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Minister’s Letter

Beryl’s Back!

Summer 2015

All Things Bright and Beautiful
The snowdrops and crocuses, the beautiful mass of daffodils that is the Marie
Curie Field of Hope in Canterbury, and more recently the vibrant tulips, have all
shown their faces in colourful array for a short period of time and then bid their
farewell for another year. Then, the other day, we went to see the amazing array
of bluebells in the woods near the lovely village of Wye with Chris and Ken, and
Margaret (Stark). If you don’t get to see them in all their glory (the bluebells,
that is!) within the short window of time when they are at their best, that’s it for
another year.
So we had gradually built up to one of the loveliest days of the year – Michael
and Marie’s ‘garden party’. Some may just call it a fundraising coffee morning
but the beauty and colour, the mixture of blooms, the chatter and banter of
family, friends and neighbours, make it one of the happiest days of the summer.
Of course the wonderful array of cakes has nothing to do with the attraction of
this annual event!
All year round Michael tends the garden with loving care and expertise. He puts
hours, days, weeks, into making it beautiful, productive, sensory and relaxing.
This year, with the ‘party’ held earlier than usual, there were as yet none of the
‘odd’ vegetables which one can usually spot among the flowers but instead there
was an absolutely amazing perfume emanating from the wallflowers which were
still there in their masses. Michael knows which plants are hardy and strong and
which need extra special, tender care. He keeps his eye on them daily and
nurtures them with love, maybe checks in a book for guidance and I’m assuming
he even talks to them!
So, as we picture the beautiful, colourful, amazing place that is Michael and
Marie’s garden, what a simple spiritual parallel we can draw. For our part, we
need to respond to God’s loving care, talk to Him constantly, be fed and
watered from His Word, enhance our surroundings and
in turn sow seeds of love. As He waters our
endeavours, fruit will grow and beauty will abound.
We may encounter some odd specimens here and
there (we may even be one ourselves) but we all have our
place in God’s garden – let’s do our utmost to make it special
for others to enjoy because, after all, He has given us the
responsibility of helping to fill this world with beauty, love and
harmony.
Beryl Harris
20
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Dear Friends,
‘We are the people of His pasture, the flock under His care’
Psalm 95v7

‘Encourage one another and build each other up’
1 Thessalonians 5v11

As most of you will be aware, some months back we started up a Carers’ Group
and this has now become an important part of our church life. The thought of
launching this group emerged from a growing realisation that so many of our
folk were involved in caring roles, looking after loved ones, yet in need of wider
fellowship, sensitive understanding and loving support themselves. As we
envisaged, the group has become a mutually supportive one, as the sharing and
praying together has fostered a spirit of fellow-feeling and encouragement. The
opportunity to express honestly the various challenges involved in caring, to
discuss and lovingly reinforce coping strategies, to seek strength in biblical
verses and to pray in a meaningful way for one another has been so very helpful.
Caring is also at the heart of our recent Sunday morning series on the subject of
the Church for we have been thinking about how God gathers us together and
gives us the assurance that we belong to Him. This enables us to become the
people He wants us to be, sharing, growing and journeying together within a
context of divine and mutual care.
The sheep and shepherd analogy is used in both Old and New Testaments to
convey the fact that we are the flock under God’s shepherdly care. It is vividly
conveyed in Psalm 23 where David, who certainly knows a thing or two about
looking after sheep, seeing a direct parallel with God’s care for His people, so
confidently declares: “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want” (v1). He then
expands on what this means in such realistic terms, from repeated episodes of
luxuriating in rich pasture to being guided carefully and reassuringly through
dark mountain passes.
Jesus captures the essence of His role in proclaiming “I am the Good Shepherd who
lays down His life for the sheep” (John 10v11) and later passes on the mantle of
pastoral caring to Peter with the words “Feed my lambs … Take care of my
sheep” (John 21 vs15&16). The New Testament holds up the twin thoughts of
God’s intimate care for us and His provision of meaningful care within the
loving context of the Church, and not just by pastors but in a mutual manner
too, as the members of His Body care for one another. I love the very
www.middlewall.co.uk
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endearing way in which St Paul, that exemplary pastor who refers to having the
responsibility of caring for many churches, testifies to the fact that he personally
had been so helped and uplifted because the Philippians sent him Epaphroditus,
to take care of his needs at a challenging point in his life.
So we have the injunctions to “Cast all your cares upon Him because He cares for
you” (1Peter 5v7) and to “have equal concern for each other” (1 Corinthians 12v25)
within the Body of Christ. The keen awareness of God’s loving concern for us
each step along our pathway releases, resources and mobilises us to be
concerned for others within the family of God and beyond. As God cares,
comforts and encourages us, we correspondingly have the responsibility and
capability to care, comfort and encourage one another and reach out to a
hurting world. In effect, we see that the very features of our
Carers’ Group are to be applied throughout the Church
Fellowship and in our wider witness.

Birthday Gree ngs to:Pam Tyler
June Gluning
Andrew Frame
Tony Harris

3rdJuly
22nd July
th
20 August
20th August

BMS Birthday Scheme

May God
richly bless
you on your
special day!

Suppor ng the work of the
Bap st Missionary Society

See June Gluning for details

Your pastor and friend,
Lateral Thinking (page 12/13)
1: man overboard, 2: I understand, 3: reading between the lines, 4: cross road, 5:tricycle,
6: two degrees below zero, 7: neon light, 8: six feet underground, 9: he’s by himself,
10: backward glance, 11: life after death, 12: think big, 13: long time no see!

Rev Paul Wilson

Here’s your order, Sir!
A thousand business cards
saying “Simon the Fisherman”!

Knot what you think!
The ability to tie good knots is a much under rated talent. Ah, for the days when
every child knew how to tie a bowline, a clove-hitch and a double-fisherman’s!
But the ability to untie knots can be just as useful.
Later that day...
Simon! From now on
you shall be known
as Peter!

(From the Friendship Book)

2
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(Submitted by Jacqueline Butler)

I was reminded of that by this prayer: “Dear God, please untie my knots; the
will-nots of my stubbornness, the can-nots of my fears and the am-nots of my
insecurities. Then turn my heart towards the have-nots of this world. And hold
me to you like a reef knot, which only becomes tighter when the two ends are
pulled apart.”

19
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My Sacrament

Some Dates For Your Diary
WoW!
CAMEO
Deacons’ Meeting
Morning Service Rev Paul Wilson
Communion Service Rev Paul Wilson
WallaBies
Carers’ Coffee Morning
Morning Service Rev Paul Wilson
Paul’s Sabbatical (until 15th September)
Ladies’ Prayer Breakfast at Pam Tyler’s
Communion Service Rev Dr Julie Hopkins
Café Church (location tba)
Morning Service Phillip O’Connor
CAMEO Outing
Carers’ Coffee Morning
Westmeads Open-Air Service
Communion Service Andrew Frame
Morning Service Terry Rees
Communion Service Rev Donald Lugg
Café Church (location tba)
Church Members’ Meeting
Morning Service Norman Critchell
Morning Service Terry Rees
Communion Service Tony Harris
Morning Service Geoff Rothery
Messenger Deadline (Autumn Edition)
Communion Service Rev Dr Julie Hopkins
Café Church (location tba)
Morning Service Norman Critchell
Morning Service Malcolm Hardie

3
4
5
7
7
10
11
14
16
20
21
21
28
2
4
5
5
12
19
19
23
26
2
2
9
9
16
16
23
30

June
19:30
June
12:00
June
19:30
June
10:45
June
18:30
June
18:00
June
10:30
June
10:45
June
June
09:30
June
10:45
June
17:00
June
10:45
July
12:00
July
10:30
July
10:30
July
18:30
July
10:45
July
10:45
July
17:00
July
19:30
July
10:45
August 10:45
August 18:30
August 10:45
August 12:00
August 10:45
August 17:00
August 10:45
August 10:45

Please see the weekly Fellowship News or the website calendar
for details of other events and in case of alterations
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Albert Orsborn (1886-1967)
My life must be Christ’s broken bread,
My love his outpoured wine,
A cup o’erfilled, a table spread
Beneath his name and sign,
That other souls, refreshed and fed,
May share his life through mine.
My all is in the Master’s hands
For him to bless and break;
Beyond the brook his winepress stands
And thence my way I take,
Resolved the whole of love’s demands
To give, for his dear sake.
Lord, let me share that grace of thine
Wherewith thou didst sustain
The burden of the fruitful vine,
The gift of buried grain.
Who dies with thee, O Word divine,
Shall rise and live again.
(Submitted by Ray Jones)

The Little Flower Girl
I had to laugh at the delightful video clip one of my friends showed me on the
internet. Two little flower girls were walking down the aisle at a wedding. Both
carried pretty baskets. One, a girl of probably about eight or nine, was scattering
rose petals from her basket.
The other little flower girl, though, was only about three, and she was running
after the older one picking up all the petals and putting them in her own basket!
The assembled family and friends thought it was adorable. And it was – but it
made me think.
A bride should have her petals as she walks down the aisle. But
for the rest of us, let’s not cast away the little wonders of our days
without even looking back, when really we should be gathering
them up and cherishing them.
(From the Friendship Book)
www.middlewall.co.uk
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Thank You
I would like to say a very big ‘THANK YOU’ to all the leaders and children for
allowing me to participate as a junior leader in Sunday’s Kidztime as these
sessions have counted towards the volunteering element of The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award Scheme (DofE).
As an Air Cadet, I enrolled onto the DofE scheme which is a youth awards
programme founded in 1956 by Prince Philip and runs today in 140 countries.
The awards recognise young people for completing a series of self-improvement
activities. Initially it was designed to attract boys and in the first 12 months,
7,000 had enrolled for the scheme.
From September 1958 the Award was extended to girls. The first girls received
their Gold Awards in November 1959 at Buckingham Palace. A single
programme for young people aged 14 to 21 was launched in 1969, and extended
to those up to 25 years of age in 1980.
There are around 300,000 participants annually and the programmes have three
levels: Bronze, Silver and Gold.
The Awards comprise four sections:
Volunteering: undertaking service to individuals or the community.
Physical: improving in an area of sport, dance or fitness activities.
Skills: developing practical and social skills and personal interests.
Expedition: planning, training for and completion of an adventurous journey
in the UK or abroad.
I joined the DofE Scheme in 2013 and had to decide what activities to
undertake for each section.
I chose Kidztime for the volunteering section and was able to help out over six
months. This involved various activities including technical support operating
the DVD player, design projects, providing refreshments and generally helping
to ‘keep order’.
I have now achieved my Bronze Award and I am working
towards the next big milestone, my Silver Award. I have got
such a lot from being part of the church and taking part in
Kidztime since I was small. I am now really enjoying being
able to put a bit back whilst working towards my DofE
and I am really grateful to all those who have supported
me and are giving me this opportunity.
Jack Fitzpatrick
4
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Not everyone made the school rugby, football, cricket or netball teams. Those
who didn’t had to learn to deal with disappointment. Imagine that! Getting
into the team was based on merit.
Our teachers hit us with canes or gym shoes and threw the blackboard rubber at
us if they thought we weren’t concentrating.
We can string sentences together, spell and have proper conversations now
because of a solid ‘three Rs’ education. Our parents would tell us to ask a
stranger to help us cross the road.
Mum didn’t have to go to work to help Dad make ends meet because we didn’t
need to keep up with the Joneses! The idea of a
parent bailing us out if we broke the law was
unheard of.
(They actually sided with the law!)
Parents didn’t invent stupid names for their
kids like Kiora, Blade, Ridge and Vanilla.
We had freedom, failure, success and
responsibility, and we learned how to deal with
it all.
You might want to share this with others
who grew up in an era before the lawyers
and the government regulated our lives.
And while you are at it, show it to your children, so they will know how brave
their parents were!
(Submitted by Tricia Price)

I Ain’t Misbehaving
One day God was looking down at the earth and saw all the misbehaving that
was going on so he called one of his angels and sent the angel to the earth for a
time.
When the angel returned, he told God, “Yes, it is bad down there: 95% are
misbehaving and only 5% are not.”
God was not pleased. He decided to e-mail the 5% that were good, because he
wanted to encourage them, and give them a little something to help them keep
going.
What did the e-mail say?
So you didn’t get one either!
(From the magazine of Margate Baptist Church )
www.middlewall.co.uk

17

The Messenger

The Messenger

The Good Old Days

Our Minister

First, we survived being born to mothers who smoked and/or drank sherry
while they carried us and lived in houses made of asbestos. They took aspirin,
ate blue cheese, bread and dripping, raw egg products, bacon and processed
meat, and didn’t get tested for diabetes or cervical cancer.

Our minister, Paul, is just about to embark on his second Sabbatical – “a period
of paid leave granted for study or travel, traditionally three months for every
seven years worked.” (so not just a holiday!) While he is away our pulpit will be
filled each week by visitors and friends and his ‘pastoral’ duties will be managed
by our deacons (and Margaret).
Have no fear, our church will not become like the one described below!
Please pray for Paul during this time – that he may return refreshed and
renewed and ready to lead us again in the direction God has planned for us.

Then, after that trauma, our baby cots were covered with brightly coloured leadbased paints.
As children, we would ride in cars with no seatbelts or air bags. We drank water
from the garden hose, not from a bottle. We had no childproof lids on
medicine bottles, or locks on doors or cabinets.
Takeaway food was limited to fish and chips; there were no pizza shops,
McDonald’s, KFC, Subway or Nando’s. You could buy Easter eggs and hot
cross buns only at Easter time. Even though all the shops closed at 6pm and
didn’t open on a Sunday, somehow we didn’t starve to death!
We shared one soft drink with four friends from one bottle and no one died
from this. We could collect old drink bottles and cash them in at the corner
store and buy toffees, gobstoppers and bubble gum. We ate white bread and
real butter, drank cow’s milk and soft drinks with sugar, but we weren’t
overweight because we were always outside playing!
We would leave home in the morning and play all day, as long as we were back
when the streetlights came on. No one was able to reach us all day, but we were
OK. We would spend hours building go-karts out of old prams and then ride
down the hill, only to find out we’d forgotten the brakes, and we rode our bikes
with no helmets or shoes!
We built treehouses and dens and played with Matchbox cars. We did not have
PlayStations, Nintendo Wii, Xboxes, video games, DVDs or colour TV. There
were no mobiles, computers, internet or chatrooms but we had friends and we
went outside and found them!
We fell out of trees, got cuts, broke bones and
teeth and there were no lawsuits from these
accidents.
And we ate worms and mud pies made from
dirt, too. Only girls had pierced ears.
We were given air guns and catapults for our
tenth birthdays,. We rode bikes or walked to a
friend’s house and knocked on the door or just
yelled for them.
16
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The Futuristic Church
PASTOR: “Praise the Lord!”
CONGREGATION: “Hallelujah!”
PASTOR: “Will everyone please turn on their tablet, PC, iPad, Smart Phone, and
Kindle Bibles to 1 Corinthians 13:13 and please switch on your Bluetooth to
download the sermon.”
Pause
“Let us now pray, committing this week into God’s hands. Please open your Apps,
BBM, Twitter and Facebook, and chat with God.”
Silence
“As we take our Sunday tithes and offerings, please have your credit and debit
cards ready. You can log on to the church wi-fi using the password ‘Lord909887’.
The ushers will circulate mobile card swipe machines among the worshippers:
Those who prefer to make electronic fund transfers are directed to computers and
laptops at the rear of the church.
Those who prefer to use iPads can open them.
Those who prefer telephone banking, take out your cell phones to transfer your
contributions to the church account.”
The holy atmosphere of the church becomes truly electrified as all the smart
phones, iPads, PCs and laptops beep and flicker!
Final Blessing and Closing Announcements...
“This week’s ministry cell meetings will be held on the various Facebook group
pages where the usual group chatting takes place.
Please log in and don’t miss out.
Don’t forget Thursday’s Bible study will be held live on Skype at 1900hrs GMT.
You can follow your Pastor on Twitter this weekend for counselling and prayers.
God bless you and have a nice day.”
www.middlewall.co.uk
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Our Imaginary Cruise!

Creation

We have just returned from a very pleasant interlude involving a ‘cruise’ – it
took place in North Wales! This was a cruise with a difference. The
Commodore of our ‘boat’, MV Tynedale (hotel’s name in Llandudno!)
requested and required us, in the name of enjoyment, to embark this vessel to
enjoy a cruise and partake of as much food, drink and entertainment as we
desired. We were all given passports, presented each morning and stamped in
the country we were in. We had ‘cabin’ 15 allotted to us. As the week
progressed we managed to visit Singapore, French Polynesia, Bora Bora, Italy
and Germany.

In the beginning, God created the light, clear and white, filling all that was,
dazzling and pure. And he said, dance and shimmer, sparkle or steadily shine –
show me in all my ways.

We were ‘aﬂoat’ for a week. We ate marvellous à la carte food from each
particular country we stayed in and our ‘stewards’ dressed in local costume for
us. The décor around the ‘ship’ (hotel) and the entertainment matched. The
Captain’s Gala Night was spectacular!
We agree with Beryl (see previous Messenger), every shop you could want is in
Llandudno, a shoppers dream! The Great Orme was tackled, not on foot
thankfully but from inside an ancient rattling coach, whose looks took you back
to childhood days (rattling with no mod cons). The history of this particular area
and the amazing views all around weren’t to be missed.
Luckily, our wettest day was spent in the Mynydd Gwefru Electric Mountain – a
colossal powerhouse of energy. Seeing is believing! It is water, gravity and
man’s ingenuity at its best, being the largest man-made cavern in Europe and
could easily house St. Paul’s Cathedral. The turbine generators go from zero to
full power in seconds.
If there was a theme to our break in Llandudno it would be ‘The Power of
Water’: it was raining heavily as we travelled up north; we were on a cruise –
supposedly surrounded by water; the water-driven power station hidden inside a
mountain; the Welsh town of Betws-y-Coed that we also visited had beautiful
waterfalls; and the backdrop to our journeys out and about was always the
mountain scenery of Snowdonia with plenty of water (because of the rain)
cascading down in an amazing way.

From the white light God took the blue, and made the clear blue of the heavens
and the deep blue of the oceans. And he said, give yourself to the eyes of men
and the faces of flowers, that those who cannot see the sky or the sea may yet
know me.
From the white light God took the green, of all growing things that cover the
ground. And he said, aspire to the heavens, lowly moss and tallest tree, feed my
creation, that all things may grow to me.
From the white light God took the orange, of sunrise and sunset. And he said, I
am in all beginnings and all endings. Nothing is without me, and without me
nothing shall cease to be.
From the white light God took the yellow, of ripeness, perfection and maturity.
And he said, only in me shall all things be complete.
From the white light God took the red, the life of all that breathes. And he said,
let red run hidden in all living creatures, and be not spilt without respect and
regret.
From the white light God took the purple, deep purple of the abyss, and of
space. And he said, in the deepest places, I am, and in the furthest places I am
also.
From the white light, God took the indigo, neither blue nor purple, a sign of all
that is between this world and the realm of heaven. And he said, not all that is
shall be known. Below red, and beyond purple, and in my understanding alone.
And the white light of God was complete in these. And he said, all who turn to
the light will see me, but in the colours also I may be seen by those who have
eyes to search me out.
Rev Ron Wood
(Parish Pump)

Water is featured many times in the Bible too; sustaining life;
stories about the changing of water into wine; the woman at
the well; baptisms. We must be thankful that we here
never have to be without water and must spare a
thought to those in other countries still waiting for
life-giving water to come to them.
Fred & Margaret Goodger
6
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Understanding the Trinity

Lessons For Life

Trinity Sunday has its place in our liturgical calendar (31st May 2015), yet we do
not often hear sermons on the Trinity. The term ‘Trinity’ isn’t found in the
Bible – the early church took nearly 400 years to come up with a clear
understanding of it!
However, there are hints of Trinitarian language in the New Testament: for
example, Jesus instructs his disciples to baptise ‘in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’ (Matt 28:19). Our understanding of the
Trinity arises from God’s activity in our world, as reflected in the creedal
questions:

During my second month of college, our professor gave us a pop quiz. I was a
conscientious student and had breezed through the questions until I read the
last one: “What is the name of the woman who cleans the school?”




Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, the
one for whom we exist?
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, died
for us and rose again?

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the
people of God and makes Christ known in the world?
So why should the Trinity be important for us? If ‘God is love’ (1 John 4:8) it
means that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are in a community of love
together. Their relationship has been expressed as a divine dance, as they
interact with one another, expressing love for each another and complementing
the work each has to do. As people made in God’s image, we are called to live
this community of love in our lives and churches.
The Trinity also provides the basis for our mission, ‘As the Father has sent me,
so send I you.’ Just as God the Father sent Jesus into the world, so Jesus sends
us into the world to do the Father’s work, equipped and accompanied by the
Holy Spirit. In sharing God’s love, we share the life of the Trinity. Augustine
spoke about the Spirit being the love between God the Father and the Son.
‘At the heart of reality lies the love between the Father and the Son. The Spirit
unites us with Christ so that we begin to experience the same depth of love that
exists between the Father and the Son.’ (Graham Tomlin)
© Parish Pump


Surely this was some kind of joke. I had seen the cleaning woman several
times. She was tall, dark-haired and in her 50’s – but how would I know her
name?
I handed in my paper, leaving the last answer blank. Just before class
ended, one student asked if the last question would count towards
our quiz grade.
“Absolutely,” said the professor, “in your careers you will meet
many people. All are signiﬁcant. They deserve your attention
and care, even if all you do is smile and say, “Hello.”
I’ve never forgotten that lesson.
I also learned her name – Dorothy!
(From the magazine of Margate Baptist Church)

Home Mission
Thank you to all those who have saved used stamps etc. for
Baptist Home Mission. It is now possible to donate even more
items – old toys including Dinky, Corgi and Matchbox (any
condition) and unwanted or damaged jewellery – including
costume jewellery.
Many things can be sold to raise valuable funds including used postage stamps,
stamp collections, first day covers, coins, old bank notes, medals, telephone
cards, pre-1960 postcards, cigarette cards and tea cards.
Thank you for your support for Home Mission in 2014. The total amount
raised in our area alone was £413,084.
If you would like any further information, please let me know.

Here’s A Thought...

Tricia Price

It’s beauty that captures your attention
but personality which captures your heart
14
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The Leprosy Mission
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‘Leprosy Defeated, Lives Transformed.’
Thanks to you, The Leprosy Mission England and Wales is proud to
report that in 2014...
679 leprosy patients underwent reconstructive surgery in India – it costs £120 to
make this life-changing gift.
215 leprosy patients underwent eye surgery in India to protect their vision – it
costs £35 to give the priceless gift of sight with surgery for leprosy-damaged
eyes, preventing blindness.
481 people in a leprosy community accessed a clean water supply in South
Sudan – it costs £100 to build a latrine block, improving hygiene and dignity for
a leprosy-affected community.
561 leprosy patients were provided with protective footwear in Niger – it costs
£10 to give a pair of protective sandals.
606 people affected by leprosy and disability were provided with a prosthesis or
orthopaedic device in Nigeria – it costs £375 to provide a person with a below
the knee prosthetic limb.
1,087 people affected by leprosy were cared for as inpatients in Nepal – it costs
£40 to give a patient clean clothes, fresh bedding and nutritious food for a one
month hospital stay.
(Submitted by Lucy Gambrill)

527 young people affected by leprosy or disability received vocational training in
India – it costs £40 to pay for a student’s fees for one month at a vocational
training centre providing employable skills.
180 children affected by leprosy or disability were able to go to school in
Mozambique – it costs £50 to give a uniform, shoes and the materials a child
needs to start school.
Did you know that 1 in 10 of the people newly diagnosed with leprosy is a child?
It is so crucial that we reach these children and provide early diagnosis and
treatment so that they can live lives free from disability.
8
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Just For Fun!
Lateral Thinking!
This puzzle is a bit like ‘Catchphrase’, the TV

Solut
ions
elsew
here

You can change the lives of many more leprosy-affected people by making one
of these gifts. Many of which are available through our ‘Gifts for Life’
catalogue. This is an extraordinary way of making a gift to a loved one that, in
turn, makes a real and lasting difference to someone affected by leprosy. To
make a gift please ring 01733 370505 or visit www.leprosymission.org.uk/
donate and click on ‘Gifts for Life’.

game show – just ‘say what you see’!

1

man
--------------board

2

stand
-----------I

3

/r/e/a/d/i/n/g/

12

She visited a traditional doctor who practised herbal medicine but,
unsurprisingly, this did not treat her condition. Finally a relative saw a leprosy
awareness poster produced by Danish Bangladesh Leprosy Mission Hospital,
where The Leprosy Mission provides services.

r
road
a
d

5

cycle
cycle
cycle

6

0
-----------M.D.
Ph.D.

7

Pavi, however, was not so fortunate. The 35-year-old from Bangladesh first
displayed tell-tale patches on her skin aged 10. She then lost sensation in her
feet and developed ‘clawed’ hands.

Two years ago she finally attended the hospital where she was diagnosed and
treated for leprosy but, tragically, her severe disabilities are irreversible.

(Submitted by Tricia Price)

4

Little 4-year-old Ramesh, from Nepal, was diagnosed with leprosy by a
government doctor last year. His father was being treated for the disease and
thankfully a doctor noticed the little boy had a rash on his arms and legs. The
doctor referred him to Patan Clinic in Kathmandu, run by The Leprosy
Mission’s Anandaban Hospital, as they wanted The Leprosy Mission’s expertise
as to what dose of multidrug therapy to give such a young child. Ramesh was
treated for leprosy and was spared disability.

knee
light

www.middlewall.co.uk

The Leprosy Mission runs outreach clinics and is always careful to examine the
children of leprosy-affected parents for the early signs of leprosy. It costs just
£24 to bring a diagnosis and cure to a child with leprosy.
Would you be kind enough to cure a child of leprosy
today and spare them from a future blighted by
leprosy?
“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is –
his good, pleasing and perfect will.” Romans 12: 2.
www.middlewall.co.uk
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Watch Your Attitude!

The Measure of a Man

Those words were said to me in the past on more than one occasion! I’m
pleased to say that it was some time ago now and not for the reason you may be
imagining!
Was I too bold, brash, arrogant, insolent, defiant or assertive? I hope not! But
it was not my personal attitude that was being criticised, but the attitude of the
aircraft I was flying at the time and my instructor was trying to impress on me
the importance of keeping my nose (well, the nose of the glider) at the right angle to
the horizon!
Let me explain: flying a glider is all about attitude. Not altitude, that’s something
quite different – although one will have an effect on the other. Having no
engine, a glider’s speed is dependent upon its attitude – increase the attitude
(point the nose up) and the speed will reduce, decrease the attitude and the speed
will increase. Simples!
Whether one increases or decreases the aircraft’s attitude, eventually the glider
will return to the ground, maybe slowly or maybe quickly, but gravity will always
win. Unless, of course, the pilot finds that elusive antidote to gravity – lift!
Like the hitchhiker, the glider pilot is always searching for lift – air that is rising
for one reason or another, which will keep his aircraft aloft, sometimes for many
hours, sometimes for just those vital extra minutes to enable him to reach a
suitable landing ground.
That’s where having the right attitude becomes
important: you might want to increase your speed
to fly quickly from one area of lift to another, or
reduce your speed to stay in the lift as long as
possible and gain as much height as you can.
Having the right attitude is so important in gliding
– and in life, too!
Tony Harris
Attitude Indicator

Here’s A Thought...
Faith is not about being able to understand everything; at times it is about peering through the
fog, being baffled by the complexities of life, and yet trusting in God anyway.
Jeff Lucas
10
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Not – how did he die? But – how did he live?
Not – what did he gain? But – what did he give?
These are the things that measure the worth
of a man as a man, regardless of birth.
Not – what was his station? But – had he a heart?
And – how did he play his God-given part?
Was he ever ready with a word of good cheer?
To bring back a smile, to banish a tear?
Not – what was his church? Not – what was his creed?
But – had he befriended those really in need?
Not – what did the sketch in the newspaper say?
But – how many were sorry when he passed away?
These are the things that measure the worth
of a man as a man, regardless of birth.
(Submitted by Andrew Frame)

The Easter Ramble
It’s 2.00pm and I’m sitting in Stephanie’s car. Into the boot goes water and biscuits for
me, walking boots, rucksack and a coat for Stephanie and off we go. We drive into
Canterbury and park by Pets at Home (I like that shop). When other people arrive we
set off on the Easter Ramble. There were seventeen people and three dogs – Chester,
Promise and me – Chloe.
The walk was just less than three miles: we left the car park and walked past B&M and
down a slope and over the River Stour onto Hambrook Marshes and along the Stour
Way, alongside the river. We crossed the Canterbury West railway line (twice!) and we
young ones climbed some steep steps and onto the disused Elham Valley
railway line. (Those less agile took a short cut!) Dogs had to go under stiles
while their owners climbed over them. I didn’t like going under them.
When we got back we dogs were given a drink and put back into the
cars. The humans had hot cross buns, cheese scones, cakes and a drink.
It was a very nice afternoon and I would like to thank Tony and Beryl
for organising it (and Jim for planning the route.)
I don’t know about Chester and Promise but when I got home I went
straight to sleep!
Chloe (with help from Stephanie)
www.middlewall.co.uk
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