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Minister’s Letter

Beryl’s Back!
Do You Want a Pilot?

Winter 2015

As most of you will know, Tony loves flying –
aeroplanes, gliders, helicopters, gyrocopters, especially if he is at the
controls! However, he wasn’t so sure of going on a balloon flight until
Tricia persuaded him to join her recently and he loved it. The other thing
neither of us was keen on was the thought of going on a cruise. We’ve travelled
the canals many times and it’s a great experience, but I remember in my teens
feeling very sick on a fishing boat and also on a ferry across to Iona, and the
thought of 10 days at sea was not too appealing for either of us. However, our
intrepid friend Tricia has amazing powers of persuasion and so it was that a few
weeks’ ago we embarked on an adventure, a cruise liner and the trip of a lifetime
to encompass the shores of the British Isles, reasonably close to the shore and
with four stops in ten days.
With Kwells at the ready and anti-sickness wristbands securely fastened, the
trepid and intrepid travellers took the plunge – well not quite, although the
unsettling thought wasn’t far from our minds, but it was fantastic! We had a
wonderful time visiting Edinburgh, the Orkney Islands, Greenock (Glasgow)
and Dublin. At Edinburgh we docked adjacent to the Royal Yacht Britannia
and were privileged to be able to go on board and walk where royalty has walked
and see the various rooms they have enjoyed as a family on so many occasions.
Surprisingly, the engine room was an amazing, gleaming work of art that had to
be seen to be believed.
I sat in the Captain’s seat on the bridge and was enthralled by the beauty of one
of the most important items and, in this case, the most outstanding, magnificent
item on the ship – the compass. It set me thinking… the invisible force of a
ship’s compass keeps pointing in the right direction so that, in times of poor
visibility and choppy seas, the pilot can ensure the safety of all on board. As I
sat there I recalled some words of a chorus which most of you other oldies
might recall:
Do you want a pilot? Signal then to Jesus.
Do you want a pilot? Bid him come on board
For he will safely guide across the ocean wide
Until at last you reach the heavenly harbour!
What matters in the storms, and the calm, of life is whether or not we
follow the compass and allow ourselves to be guided by the Pilot.
Christmas Greetings to you all
Beryl Harris

Dear Friends,
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During my recent Sabbatical, which had prayer as its central focus, I delved into
a very helpful collection of prayers compiled by Mary Batchelor and published
by Lion Books. This volume became a treasured companion as I spent time in
communion with God – in that connection it proved to be an extremely helpful
launching-pad. It contains an interesting and rich variety of written and set
prayers from various Christian contexts and denominational settings.
Having come to this season of prayer from a much more extempore and nonliturgical background, I found the suggested prayers refreshing. I also hugely
appreciated their sheer variety and mind-stretching range.
As we approach Christmas, I thought it might be interesting to share some of
the prayers for Advent from this collection.
A Prayer of a New Guinea Christian:
Lord, oil the hinges of our hearts’ doors that they might swing gently
and easily to welcome your coming.
This keen anticipation and desire to be ready for our Lord’s coming – both in
the sense of reliving His First Advent and welcoming His Second Advent –
must surely inspire us as we reflect on the wonder of God’s interest in us and
His involvement with our world.
Before our Saviour arrived on the scene in Bethlehem over 2000 years ago, the
longing for God’s Messiah was intense. This longing, together with a deep
awareness of our own vulnerability and utter need, is also captured in the
following prayer from Frank Topping:
Here I lie in quiet hope
That you will come
To water my barren fields,
To make blossom the flower and fruit
That wither in merciless heat.
Do not forsake me.
A further intercession, selected by Mary Batchelor from ‘Prayers Before
Worship’, is very apt in terms of pleading for God to do a special work in our
hearts as Christmas nears. It also reflects the reality that He will not force
Himself upon us. Rather He will seek to prepare us and thrill us with His
liberating message of eternal hope and happiness:
1
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Father, through John the Baptist you tried to prepare your people for the
coming of Jesus. Will you try to prepare us too? Prepare our hearts and
minds that we may know what to look for in the coming of Jesus Christ
into our world … May we show the joy of the Advent message in our lives
day by day. Through Him who came at Christmas time.

Birthday Gree ngs to:Lucy Gambrill
Margaret Bartle
Margaret Goodger

Finally, my favourite Advent prayer from Mary Batchelor’s collection, which
she lifts from the 1980 edition of the ‘Alternative Service Book’ –
Almighty God,
Give us grace to cast away the works of darkness
And to put on the armour of light,
Now in the time of this mortal life,
In which your Son Jesus Christ came to us
In great humility;
So that on the last day,
When He shall come again in His glorious majesty
To judge the living and the dead,
We may rise to the life immortal.
Through Him who is alive and reigns with you
And the Holy Spirit, now and ever. Amen.

May God
richly bless
you on your
special day!

10th January
12th February
12th February

BMS Birthday Scheme
Suppor ng the work of the
Bap st Missionary Society

See June Gluning for details

Christmas Knight Puzzle (page 16) 3d(M), 5e(E), 6g(R), 4h(R), 3f(Y), 5g(C), 7f(H), 6d(R),
4e(I), 5c(S), 7b(T), 8d(M), 6c(A), 4b(S).

May I take this opportunity of thanking you for your prayerful support over
what has proved to be a challenging yet faith-building year for us as a
Manse family.
May I also personally wish you a Christ-filled and joyous Christmas.
(Submitted by Penny Tobin)

Yours in His service,

Rev Paul Wilson

Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Appeal
Many thanks to everyone for their contributions to the Shoebox Appeal
this year – either by prayer, cash donation, or providing boxes. We
have forwarded 33 filled boxes this year – an
excellent total!
Tricia Price
2
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How about if, instead of giving you everything you
want for Christmas, I give you what you need?
www.middlewall.co.uk
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Some Dates For Your Diary
29 November 10:45 1st Advent Service Rev Paul Wilson
(includes Christingle)
2 December 19:30 WoW Prayer & Practice Session
3 December 12:00 CAMEO
5 December 10:00 Ladies’ Prayer Breakfast (at Canterbury Garden Centre)
6 December 10:45

2nd

Advent Service Rev David Stedman

9 December 18:00 WallaBies
12 December 10:30 Carers’ Coffee Morning
13 December 10:45 3rd Advent Service Rev Paul Wilson
(includes all-age & Nativity Service)
13 December 16:00 Traditional Service of Carols & Lessons
(at Harbour Street Christian Fellowship)
16 December 19:30 WoW Praise Session

Merry Christmas
Wishing everyone at Whitstable Baptist Church a lovely Christmas
and good wishes for the New Year, with many thanks for all the
prayer support over the past year.
Lots of love
Lise, Peter, Christina & Isabelle Thomason,
Joan & Bernard Faulkner.

20 December 10:45 4th Advent Service Rev Paul Wilson (includes Communion)
20 December 18:30 Carols by Candlelight (with a difference!)
22 December 20:00 Sacred Space (All Saints’ Church)
25 December 10:45 Christmas Day Family Service
27 December 10:30 CTiW Joint Service (at St. John’s Methodist Church)
Please see the weekly Fellowship News or the website calendar
for details of other events and in case of alterations

THE DEADLINE for the next (Spring) issue of
The Messenger is…

Tricia and Malcolm would like to wish all the
church family a contented Christmas and a
peaceful New Year.

Sunday 7th February
…which may seem a long way off but you have actually only
got 69 days to write those thank you notes, or that article about
your holiday, advertise a forthcoming event, write an inspiring short story (no
more than 800 words please) or tell us how God has helped you recently! Please
ensure your contributions are handed (or preferably emailed) to Beryl or Tony by
that date.
Thank you
email: messenger@middlewall.co.uk
22
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Middle Wall Milestone

The Messenger
10 YEARS

It hardly seems possible but Sunday December 6th marks the
10th anniversary of the Choral Group singing in our services for the first
time! A milestone for which the present members are thankful to the
Lord, in whose service and for whose glory we sing. During that time the
Group has sung on just short of 150 occasions mostly, but not exclusively,
Sunday Morning Services, and has presented 117 different songs.
Rehearsals commenced in the Autumn of 2005 with around twenty members
including the Accompanist and Leader and membership has remained around
the twenty mark, sometimes with a few over and at others, as of now, a few
below. No auditions were held then and none are held now; singers just come
along and soon realise whether or not the Group is for them.
As the Leader, I would like to publicly thank all the past and present members
who have so willingly and sincerely given their time and energy to this part of
our Church life at Middle Wall; it has been a source of encouragement to me.
I should particularly like to express my thanks and those of the singers to our
ever loyal, competent and enthusiastic accompanist, Janet Payne, for all her
work in playing for us throughout the ten years.
We meet to rehearse in the Sanctuary at 7.00pm for around an hour on three or
four Tuesdays each month, excluding August. Once a month we sing during
the Morning Service, again excluding August, and have a run-through in the
West Room at 10.00am. Dates for rehearsals and Sundays are arrived at
according to members’ availability and in consultation with our Minister
regarding the Sundays. Around Christmas time we possibly sing on two
Sundays, including the Carols by Candlelight Service.
The songs that we sing are almost entirely chosen from various sources by the
Leader, according to their suitability for the singers’ competence and the
relevance of the words to our reason for singing; that being to bring blessing,
encouragement or challenge to the listener and to ourselves, always seeking to
bring glory to God in so doing. Rehearsals are times of prayer, hard work, fun
and fellowship and have very often brought times of real awareness of God’s
presence as we have been singing. It’s a real privilege to experience such
moments.
Over the past ten years singers have come and gone for various reasons, all
perfectly reasonable and in some cases deeply sad, but around two-thirds of
the current number were there at the beginning and have remained valued
and faithful members during that time. However, we would really
4
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Just Talk To Me
by Bill Colclough
Don’t be afraid if you don’t understand
Don’t fear you won’t do it right
Don’t worry about performing
Just talk to me
Don’t need no words you can’t define
Don’t need a special voice you keep reserved just for me
Don’t even have to close your eyes
Just talk to me
Don’t need to wait until you’re hopeless
Don’t need a particular reason to call
Don’t need to fake your holiness
Just talk to me
Don’t worry that you don’t love me enough
Don’t need to do anything special
Don’t pretend you’re someone or something that you’re not
Just talk to me
Don’t need some formal speech
about all the social and theological issues of the day
Don’t be afraid I won’t listen
Don’t use lots of fancy phrases you heard some preacher say
Just talk to me
Don’t try to be impressive
Don’t think about your image
Don’t need to be self-conscious
Just talk to me
Don’t worry about what I might say or think about you
Don’t be concerned if you lose your train of thought
Don’t be surprised if I talk back
Just talk to me
Don’t forget to listen
Don’t forget I care more than you can possibly imagine
Don’t worry about the silence
Just talk to me
Just talk to me
Just talk to me.
(Submitted by Carole Holgate)
www.middlewall.co.uk
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Edith Cavell – Faith Before The Firing Squad
Edith Cavell was born on 4th December, 150 years ago and
this year marks the centenary of her execution. Many
remember her patriotism, but Edith said patriotism was not
enough. Many saw her as a hero and a martyr; some even think
she was a spy. But Edith asked to be remembered ‘… only as
a nurse who tried to do her duty’.
A new book, Edith Cavell – Faith Before The Firing Squad
by Catherine Butcher (Monarch, £8.99), traces the roots of her
confidence, her love for others expressed in practical, selfless
service to friend and foe alike, as well as her courage helping
fugitives from war to find freedom.
Edith Louisa Cavell was a British nurse who saved the lives of
soldiers from both sides and helped some 200 Allied soldiers
escape from German-occupied Belgium during the First World
War, for which she was arrested, found guilty of treason and shot by a German firing
squad. Her execution was greeted with worldwide condemnation and extensive press
coverage. A woman of profound faith, she told her chaplain on the night before her
execution, “Standing as I do in view of God and eternity, I realize that patriotism is not
enough. I must have no hatred or bitterness towards anyone.”
It is to Butcher’s immense credit that, while showing the reader that Cavell was a
woman of Anglican Faith, she doesn’t make Cavell into a saint. Cavell has flaws, she is
human. Butcher does this not by only looking at the reason for why Cavell was sent
away to school, but also by looking at some of the evaluations of Cavell by her teachers
and superiors. It doesn’t weaken the image of Cavell; in many ways, it strengthens it.
Butcher takes the time to show the reader how Cavell developed as a young girl and
woman. She traces, briefly, the lives of Cavell’s parents, connecting that to the woman
that Cavell would become. This also allows Butcher to illustrate the society that Cavell
grew up in. This is furthered when Butcher looks at Cavell’s love for animals and artists
such as Landseer. It isn’t just Cavell that gets painted well, it is her world.
This background and focus on children ties into Cavell’s decision to work as a nurse.
There is no romance in Cavell’s nursing career, just hard work. Butcher details the work
before the War, including when Cavell runs the hospital/nursing school where she will
save soldiers’ lives.
The rescue aspect of her life story is detailed well, and Butcher does an excellent job of
not letting it overwhelm the other sections of the tale. Included in this section are also
accounts of those soldiers Cavell aided.
Butcher handles Cavell’s final days quite well. She doesn’t romanticize her death. While
Cavell comes across as determined and somewhat at peace with the sentence, Butcher
does not shy away from giving detail that shows Cavell as frightened. Again, this makes
Cavell far more heroic.
The 100th anniversary of Cavell’s death is this year, and this book is a fitting tribute to a
remarkable woman.
20
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welcome some new members to help continue this part of our worship and
witness at Middle Wall into the future.
If you enjoy singing and, from where I sit in the
congregation, it’s clear that lots of you do and
have good voices, how about coming along to
give it a try? Don’t worry if you don’t read
music; you would not be the only one! Help is
given by way of rehearsal CDs and no-one
expects the songs to be mastered at first sight.
Speak to one of the current members or to me if
you would like to know more. Come along and
join your voice with ours in praising the Lord
and in spreading His Gospel of love and
salvation in song. You will be most welcome!
Ray Jones

The Year Gabriel Burst Into Tears
“And she brought forth her firstborn son,
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn.” (Luke 2:7)
One of my favourite things about the Advent season is watching the children as
they take part in the nativity play. It always brings a tear and a large smile.
This verse always takes me back to my youngest son, Daniel, and his first
nativity play. He was just three years old and he was dressed up as the angel
Gabriel – the cutest angel Gabriel I ever saw. All was going well until Mary and
Joseph got to the scene where the inn keeper says “No room”.
As those words were spoken, Daniel burst into tears and rushed out to attack
the little innkeeper. He was totally inconsolable! The innkeeper started to cry,
and then other children started to cry. Embarrassed and apologetic, his dad and
I managed to remove him from the scene, still crying inconsolably. We left
behind an audience fighting back fits of laughter.
As the angels in heaven rejoice when one sinner repents, I wonder if they cry,
like Daniel did, when Jesus comes knocking at our hearts and finds no room.
I wonder how they will feel as they watch our festivities this Christmas. Will
they laugh and celebrate with us, or will our indifference to the Great Tidings of
Good News break their hearts? Will you make room in your heart for Jesus?
Will you make the angels smile, or cry?
Norma Murrain © Parish Pump
www.middlewall.co.uk
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Christmas in a Nutshell
We’re at that time of year again! But is Christmas just about the shopping, tree
or presents? In a nutshell, it’s all about a God who has showed up on earth.
The creator of the universe, whose hands flung stars into space, cared enough to
come to earth as a tiny baby. ‘The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the
neighbourhood.’ (John 1:14, The Message).
Every year we sing carols and retell the same story of the donkey, innkeeper,
stable, angels, shepherds, star, wise men, gifts and Mary and Joseph with baby!
It’s interesting, because when we celebrate other birthdays, we don’t recall the
details of the pregnancy or birth.
So why do we do all this? In a nutshell, it’s about God, who has seen the mess
of this world and stepped down to meet our deepest need of relationship with
Himself:
‘When the time came, He set aside the privileges of deity and took on the
status of a slave, and became human! Having become human, He stayed
human. It was an incredibly humbling process. He didn’t claim special
privileges. Instead, He lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a selfless,
obedient death.’ (Philippians 2, The Message).
Reflecting on Jesus in the manger is a great place to start, but there's so much
more than a cute baby lying in the bed of straw:

If our greatest need had been information,
God would have sent us an educator.
If our greatest need had been technology,
God would have sent us a scientist.
If our greatest need had been money,
God would have sent us an economist.
If our greatest need had been pleasure,
God would have sent us an entertainer.
But our greatest need was forgiveness,
so God sent us a Saviour.

6
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worked on a milk float as well as in a sweet shop and then a bike shop.
When he left school he joined the bike shop full time and it became the local
epicentre of the 1970s skateboard boom. When the skateboard market collapsed he
bought the surplus stock to sell privately. Spending all his time on the shop phone
talking to prospective customers eventually got him sacked but gave him enough
money to start what he planned to be his own bike shop.
Instead, a call from an estate agent mate – who was selling a toyshop in
Amersham – proved fateful. Gary and his wife Catherine took it over despite
having no knowledge of the sector. It seemed an ambitious move for the then 23year-old. But he said life had already taught him that if one job finishes another
would come along. Each week he added up the shop’s income and outgoings on
the back of a brown envelope. “Money in, money out, that’s how you manage cash
flow,” he says.
Using profit to grow the business was initially slow but the collapse of then rival
Zodiac Toys in 1991 proved a turning point. It enabled The Entertainer to secure
its first shopping centre store – normally impossible for such a small retailer – and
from thereon expansion increased.
Shops are still its main source of income – providing 80% of sales, with the rest
online. It’s a split Mr Grant’s happy with and he gets angry at the suggestion that
some people inevitably use the shops to look at the toys, but then go online to buy
them cheaper.
“If you don’t value customer service, range, store ambience, advice… then go and
buy off Amazon because I’m not going to waste my time,” he says. His stance is
that the chain offers “outstanding value” but is not necessarily the cheapest. It
costs at least £300,000 to open a shop and he says some of that cost has to be
factored in. “It’s about getting a balance. We offer value and value isn’t just price.”
Gary Grant says he went “ballistic” when one of his staff overlooked a child in the
queue and served the adult behind instead. Now all shops have step stools to
ensure children are seen and can pay for things themselves.
The business is owned wholly between his wife and four children, two of whom
work in senior roles alongside him, and the firm’s success has bought him plenty of
material happiness, but the achievement of which he is proudest is that he has given
lots of people a chance. Below board level many senior staff have come up through
the company and, not surprisingly, you can get a job at The Entertainer without any
qualifications at all. “If I hadn’t been given opportunities maybe I wouldn’t have
had a business this size. I want everybody to have an opportunity,” he says.
*Nearest Stores to Whitstable: Ashford,
Maidstone, Bluewater & Lakeside.
© BBC News

www.middlewall.co.uk

19

The Messenger

The Messenger

The Entertainer

The Touch of the Master’s Hand

“Numbers are my thing”, says Gary Grant, the founder of toy shop chain ‘The
Entertainer’. He doesn’t really need to say it. In an hour in his company, the
conversation is peppered with numbers: how many shillings make a pound, how old
he was when something important happened in his life and the dates of historic
occasions. When he can’t remember a number, he keeps interrupting himself,
returning back to the original topic, until he does.
To a non-maths person it’s exhausting, but it’s an insight into how Mr Grant’s mind
works. He is dyslexic, but says maths was “easy peasy”. He failed his 11-plus exam
and hence went to what he calls the “failures’ school”, which he left at 16 with just
one qualification – O-level maths.
Now he looks at spreadsheets and can tell instantly if something’s wrong, adds up
without using a calculator and, to this day, checks the weekly cash flow, signs every
cheque and approves, or not, all outgoings.
His forensic attention to numbers has paid off. The Entertainer opened its first
shop in 1981. It now has 110 UK stores* (plus four overseas) and made a £7.8m
pre-tax profit in 2014 on sales just shy of £130m, up almost a third on the previous
year.
Its success comes in spite of what appears to be a determinedly non-commercial
approach to running a business. Mr Grant became a Christian in 1991, a decade
after he opened his first shop. His faith was so strong he almost quit to become a
missionary, but instead decided to make the business compatible with his beliefs.
As a result, the shop never opens on Sunday, doesn’t stock Halloween goods or
realistic weaponry and gives 10% of the chain’s profits to charity. “We just want to
be comfortable with what we’re selling,” he says.
Before his conversion, when one religious customer told him he was “encouraging
children to pay with darkness”, and that if he stopped “the Lord will repay your
business in other ways”, he admits he thought she was “a fruitcake”. “I just
explained that I bought and sold things and made a profit and that’s what being in
business was all about”. Now, like her, he says the firm’s continuing success is no
surprise, noting that the Bible states: “Those who honour Me I will honour”.
When the firm faced its toughest time, at the height of the 2008 financial crisis, he
called in a vicar and took the unusual approach of inviting head office staff to pray
with them. He was astonished by how many people turned up. They met weekly
for around four months – praying for the staff of collapsed rival Woolworths, for
wisdom for the government and their own economic situation. In the end the firm
ended 2008 no worse off than when it started.
Surviving is what Mr Grant was good at long before he founded his own
business. “If I wanted anything I had to go out and earn it,” he says. Whilst
still at school, he did paper rounds, collected empty beer bottles and
18
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‘Twas battered and scarred and the Auctioneer thought
it scarcely worth his while
to waste much time on the old violin, but he held it with a smile.
“What am I bidden, good folks?” he cried,
“Who’ll start the bidding for me’?
A guinea, a guinea, then two, two guineas, and who will make it three?
Three guineas once, three guineas twice, going for three,” .. . . but no
From the room far back, a grey-haired man
came forward and picked up the bow.
Then wiping the dust from the old violin,
and tightening the loosened strings,
He played a melody, pure and sweet as a carolling angel sings.
The music ceased, and the Auctioneer,
in a voice that was quiet and low, said:
“What am I bid for the old violin?” and he held it up with the bow.
“A thousand guineas and who’ll make it two?
Two thousand and who’ll make it three’?
Three thousand once, three thousand twice, and going and gone,” said he.
The people cheered, but some of them cried: “We do not understand,
What’s changed its worth?” Swift came the reply:
“The touch of the master’s hand.”
And many a man with life out of tune,
and battered and scarred with sin,
Is auctioned cheap to a thoughtless crowd, much like the old violin.
A mess of pottage, a glass of wine, a game, and he passes on,
He is going once, he is going twice, he is going and almost gone!
But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd
can never quite understand
The worth of a soul, and the change that’s wrought
by the touch of the Master’s Hand.
(Submitted by Pam Tyler)
www.middlewall.co.uk
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What is Art?
Joseph Mallord William Turner, RA was born in 1775, an English Romanticist
landscape painter. He was considered a controversial figure in his day but is now
regarded as the artist who elevated landscape painting to an eminence rivalling
history painting.
He produced such works as ‘Rain, Steam and Speed’; ‘St John’s Church,
Margate’ and ‘The Fighting Temeraire’ – art to stir the Victorian imagination.
Turner came to Margate in 1786. Here he produced a series of drawings of the
town and surrounding area, foreshadowing his later work. Turner returned to
Margate many times in later life.
Margate opened the Turner Contemporary gallery in 2011 to celebrate the
artist’s link with the town.
What masterpieces are to be seen there?
A stack of cardboard boxes that a lady falls on from a height of 20 feet; music
played on instruments made of junk; a man running into the eye of a tornado,
filming as he went; a shed that is pitch black inside with things hanging (they
will lend you a torch if you want one). There is also a glass trampoline, among
other oddities!
As for one of Turner’s paintings? No, they are in London!
Art was designed by God as a form of worship. The Bible may not come out
and say “this is art” but there are many verses
that talk about art.
Aristotle the Greek philosopher said, “The aim
of art is to represent not the outward
appearance of things, but their inward
significance.”

Beware - the ‘Nile'
virus is coming…
Not even most advanced antivirus programmes from Norton
or McAfee can take care of
this email virus.
It appears to target those who
were born before 1980.
The viral symptoms cause you
to...


Send the same email twice
(done that)



Send a blank email (that
too)



Send an email to the wrong
person (yup)



Send it back to the person
who sent it to you (Ah ha)



Forget to attach the
attachment (done that)



Hit “Send” before you’ve
finished (oh no, not again)



Hit “Delete” instead of
“Send” (hate that)



Hit "Send" when you should
“Delete”.

Andrew Frame

Here’s A Thought...
Life without God is like an unsharpened pencil…
it has no point!

06:50 Jan 02

Wife: Help! Windows
frozen, won't open.
Husband: Pour
some lukewarm
water over it and
gently tap the
edges with
something solid.
Wife: Computer really
messed up now!

It is called the “C-Nile Virus"....
(Submitted by Andrew Frame)
(Submitted by Cheree Moyes)
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Recipe for a Good Holiday!

Just For Fun!
Christmas Knight

Solut
ions
elsew
here

Let a knight start on any square marked ‘M’ on
the chessboard below. Then move* the knight so
that it will move through the squares spelling out –

Merry Christmas.
*Knights move 1 square horizontally & 2 vertically,
or 2 horizontally & 1 vertically
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Ingredients:*
Beef
691 kg
Butter
15,100 portions
Preparation:
Cheese
433 kg
Have a team of 71 people in the
Cream
56 ltr
Galley assemble the ingredients as
Eggs
7120
necessary; add dozens of waiters to
Fish
1,322 kg
serve as required in four different
Flour
658 kg
restaurants at breakfast, lunch, dinner
Ice Cream
570 ltr
and supper – plus morning coffee
Lamb
255 kg
and afternoon tea. Repeat for ten
Milk
2,640 ltr
days whilst circumnavigating the
Pork
1,477 kg
British Isles in the splendid Fred
Potatoes
2,311 kg
Olsen ship, MS Braemar.
Poultry
1,527 kg
Vegetables
3,585 kg
Serves 900 for 10 days!
Whipping Cream
557 ltr
Food was only one aspect of our recent (first time) cruise but it did seem to be a
significant part! Add to this the pleasure of visiting Edinburgh (for the Royal
Military Tattoo); the Orkney Islands; Greenock (near Glasgow, for the Cowal
Highland Games – the world’s biggest!) and Dublin and you have the makings of a
truly memorable holiday.
Of course, having a few friends along helps as well. As does good weather, calm
seas, glorious sunsets, a very attentive, professional and friendly crew and ‘hotel’
staff.
One thing we didn’t expect was how busy we would be! There was loads to do
every day, although none of it was compulsory, of course. Apart from the shore
trips, there was a swimming pool and Jacuzzis, yoga classes, ballroom dancing,
quizzes, golf, deck quoits, shuffleboard, bridge, darts, craft, carpet bowls, bingo,
Pilates, table-tennis, singing classes, music recitals, napkin folding lessons and
dolphin racing (yes, really!) And to round off every day there was the on-board
entertainment – a highly talented group of singers and dancers together with
comedians and musicians.
It’s difficult to say which was the ‘best bit’: The ‘tattoo’ was brilliant and the
‘games’ were fun, and having tea on the Royal Yacht Britannia after visiting the
royal state rooms (very grand!) was quite special. Thanks, Tricia, for
recommending it all! (If you want to see the photos, just ask!!)
Tony & Beryl
*From the Ship’s Log
www.middlewall.co.uk
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Christmas Customs

Your giving
to Home
Mission…

What does it mean to you? Cards and presents,
good things to eat, trimmings and decorations, carols and
nativity plays, crackers and pantomimes?
‘Christ’s Mass’ is an ancient Christian church service at which
people give praise and glory to God. Christians believe that
Jesus Christ was born in a stable in Bethlehem about two
thousand years ago and was the Son of God.

… has made a
difference to a lot
of people in these SEBA
churches…
… Aldershot, Aylesham, Chiddingfold, Earlswood, East Worthing,
South Ashford, Swalecliﬀe, Farnborough, Strode Crescent, Hawkinge,
Pulborough Brook, Blackboys, ‘Word on the Street’, Kent Thameside
and North Northﬂeet.
These are just some of the Bap st Churches and Projects you have
supported through your giving to Home Mission over recent years.
Home Mission is all about helping Bap st Churches and Projects, here
in the South Eastern Bap st Associa on, to reach their mission
poten al and bring the love of God to their communi es.
Want to know more about Home Mission? Speak to Tricia or check
out our web-site at - www.seba-bap st.org.uk or
contact Rev Paul Kerley (Regional Minister) at
paul@seba-bap st.org.uk
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Religious Customs
The story of Jesus’ birth explains many of the things we see and
do at Christmas time. It explains why we sing carols about Jesus, and
why we sometimes put a star on top of the Christmas tree, like the star the three
Wise Men followed. It explains why we put on nativity plays, why we make
Christmas cribs and why we give presents, just as the Wise Men gave gifts to
Jesus.
The Winter Festivals
Many of our Christmas customs began long before Jesus was born. In ancient
times the sun was sometimes worshipped as a god. Christmas Day falls in the
middle of winter when there is little sun and the days are short. Pagans lit sacred
fires and held ceremonies at this time of year, hoping to give the sun back its
strength.
Deck the Halls
Christians continued the old Roman custom of decorating their homes with
evergreens, not to worship Saturn, but to celebrate the birthday of Jesus.
Presents
The Wise Men, Kings, or Magi, were always a part of the Nativity scene. The
story of their visit to the Christ Child is told in Matthew 2:1 but doesn’t state
how many wise men actually came from the east nor does it mention their
names or their method of travel. It is only assumed they travelled by camel –
they could have easily travelled by foot. The Bible doesn’t claim these men to
be kings; however, it is speculated they were at least learned men and perhaps
even astrologers but three gifts were presented: gold, frankincense and myrrh.
Many believe that these gifts brought by the wise men may well have been the
origin of our present-day custom of gift giving at Christmas – or, as many
religious people believe, it is a showing of our desire to emulate the
unselfishness of Christ. Whatever the origin, the practice has become universal.
(From ‘The Ladybird book of Christmas Customs’ and
www.merry-christmas.com)
www.middlewall.co.uk
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Why Jesus Came When He Did

Age UK Whitstable

Galatians chapter 4, verse 4 has the interesting phrase, “When the fullness of
time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman…”. What is “the fullness
of time” which today we mark as 1 AD, even if Jesus may actually have been
born a few years earlier?

Getting Ready For Winter
Winter is on the way and the forecasters are predicting a cold one. The clocks
have gone back and the evenings are long and dark. At Age UK Whitstable we
are very mindful that older people may struggle during this period, particularly
with worries about the cost of keeping warm.
Those most in need may qualify for assistance with insulating their loft or with
installing double glazing in order to reduce the cost of heating their home. We
can help an older person through the maze of additional payments, whether it is
warm home discount schemes, winter fuel payments or cold weather payments,
there is help available for those most at risk.
If you are finding it difficult to get out, Age UK Herne Bay can deliver a hot,
freshly cooked meal to an older person’s home in Whitstable, helping to ensure
they eat well and stay healthy. For those who are feeling lonely or socially
isolated, we can arrange a regular visit from a volunteer befriender. To find out
more about any of the above please phone 01227 272055.
If you have a little time to spare and would like to find out about joining our
team of volunteers please contact Gill Ball on 07735 556811 or email
agecorecruiter@btinternet.com

During its 1100+ years (753 BC to 410 AD), Rome had gradually conquered
what today we know as Italy and Sicily, expanding also to Africa and beyond.
The real explosion into the whole Mediterranean area and western and northern
Europe only began in earnest in the 100 years or so before Christ, under
brilliant generals like Pompey, Crassus and Sulla, and then consolidated and
expanded further by Julius Caesar and his successors.
By the time Christ was born, the broad footprint of the Roman Empire was
fixed. Hence there was a degree of stability – the message of the new religion
was not impeded by massive social or political upheaval. Roman creative
technology had led to the making of quality roads (the foundations of routes of
some still being evident in Britain today), so communicating and spreading the
good news of a risen Christ was much easier than it would have been a century
before.
There was also order in the Empire. Though Roman rule was often hated, there
was firm political regulation and control, sufficient to allow a peace – “pax
Romana” – in which new ideas (and a new religion) could flourish. Though
opposed by the Jews and several Roman emperors (who persecuted the Church
and created thousands of martyrs), Christianity slowly spread.
There were also many trade routes at that time; overseas commercial links were
encouraged. Transport was available to enable movement of goods – and
people – fairly efficiently. The opportunity to meet in homes was readily
available. By the time of the conversion of Emperor Constantine in 313 AD,
Christianity had reached most, if not all, of the Roman world.
Rome began to fall apart in the 4th century (although the seeds were sown
earlier). The empire imploded into confusion and fighting as the barbarians
moved down from the north. So 1 AD was the perfect time,
as is all God’s timing, to launch the fulfilment of God’s
Eden promise to mankind. In the fullness of time,
God did indeed send His Son, and His timing will
be no less perfect in the coming again of His Son
in power and glory.

Messenger Matters
You may not be aware of the teamwork required to produce each copy of this
magazine, ensuring that it is compiled, edited, proof-read, corrected, printed,
collated, stapled, folded and posted (both physically and on-line) for your
enjoyment.
However, one long-standing member of this team has decided that she can
‘stand’ no more. Lucy Gambrill has been part of the production team for a very
long time and we will miss her valued contribution.
Fortunately, our readers will still be able to enjoy future issues of The
Messenger, thanks to other team members, but we record our grateful thanks to
Lucy and, if anyone else feels that they
would like to help in some way, please
contact one of us.
Thank you
Tony, Beryl & Jane

© Parish Pump
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Christians Against Poverty

The statistics on what debt does to people are shocking: a third of CAP’s clients
contemplated or attempted suicide and two thirds missed meals. Many parents
report missing meals – some eating only on two days out of seven. Imagine.
Debt is no respecter of persons and here in Whitstable there are many people for
whom debt has become unmanageable and is a constant and increasingly
debilitating worry.
What a privilege it is therefore for us as Whitstable Churches to be able to offer
help and hope in our town! The Centre has only been operational since April but
already eight clients have been visited and are now at various stages on their journey
to being debt free.
So how does this all work? In summary, anyone in need contacts CAP themselves
using Freephone 0800 328 0006. Using postcode areas, CAP makes an
appointment for the most local Centre Manager, along with a Support Worker, to
visit the client in the privacy of their own home. They share the story of CAP,
explain the help that is available and offer prayer – which few refuse. If the person
wishes to go ahead, a further appointment is made to collect information. With this
information, CAP create a budget and advise on the best route out of debt. CAP
support each client until they become debt free.
Helping our local Manager, Joyce, are trained Support Workers and between them
they connect with people, get detailed financial information, and then communicate
the CAP proposals that will, over time, enable them to become debt free.
For more information on how you could support the work CAP do contact our
local Debt Centre Manager on joycemitchell@capuk.org or 07519 858951.
The service is offered free to clients. This is made possible by churches between
them committing to giving the costs of running the local centre, including a
monthly donation to CAP to cover the basic costs.
But this raises only a proportion of funds needed to run CAP, so over 27,000
faithful supporters – ‘Life Changers’, each give a few pounds a month to the work
of CAP. Could you become a ‘Life Changer’? Every supporter is valued and
appreciated. If this has touched your heart and you want to know more, please
contact Joyce as above.
And, very importantly, if you, a member of your family, or a
friend would benefit from this service please phone free on:
0800 328 0006 for an appointment with our Centre Manager.
For further information visit www.capdebthelp.org

Free debt counselling in your community from an award-winning charity.

Earlier this year Churches Together in Whitstable celebrated the opening of a CAP
Debt Centre. We have become one of over 280 Debt Centres throughout the UK.
Each one has a Manager who is a trained CAP Agent. The Manager is the front-line
contact for local people and is supported by a highly experienced team of experts
based in Bradford.
CAP is an award-winning, professional, Christian organisation which is bringing lifechanging help to people with unmanageable debt. CAP exists to ‘Lift people out of
debt and poverty’. In pursuit of that objective, CAP works with local churches to
address some of the causes of debt and poverty, and they now help thousands of
people every year.
The statistics are impressive and humbling. Last year alone 2,534 clients became
debt free, but perhaps even more exciting is that over 790 people gave their lives to
Jesus through the work of CAP.
CAP’s expertise, hand in hand with the local church, is a wonderful demonstration
of the Gospel in action. In addition to the UK, CAP work has now become an
international ministry, currently working in Australia, New Zealand and Canada.
Here in the UK, CAP has been recognised with awards including overall second
place in the ‘Sunday Times Best Not-For-Profit Organisation to Work For – 2015’,
following the announcement in the Credit Today Awards 2014 as the company
winning the Martin Williams Award for Contribution to the Credit Industry.
CAP’s growing reputation is enabling the Christian voice to be heard in the credit
industry. They engage with the industry on behalf of clients and provide training
that helps creditors understand how best to work for the good of their vulnerable
clients. This is allowing them to shape the industry.
The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), for example, has been so
impressed by their work that they’ve signed a national partnership agreement to
recommend CAP’s services through JobCentrePlus. Also, the largest enforcement
agency in the UK visited CAP and were so impressed by their work that they said
they'd be willing to do everything in their power to help clients who are working
with CAP.
Please imagine a mum and dad: they have children; mum gives up work to look
after them, but one wage is not enough; mum becomes ill and can’t go back
to work; debts spiral out of control. There’s no way out.
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