
Mum wanted a happy service and that’s what she had. She would have been
pleased with the number of friends and relations who attended.
Stephanie

India is four hours ahead of us so it was
funny coming back to our time. It was a
great experience, one I wouldn’t have
missed.

Thank You – 4

Jean Moyes

Samaritan’s Purse – Operation Christmas Child
Shoebox Appeal

Thank You – 1

A sincere thank you to everyone who donated either
financially or by filling a shoe box for Operation
Christmas Child. Because of your help,
we were able to send 25 boxes this year.

10

Thank you to everyone for my cards and presents
and for attending my 80th birthday party

Thank you too for the provision of the boxes and for help with transporting
them on to the next stage of their journey.

Jean Moyes

Tricia Price
www.middlewall.co.uk
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Operation Christmas Child

sharing God’s love through His Son, Jesus Christ. The organization serves the
Church worldwide to promote the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
“Let my heart be broken with the things that break the heart of God.” Bob
Pierce wrote these now-famous words in his Bible after visiting suffering
children on the Korean island of Kojedo. This impassioned prayer is what
guided him as he founded and led the ministry of Samaritan’s Purse in 1970.
His mission for this organization was “to meet emergency needs in crisis areas
through existing evangelical mission agencies and national churches.”
In the summer of 1973, Bob Pierce met his eventual successor, an adventurous
young student named Franklin Graham with a growing heart for world
missions. Intrigued by his many stories from the field, Franklin began to spend
more and more time with the seasoned Christian statesman. In 1975, he
accompanied Bob on a life-changing tour of some of the world’s most needy
mission fields. Franklin saw the poverty of pagan religions and the utter despair
of the people they enslave. God had captured his heart for missions.
Bob Pierce died of leukemia in 1978, and nearly 18 months later, Franklin
Graham became the President and Chairman of the Board of Samaritan’s Purse.
Through almost 40 years of earthquakes, hurricanes, wars, and famine, Franklin
has led the ministry in following the biblical example of the Good Samaritan all
across the globe. God has blessed the organization under Franklin’s leadership,
and the ministry has seen explosive growth.
“Go and do likewise,” Christ commanded. So we do. Samaritan’s Purse travels
the world’s highways looking for victims along the way. We are quick to
bandage the wounds we see but, like the Samaritan, we don’t stop there. In
addition to meeting immediate, emergency needs, we help these victims recover
and get back on their feet.
No matter where we go or what we do, we offer more than help. We offer
hope. To suffering people in a broken world, we share the
news of the only One who can bring true peace – Jesus
Christ, the Prince of Peace.
So, if you missed it this year, remember to pack up a
shoebox next year!
See Tricia for details.

‘Shoebox Appeal’
Yes, the collection week has passed and it’s too late to wrap up a shoebox this
year if you haven’t already done it! But if you did (and many of you did, this year!)
you might like to know who took it and where it went, and why?
The story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37) gives a clear picture of God’s
desire for us to help those in desperate need wherever we find them. After
describing how the Samaritan rescued a hurting man whom others had passed
by, Jesus told His hearers, “Go and do likewise.”
For more than 40 years, we at Samaritan’s Purse have done our utmost to follow
Christ’s command by going to the aid of the world’s poor, sick, and suffering.
We are an effective means of reaching hurting people in countries around the
world with food, medicine, and other assistance in the name of Jesus Christ.
This, in turn, earns us a hearing for the Gospel, the Good News of eternal life
through Jesus Christ.
Our emergency relief programmes provide desperately needed assistance to
victims of natural disaster, war, disease, and famine. As we offer food, water,
and temporary shelter, we meet critical needs and give people a chance to
rebuild their lives. Our community development and vocational programmes in
impoverished villages and neighbourhoods help people break the cycle of
poverty and give them hope for a better tomorrow. We impact the lives of
vulnerable children through educational, feeding, clothing, and shelter
programmes that let them know they are not forgotten.
We provide first-class treatment in the name of the Great Physician through our
medical projects, as well as supplying mission hospitals with much needed
equipment and supplies.
As our teams work in crisis areas of the world, people often ask, “Why did you
come?” The answer is always the same: “We have come to help you in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ.” Our ministry is all about Jesus – first, last, and always.
As the Apostle Paul said, “For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as
Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake” (2 Corinthians 4:5, NIV).
Since 1970, Samaritan’s Purse has helped meet needs of people who are victims
of war, poverty, natural disasters, disease, and famine with the purpose of
12
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Advent Readings: Joseph

A New Year Message from the Church Secretary

Life never works out quite how you expect it to. I’m a good example of that.
I thought I had it made. The family business was going well: There’s always a
demand for skilled carpenters, and I had worked hard to build it up. I wanted
to be able to offer my wife and children security in a hostile world.

It doesn’t seem that long since we celebrated the start of 2016. It has been a
different year for most. Some will rejoice in the past year, no doubt many would
choose not to remember it. But through the good and the bad, God was there.

Much that happens we can’t control, so all the more reason to be responsible
about the things we can influence. Mary came into my life at just the right time.
I was ready for the demands of a family. We were betrothed and I faced the
future safe in the knowledge that I had prepared well for it.
And then came the bombshell: Mary was pregnant and the child wasn’t mine.
I was beside myself with anxiety and sorrow. I loved Mary, yet she had betrayed
me. I couldn’t believe it, yet the swell of her belly confounded my disbelief.
I could have spurned her, shamed her before the whole community, but I loved
her. So I resolved to send her away to a far off place where she could invent a
more sympathetic story about her circumstances, and her family here could do
the same. Imagine, all my dreams and aspirations shattered in a few brief
moments of revelation.
Perhaps it’s not surprising that restoration came in an equally brief encounter –
this time in a dream telling me to trust Mary, and not to cast her aside. Was it
the desire of my own heart or an angel of God trying to break through my
defences that disturbed my sleep? Either way I took Mary to myself and, when
the time came, Jesus was born under my care.
Sometimes you will see me on Christmas cards.
Sometimes it is simply Mary and Jesus. One
moment I’m there. The next moment I’m not.
Having played my part in St Matthew’s telling
of the Nativity I disappear from the story.

1

Giving Thanks
Chronicles 16:34 (KJV) – O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good;
for his mercy endureth for ever.

2

Counting Blessings
Psalm 103:2 (NLT) – Let all that I am praise the Lord; may I never
forget the good things he does for me.

3

New Birth into a Living Hope
1 Peter 1:3 (NIV) – Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

4

Trusting God’s Plan
Jeremiah 29:11 (NLT) – “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the
Lord. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future
and a hope.”

5

New Creation
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV) – Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

A new beginning:
Back in July I was elected as Church Secretary and over the past months I am
grateful to the deacons and the church family for their support.
Over this time we have had new choruses and new style services. What will
2017 bring? I feel next year the Lord is going to do a work in the church: What?
– I don’t know, we will just have to wait and see.

My Christmas gift to you is constancy, the
ability to be there for someone else, quietly in
the background, ready to rise to the occasion
when the unexpected explodes in our lives.

I am reminded of 1 Peter 2:9 – But you (we) are a chosen
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

© Ruth Scott

Mark 1:3 tells us: Prepare the way for the Lord, make
straight paths for him.

Here’s A Thought...
Life without God is like an unsharpened pencil…
it has no point!
14
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Finally, as Tiny Tim said, “God bless us, every one!”
Andrew Frame
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Just For Fun!
answe
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elsew
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A ‘Circular’ Quiz

The M25 is 30 years old this year.
You’ve probably all been on it, but what do you know about it?

1. In 1998, William Allen, an 84-year-old motorist, had trouble getting off
the M25 to visit his daughter. How long did he spend on the road?
a. Six hours
b. Twelve hours
c. Two days
2. Why, in 1991, did Chris and Sue Glazier spend the night on a coach
going round the M25?
a. The coach driver didn’t realise the road was circular
and was looking for the end
b. It was a special romantic trip on their wedding night
c. They were looking for and following reported UFO sightings
3.
a.
b.
c.

How much does a guided coach tour of the M25 cost?
£15
There’s no such thing
They pay you to go on it

6. During construction, two million tonnes of concrete were used.
Where does the word “concrete” come from?
a. It’s a naturally-formed substance found on several Greek islands
and means “from Crete”
b. It was developed by a company called Construction Creations Technology
and takes the first letters from each word
c. The Latin word concretus, meaning “hardened”
7. When Clacket Lane Services was being built, artefacts from
Roman Britain were found. What happened to them?
a. They were ground up and used in the car park
b. They’re in a local museum
c. They’re on display near the toilets
8. One section of the M25 travels between two reservoirs – but how does
utility firm Thames Water keep the grass near the motorway short?
a. By mowing it
b. They don’t – the grass is plastic
c. With a flock of sheep
9.
a.
b.
c.

A sign for the M25 London Orbital was an anomaly in which film?
Withnail and I
A Clockwork Orange
To Sir with Love

10.
a.
b.
c.

How is Highways England celebrating the M25’s birthday?
Hosting a party at a number of service stations
Giving each motorist a commemorative car sticker
Carrying on as normal

4. When Margaret Thatcher opened the road in 1986,
how did she describe people who were against it?
a. “Whinging and whining”
b. “Carping and criticising”
c. “Grumbling and groaning”
5. Which of the following songs was inspired by driving
on the M25 during rush hour?
a. Drivin’ and Cryin’ – Steve Wariner
b. The Road to Hell – Chris Rea
c. The Road to Nowhere – Talking Heads
16
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Advent Readings: The Innkeeper

Was Jesus really born on 25th December?

No room at the Inn! There was no room
anywhere. The town was overrun with
travellers; people descending upon the place to
register for the census; folk whose families had
their roots in this neighbourhood. Business was
booming. I was up to my eyes in work. I must
confess I was a bit short when the man turned up
asking for accommodation.
“Can’t you see? I’m already full to over flowing.”
“Everywhere is,” the man said. “My wife is about to give birth. All we
need is a little privacy and shelter from the cold night air.”
For the first time I saw the woman – not much more than a girl. She was
standing in the shadows. She looked exhausted. I could see she was in pain. She
reminded me of my own daughter. What would I want for her if she was in the
same position? Yet I couldn’t conjure something out of nothing. The rooms
were all taken.
“The only sheltered space I have left is in with my livestock. I’ll get one of my
hired hands to put down some clean straw. It’s private and the heat of the
animals keeps it relatively warm. It’s not much, but it’s the best I can do.”
“It’s enough,” said the young woman. “Thank you.”
“Yes, well… I can’t stand around talking all day. I’ll see you get something to
eat and some clean water.”
Later, in the night, I heard a baby’s cry. I like to think I played a small part in his
safe arrival. You won’t see me in the Nativity scene, just my stable. We are an
army, we whose small, sometimes throwaway acts of kindness ease a little the
harshness of the world for others.

Almost certainly not. But the story of how that date came to be chosen as his
‘birthday’ is one that stretches back long before his birth.
It seems to have started on the Greek island of Rhodes in 283 BC. That year
the solstice fell on 25th December, and it was also the year that the Ancient
World’s largest Sun God statue – the 34 metre, 200 tonne Colossus of Rhodes,
was consecrated.
By 46 BC, Julius Caesar had made 25th December the official winter solstice.
In AD 274, the Roman Emperor Aureilian chose the winter solstice to be the
birthday of the Sun God. He also decreed that Sol Invictus (the unconquered
sun) was ‘Lord of the Roman Empire’.
Fifty years after that Constantine had become the first pro-Christian Roman
Emperor. He wanted the Church to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ on
25th December. Perhaps it was that, to him, Jesus was more or less the same
person as the mighty Sun God. Or perhaps he felt that the ancient Sun God’s
association with goodness, light, warmth and life would help ease the people’s
transition from paganism to Christianity. Whatever the reason, the Church
went along with it, and chose 25th December to be the date of Christmas. And
in an ancient mosaic in the crypt of St Peter’s Cathedral, Jesus is portrayed as
adorned with sun rays and riding in a chariot – just like Sol Invictus.
As for the huge, bronze 200 tonne Sol Invictus? He fell over during an
earthquake, and was sold off for scrap metal in 654AD by an enterprising Arab
scrap merchant. Meanwhile, Jesus lives on…
© Parish Pump

© Ruth Scott

The Rev Dr Billy Graham tells the story of a time in his early ministry when he
arrived in a small town where he was to preach a sermon that evening.
During the afternoon he went out to post a letter and asked a young man for
directions to the mail box.
The young man told him and Dr Graham thanked him, and said, “if you come
to the Baptist church this evening, you can hear me telling everyone how to get
to heaven.”
The young man replied, “I don’t think I’ll be there – you don’t even know your
way to the post box!”
Submitted by Jean Moyes

THE DEADLINE for the next (Spring) issue of
The Messenger is…

Sunday 5th February
Please ensure your contributions are handed
(or preferably emailed) to Beryl or Tony by that date.
Thank you
email: messenger@middlewall.co.uk
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Is It Illegal To Be Grumpy at Christmas?
and Other Festive Questions…
Here are all your Christmas questions answered – whether you asked them or
not!

How is it that Santa never gets stopped for speeding?
One of the most intriguing questions raised at this time of year is this: how does
Santa do it? How does he manage to deliver all those presents during the limited
window he’s allowed on Christmas Eve (that is, when the children are asleep)?
How does he ﬁnd time to clamber down all those chimneys? Does he really swig
all that sherry and eat those mince pies?

Why do we decorate Christmas trees?
We bring Christmas trees into the house because there isn’t much to do at this
time of year in the way of buying presents, wrapping presents, attending nativity
plays, trying to keep the sherry away from the older members of the family,
cooking meals and washing up. So to ﬁll the time, it’s a real treat to get down
on our hands and knees and sweep up the pine needles that have dropped on
the carpet.

According to one calculation I have seen, he has to visit 700,000,000 children in
233,000,000 homes. According to this same calculation, this means the reindeer
have to ﬂy at 1,800 miles per second (this doesn’t include toilet stops).

According to one story, it was Martin Luther – the man who invented
Protestants – who put up the ﬁrst tree decorations. He was walking in the
woods, so the story goes, and was inspired by the sight of starlight twinkling
through the pine trees. So he took a tree home and decorated it with candles
for his children. Just one question, Martin: wasn’t that theft?

Whatever happened to the poor man who was spotted gathering winter
fuel by Good King Wenceslas?
We all know the carol. Good King Wenceslas is gazing out of his window upon
the Feast of Stephen when he spots somebody trespassing in the palace
grounds. ‘Yonder peasant, who is he?’ he demands.

Stir-up Sunday
This is the day in late November when we all sing praise to the blessed St Delia
and stir our Christmas puddings. Or rather, the day when we write ‘Don’t
forget Christmas pudding’ on our shopping list and hope that the blessed
St Delia won’t be looking as we shamefacedly stuff a pudding into our Tesco
Bag for Life.

On hearing that it’s a poor man gathering winter fuel, the Good King sets off
through the deep, crisp and even snow with gifts of ﬂesh and wine. That,
however, is where the story ends. Did the Good King and his page ever get to
deliver the gifts? Was yonder peasant grateful? And how did the other peasants
feel about the way their neighbour was singled out by His Majesty? Did they,
too, demand ﬂesh, wine and free ﬁrewood? It’s surely time for a sequel –
Wenceslas II: Deliverance.

‘Stir–up Sunday’ originally had nothing to do with puddings. It’s named after the
church collect used on the last Sunday before Advent, ‘Stir up, O Lord, the wills
of thy faithful people, that they, bringing forth the fruit of good works, may by
you be richly rewarded.’ According to legend, the words ‘stir up’ reminded
people to make their puddings.
Who is Santa?
The original St Nicholas is thought to be St Nikolaos of Myra (which,
appropriately enough, is now in Turkey!) He wasn’t fat or jolly, but he’s always
been remarkably popular. He is the patron saint of children, sailors, unmarried
girls, merchants, pawnbrokers and perfume makers.
According to my Oxford Dictionary of Saints, the tradition that associates Santa
with presents started in the Netherlands, where children were given presents to
mark the feast of St Nicholas.
I note from the same book that there is also a St Nicholas of Flue. Perhaps he’s
the one who came down the chimney?
20
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So that’s why Santa never picks up any speeding tickets. No one can keep up
with the big fella. That’s probably just as well. It’s deﬁnitely illegal to fly a sleigh
under the influence of all that sherry.

Is it illegal to be grumpy at Christmas?
It’s the only holiday on which you’re actually much, much busier than normal.
It’s the only holiday in which you’ll hear ‘Merry Christmas Everybody’ by Slade
played over and over again, everywhere you go. It’s the only holiday that is
speciﬁcally designed to give you indigestion. It’s the only holiday on which you
have to persuade a sceptical child that a
portly bearded man of middle age in a
department store is the genuine Santa Claus
– and that he really has ﬂown specially in
from the North Pole for a visit to, say,
Canterbury!
Is it illegal to be a bit grumpy at Christmas?
I’d say it was compulsory.
© Rosemary – Woman’s Weekly
www.middlewall.co.uk
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Some Dates For Your Diary
27 November 10:45
28 November 19:45
"
20:00
29 November 19:00
"
19:00
30 November 18:00
1 December 12:00
2 December 14:00
3 December 10:00
4 December 10:45
6 December 19:00
"
19:00
7 December 10:00
8 December 19:00
9 December 14:00
10 December 10:30
11 December 10:45
"
16:00
12 December 19:45
13 December 19:00
"
19:00
14 December 18:00
16 December 14:00
18 December 10:45
"
18:20
20 December 19:30
"
20:00
21 December 10:00
25 December 10:45
1 January
10:30

1st Advent Service – Rev Paul Wilson (includes Christingle)
Prayer Meeting
Sacred Space (All Saints’ Church)
New Youth Club
Choral Group Rehearsal
WoW!
CAMEO
Craft Activities (Doreen Terrell’s home)
Ladies’ Prayer Breakfast (Canterbury Garden Centre)
2nd Advent (New Style) Service – Rev Paul Wilson
New Youth Club
Choral Group Rehearsal
Prayer Meeting
Deacons’ Meeting
Craft Activities (Doreen Terrell’s home)
Carers’ Coffee Morning
3rd Advent Service Rev Paul Wilson (all-age & Nativity Service)
Traditional Service of Carols & Lessons
Prayer Meeting
New Youth Club
Choral Group Rehearsal
WallaBies
Craft Activities (Doreen Terrell’s home)
4th Advent Service Rev Paul Wilson (includes Communion)
Carols by Candlelight
CAP Update (3 Gloucester Road)
Sacred Space (All Saints’ Church)
Prayer Meeting
Christmas Day Family Service (short service)
CTiW Joint Service (Harbour Street Christian Fellowship)

Please see the website calendar
for details of other events and in case of alterations
www.middlewall.co.uk

Here’s A Thought...
Christmas is the season when your neighbour keeps you awake
playing ‘Silent Night’.
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Birthday Greetings to:Lucy Gambrill
Margaret Bartlett
Margaret Goodger

May God
richly bless
you on your
special day!

10th January
12th February
12th February

BMS Birthday
Scheme
Supporting the work of the
Baptist Missionary Society

See June Gluning for details

Answers to A ‘Circular’ Quiz (page 16)
1c: Mr Allen was only planning on driving a few miles from his home to his daughter’s
home in Ruislip, but he inadvertently joined the M25 at nearby J16. He spent the
next two days going round in circles trying to find the correct exit.
2b: The couple won a prize on a local radio station – a paid-for mystery wedding.
“All we knew on the night before was that we’d be travelling at 50mph on our
wedding night,” says Mrs Glazier. “We thought Orient Express perhaps, very
romantic!”
They actually spent their wedding night on a coach going round the M25, although it
did have a four-poster bed in it.
3b: The Brighton and Hove Bus and Coach Company ran £15 guided tours of the
motorway between March and December 2012, but the service was cancelled.
Highlights of tour guide Nigel Pullan’s commentary included all of the junctions and
intersections along the route.
4b: The full quote is: “I can’t stand those who carp and criticise when they ought to be
congratulating Britain on a magnificent achievement and beating the drum for Britain
all over the world.”
5b: Lines include: “Oh no, this is the road to hell. Oh no, this is the road. This is the
road. This is the road to hell.”
6c: The word derives from Latin and the substance’s use as a building material dates
back to the Roman Empire.
7c: They’re on display at Clacket Lane services.
8c: Thames Water describes its workforce as “including shepherds”. Their sheepdogs
are presumably the original “reservoir dogs”!
9a: The sign can be seen in the cult hit when Withnail and Marwood are driving back
from a cottage. However, the M25 didn’t exist in 1969, when the film was set.
10c: Sadly. After all, unlike a regretful human waving goodbye to their 20s, the M25 is a
road.
www.middlewall.co.uk
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Useful Contact Details

Beryl’s Back!
You in Your Small Corner and I in Mine
Any of you who have visited our house may have noticed the strange things that
lurk here and there, such as weird clocks, parts of aircraft disguised as tables and
chairs and unconnected outside taps with running water. However, let me
assure you that we also have ‘normal’ things like a jug collection, various knickknacks and a few candles.
In fact, in a corner of the lounge stand three large flickering candles that were
given to us by various friends over recent years. They don’t drip wax on the
carpet and they cause no danger to the grandchildren when they visit – however,
now and again they do need new batteries!
We should be like that, shouldn’t we – every day shining our light for Christ in
our little corner and looking to Him for renewed energy in times of weakness.
It set me thinking, so I adapted someone else’s poem (at least I’m honest!) so
that we could finish this edition of The Messenger with just that – a timely
message about a light that outshines them all – the most genuine and
comforting you will ever come across:
Throughout the ages there have been
so many forms of light:
Oil lamps and candle glow
to cheer the darkest night.
Flickering gaslight once was used
to brighten up the gloom,
Then came electricity
to lighten every room.
The lighthouse shines its beams
across the seas that ebb and ﬂow
To warn unwary sailors
of the rocks which lurk below.
God gave another light,
His Son, to show to us the way.
Jesus, the Light of all the world
was born on Christmas Day.

We both wish you peace and joy this Christmas and
in the coming year.
Beryl and Tony
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Bible Study Groups:
Andrew Frame

794489

biblestudy@middlewall.co.uk

BMS Birthday Scheme:
June Gluning

771187

birthdays@middlewall.co.uk

Book Keeper:
Janet Payne

264186

treasurer@middlewall.co.uk

Choral Group:
Ray Jones

772997

juneray@orpheus.fsnet.co.uk

Church Flowers:
June Bennett

280430

Deacons:
Alison Oliver
Andrew Frame (Secretary)
Cheree Moyes
Jean Myhill

652953
794489
07970 313799
277297

alisono1983@gmail.com
secretary@middlewall.co.uk
chereebright@yahoo.co.uk
jean_myhill.gov@hotmail.co.uk

Messenger:
Tony & Beryl Harris

780969

messenger@middlewall.co.uk

Minister:
Rev Paul Wilson

273849

minister@middlewall.co.uk

Prayer Chain:
Beryl Harris
Margaret Frame
Jean Rothery

780969
794489
265276

prayer@middlewall.co.uk

Secretary:
Andrew Frame

794489

secretary@middlewall.co.uk

Website:
Tony Harris

780969

webmaster@middlewall.co.uk

Worship Group:
Jean Rothery

265276

jean.rothery@outlook.com

Young People’s Groups:
Anne Wilson

273849

ypf@middlewall.co.uk

If the person or organisation you want is not listed please contact the Secretary.
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